Rounds & About
EACR Newsletter, Issue 32, December 1998
Charity Number 292250

Well, what do you think of the new look? If you can think of a better name, then please let
me know.
As you can see, this edition is a new look Newsletter. After 10 years I thought it was about time
it had a face lift.
I want to include photos and drawings and lots of gossip about what's happening around the
Association, but I'm very reliant on you sending it in.
Read on and see what you think. Any suggestions at all would be most welcomed.
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Points from the Committee Meeting
The meeting was held as usual at Danbury on the first Saturday in
October, and there were 20 agenda items for our new Master to chair.
Jim Bullock was welcomed to his first meeting since his election as
South West District Master.
Bells etc: work at Wivenhoe and Langdon Hills has been completed, and
has just started at Basildon. Steeple Bumstead's faculty application was
finally approved. There are more projects in the pipeline. We voted the
following grants from the BRF: Arkesden - £2K (rehang); Terling - £1K
(new floor); Coggeshall - £5k (augment to 10); and small amounts to
Buttsbury and Bocking End to refurbish the chiming installations there.
A group was established to review current projects and recommend a
suitable location for the Lufkin Memorial bell.
The Millennium subgroup and the Public Relations Officer had been
very busy. "Train the Trainers" had been an enjoyable and worthwhile
day, and could be repeated locally if there was a demand. The Essex
Show stand with the Demo Bell attracted lots of attention. Tracey
Southgate was authorised to pursue the idea of buying the bell. Ann Chapman stood down as
Millennium Convenor and was thanked for all her hard work getting our campaign off to a flying
start. Janet Edwards is the new Convenor. We do need ideas for any Millennium celebrations for
the EACR, and there is still time to recruit and teach new ringers and encourage lapsed ringers to
return.
Our Report Editor, Mo Venus, was authorised to buy a computer, using funds set aside for that
purpose in the Harry Turner Fund. After all that spending, it was a relief when our Treasurer
announced that our finances are in good shape and that he would not yet recommend a subscription
increase. Andrew was thanked for his excellent work.
The Training Day was held at the end of September, based at Terling, with 3 practical groups
studying 4 topics. Please let the Education Officer, Fred Bone, have any feedback on this, either
on the format or the date.
Then our recently retired Master, David Sparling, finally had an opportunity to talk when he
reported on the Central Council meeting in Dublin. We also heard from our Newsletter Editor;
watch this space for some of her ideas for further improvements to the newsletter!
The Committee reappointed officers for the forthcoming year (they remain as given in the current
Annual Report, with the Millennium Convenor being the only change).
Other snippets: i) please let Mike Bishop know about church or ringing related websites in Essex;
ii) the Trustees will prepare a specification for a replacement striking competition trophy - and if
you are a good designer, why not try your hand at the Christmas Card as well? and iii) the New
Members Pack is being reissued.
See the notice elsewhere in this edition for AGM 99 news!
Mary Bone

100 Bell Club
Cancelled through lack of support.
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Essex Trophy
The 20th Essex Trophy 10-bell Striking Competition was held on 19 September at Warnham, West
Sussex, hosted by the Sussex Association.
Six teams basked in the late summer sunshine waiting to ring a plain course of Yorkshire Surprise
Royal, judged by Ian Roulstone and Claire Edwards. After complimenting the teams on the general
standard and making comments on each piece the judges gave the results as:
1st Sussex (18), 2nd Hertford (37), 3rd Essex (39), 4th Guildford (47), 5th Kent (59) and 6th
Surrey (71).
The Essex team comprised Mick Edwards, Sue Page, Gill Palmer, Peter Eves, Sue Rothera, John
Armstrong, David Rothera, David Sparling, Colin Chapman and Jim Towler.
The competition was first held at Prittlewell in Essex Association Centenary Year, sponsored
jointly by the Essex, Kent, Surrey and Sussex Associations. It goes to each of these associations in
rotation occasionally moving to others by invitation and is due to go to Surrey next year on 18
September 1999. The rather large trophy was given by Frank Lufkin and, in 1996, having won the
competition for the second time, the Association fitted plates engraved with the names of previous
winners, leaving space for another 20 years.
A quick analysis reveals that Essex has entered 19 out the 20 competitions, has won twice, and
come second and third each six times. The host association has won the competition on seven
occasions (including the last three). Over the years, 12 associations have taken part and 19
different towers have been visited, adjudicated by nearly 40 different judges.
Colin Chapman

