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The Annual Dinner and Dance
The Association's Dinner and Dance will be held on Saturday 9th October at Benton Hall Golf
Club, near Witham. The guest speakers will be Roy Tricker, Area Field Officer for The Churches
Conservation Trust (and co-author with George Pipe of "Suffolk's churches great and small"), and
John White (West Ham) Master of the Ancient Society of College Youths. There will be a raffle
in aid of the BRF (donations of prizes are very welcome) and dancing until midnight.
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The menu will be Port and Melon with black
grape salad, glazed Pan-fried Chicken Breast
accompanied by Parmentier Potatoes and
seasonal vegetables, Bread and Butter
Pudding, followed by coffee. Vegetarian and
special diets can be catered for; please let me
know when ordering your tickets.
Tickets are available by post from Mrs Mary
Bone, 11 Bullfields, Sawbridgeworth, CM21
9DB and cost £22. Please enclose your
payment (cheques payable to EACR) and SAE
with your order, and include names for the
seating plan. The deadline is September 25th Association Training Day.
Last year the Dinner sold out completely, so
please book early!

Page 8:A taste of things to come
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The AGM

Association Training Day

This year's service and meeting began slightly
later allowing more time for ringing at the
Cathedral before the Service, which was led by
the Vice-Provost. The address was given by
Canon Bob White from Brentwood, and our
Chaplain, Revd R Mason, led the prayers. The
Boreham choir earned a round of applause for
their splendid rendition of the anthem - Handel's
"Zadok the Priest".

The Training Day this year will be held on
Saturday 25th September, based at Terling.

The AGM itself was straightforward, with no
questions on the accounts or the Annual Report.
Mike Bishop was elected as Custodian Trustee,
replacing Bernard Sadler who had decided to
stand down. Peter Chapman of Witham was
elected a Life Member in recognition