Forty towers Quiz
You may have noticed that many folk this summer were extremely buys trying to put ,names to the
"Forty Towers" of Helen Harpole's wonderful line drawing of Essex church towers. The
Millennium Sub-Committee, with Helen's permission, decided to use this as a quiz to raise money
for the Association and started selling the duplicated prints at various functions including the Essex
Show at Great Leighs in June - the Bishop of Colchester bought one!
It was a difficult task and the total number of completed entries was not very high. Nevertheless
there were a few correct sheets, the first of which was that of Jonathan Dickenson; he therefore
receives a £25 gift voucher for W.H.Smith and our congratulations.
The Millenium Sub-Committee would like to thank everyone who participated and helped to raise
money for the Association.
If you would like to have a list of the towers please get in touch with me.
Sue Beale
(01255 676472)
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Annual Dinner & Dance
Saturday 10th October was "Essex Dinner Day". Our members and guests enjoyed the
surroundings of the Benton Hall Gold & Country Club near Witham. We savoured a fabulous
meal of melon starter, chicken and seasonal vegetables, followed by pear and almond tart.
This year's proceedings were started in an
unorthodox fashion with the launch of the
Association's Millennium beer, aptly
named "MILLENNIUM RINGER". It has
been brewed especially for us by the
Mighty Oak Brewery Co. of Hutton
(4.2%).
The brewery very kindly
provided a free firkin (72 pints) to sample.
Two more barrels were placed behind the
bar. The pump clip has a bell featuring
the EACR logo with Old Father Time and
a millennium new baby.
Our guest speakers were the Venerable Peter Taylor, Archdeacon of Harlow and Vice President of
the Association and David Potter, accompanied by wife Christine, from York Minster. Peter
entertained us with recollections of serving the Rayleigh Parish where he tentatively learnt to ring
handbells. However, he felt it wasn't for him, and gave up! He also remembered being presented
with a wooden gavel, as Chairman of the PCC, made from the old bell frame when it was removed.
David Potter, a former "Essex boy", was in fine form as he recalled his early days at Degenham.
He told of one occasion when he was ringing in a SW District Striking Competition and got his tie
caught in the rope. Luckily he managed to recover and the team won the competition.
Unfortunately they weren't so lucky at the Association Finals! His joke repertoire was
comprehensive and included little gems about ducks, fish and nails. You ought to have been there!
He ended on a serious note by congratulating the EACR on it's Millennium efforts. He suspected
the reason we had been so successful was because the Officers undertake all they do in a very
professional manner - "being half-hearted is not part of the Essex make-oop". I think most of us
would go along with that.
Our newly elected Master, Steve Nash,
proposed a toast to the Church an
encouraged us all to continue to work
together to promote the work of the
Church in our own parishes - one of the
main aims of the EACR. Our guests were
presented with flower arrangements and
our new Hon. Gen. Sec, Mary Bone also
received flowers as a thank you for all her
hard work in organising the evening.
Our raffle raised £185 for the Bell
Restoration Fund and members carried on
dancing until midnight. A wonderful
evening was enjoyed by all.
Tracey Southgate
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Association Register
Birthdays: Congratulations to Michael Bishop who celebrated his half century on 26th June, and
to daughter Kathryn who celebrated her 18th on 24th July.
Marriages: Congratulations to Jim Laken and Jillian Kingston on their marriage on 5 September.
Deaths: It is with regret that we report the death of Ernie (Bunnie) Brown, Life Member at Castle
Hedingham. Ernie passed away on 8th October after a short illness.
Change of Address: Great Yeldham tower correspondent is now Jean Lewis, 89 Hightfields,
Great Yeldham, Halstead, CO9 4QH, Tel: 01787 237474 and Northern District Deputy Master
Rob Elliott is now at "Canonium", 9 Fairways, Braiswick, Colchester, CO4 5TX, Tel: 01206
853038.

Millennium Update
Xmas Cards
We are planning to produce an Association Christmas card for sale next year and would like to
invite designs from members or their families. Please encourage the younger members of your
band to send in a design. These should be sent to Janet Edwards by the end of February 1999 at the
latest.

Under New Management
It is with great regret that I have had to stand down as convenor and chairman of the Millennium
Sub-committee. The pressures of family, work and studying prevent me from giving the subcommittee the time and attention it needs.
However I am sure Janet Edwards, as the new convenor, will give effective leadership in the final
run-up to the year 2000.
I should like to thank everyone for their support and particularly all the members of the subcommittee for their hard work over the last 2 years.
Ann Chapman

Millennium Sub-Committee
Sue Beale (01255 676472), Mary Bone (01279 726159), Jeni Dodds (01279 419140), Roger
Dorking (01277 655979), Janet Edwards (01621 816496), Alison Nash (01708 856876), Colin
Newman (0181-550 1931), Tracey Southgate (01255 507357), Phil Stephens (01245 421022).
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The 9th. Essex Ringing Course will be held, as usual, on the Thursday,
Friday and Saturday after Easter. For 1999 the dates are therefore 8th., 9th.
and 10th. of April. The Course will be based on the Honywood Secondary
School, Coggeshall and will follow the basic lines of previous years.
Full details of the tuition groups and application forms will be available
a f t eCr h r i s t m a sTo
. r e c e i v ye o ucr o p py l e a s e
send
a
stamped
addressed envelope (C5 size preferred) to:A. G. Semken, 117A. Tilkey Road, Coggeshall, Colchester, Essex. CO6 1QN.
Whilst it is not possible to guarantee any applicant a place the earlier you apply the more likely you
are to secure a place. Closing date for receipt of applications is 13th. February.
For those not familiar with the Course the following is a brief outline of what takes place. Each day
there are theory lectures relating to the Group you are in and two practical ringing sessions each of
about 1¼ hours duration. Each Group consists of up to 6 students led by a Tutor and supported by
sufficient helpers to enable the student to have the best chance to learn within a competent band.
There are also a number of general interest lectures covering a range of topics as well as handbell
ringing from which to choose. On Thursday evening there will be a talk by a “Guest Speaker” and
on Friday evening there is a Social - this includes buffet and bar the cost of which is included in
the Course Fees, which for 1999 are £30.00.
The whole success of the Course depends on the Helpers who give of their time to help less
experienced ringers. If you are able to come as a Helper please contact me. The lack of suitable
helpers is the biggest single constraint to the growth and success of the Course. If you are not sure
about being a helper and would like more details please contact me and I will do my best to explain
what is involved etc.
Adrian G. Semken.

Quarter Peals Report
A reminder that you should return the completed Quarter Peals Report form for your tower (as
distributed with December 1997 Newsletter) to the Peals Secretary by mid-January if you wish the
information to be included in the 1998 Annual Report. If you wish to send information without
using the form please ensure that you send details of place, date, method, conductor and any
relevant footnotes.
Enclosed with this Newsletter you should find a new Quarter Peals Report form for you to pin up
in your tower. Please fill it in as you go throughout the year and return it to the Peals Secretary in
January 2000.

The following Quarter Peal was rung prior to the funeral service of Joan Hickson (Miss
Marple), a local resident:
Wivenhoe, 27th October 1998
1260 Plain & Grandsire Doubles
1: Rollie Whiting
4: Bevan Willgress
2: E. Ann Williams 5: Jerry Reid
3: David Cobb
6: Dick Furminger (c)
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ESSEX TRAINING DAY 1998 - TERLING
On Saturday 26th October four learners from East London, including me, set off for Terling to take
part in the Essex Training Day. One had signed up for Call Changes; one for Plain Hunt and two
of us for Raising and Lowering in Peal. I learned that the fourth group, St. Clement’s and Little
Bob Minor, was to share towers and helpers with our Raising & Lowering Group.
We made for the village hall at Terling where the course participants
were gathering. We grabbed cups of tea and sat down to listen to
welcoming speeches from Fred Bone (the Association Education
Officer and course organiser) and from Steve Nash (the Master of the
Association). We then split up into the four groups and settled down
in remote recesses of the village hall for the first theory sessions. I
was delighted to find that the instructor for our little group was
Gordon Lucas, whose stimulating approach to teaching, and whose
simple and instructive models, I had admired on the Easter Course at
Coggeshall.
Bursting with theoretical knowledge the groups headed off for the
first towers of the day. Our group and the Minor group started at
Terling. The prospect of a full day of raising and lowering in peal
suddenly seemed rather daunting - especially for poor hands unused
to so much raising and lowering. It was a relief to be able to take
turns with the other group and apply surgical spirits and plasters to the fingers in between the
ringing. The learners in the Minor group, ably tutored by Colin Chapman, seemed to get off to an
excellent start - and had clearly been doing their homework. Before long we began to make
progress with raising and lowering - and then we all headed off for Great Waltham for a leisurely
pub lunch, combined with the second theory session. The beer helped to allay my fears about
ringing at Great Waltham. They are a splendid eight - but rather taxing for nervous learners - and
the long draught was particularly tricky for sloppy handlers like me. At one point a small portion
of dead pigeon, complete with feathers, plummeted down from the dizzy heights of the tower and
landed neatly at my feet. I just wished my sally would behave like that. I have no idea whether it
was my flying sally which had killed the bird or what. Felsted was the last tower of the day for us.
By now both groups were making good progress. The helpers rounded off the day by ringing a
spirited touch of Stedman Triples.
We then motored back along the country lanes to Terling to meet our two colleagues and to find
out what had happened in the other two groups. The Hunting Group visited Little Baddow, Terling
and Writtle. Ron Brown, the tutor, carefully assessed the standard of each learner and assigned
suitable ringing for each one - to play to their strengths and work to eliminate their weaknesses. It
was a hard but rewarding day for them. The group was supported by a band of helpers which, like
the other groups, was packed out with leading lights of the association who had given up their
Saturday to help. The Call Changes Group, led by Dickie Furminger, rang at Witham, Great
Totham, and Terling. They also had an excellent day and made good progress. There were some
moments of light relief. Dickie astounded the learners by attempting to break the record for ringing
the most number of handbells.
I am sure that all the participants in all the groups found it a most useful and rewarding day. We
are all most grateful to Fred Bone for organising it so well, to the tutors for their excellent teaching
and to all the helpers for their support. It was a most memorable course.
Anthony Brickell
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Calendar
December
5
5
12
12

District Carol Service, Downham
District Ceilidh, Terling
District Carol Services, Black Notley, Shrub End, Great Baddow & North West
District Social, Wanstead

January 1999
2
9
14
16
23

ADM Danbury (SE)
ADMs Colne Engaine/Coggeshall (N), TBC (NE), TBC(SW)
District Practice Little Baddow (SE)
ADM Prittlewell (S)
ADM Waltham Abbey (NW)

February
6
8

Committee Meeting, Danbury
District Practice Margaretting (SE)

STOP PRESS!!
AGM, 3 May 1999
The service in Chelmsford Cathedral will be held at 10.30am, preceded by ringing and followed by

the Meeting. Afternoon ringing and tea will be in the North West District.
arrangements.

Own lunch

This changed format is an experiment; please let us have your views on this.
Mary Bone

Merry Christmas & a happy New Year

The next edition of the EACR Newsletter is planned for April 1999. Please send contributions to
Vicki Chapman at 20 Mews Court, Chelmsford, CM2 9PF Tel: 01245 358040 or EMail Vicki_Chapman@mandg.co.uk by 1st March 1999
Contributions will be included on a first come first served basis.
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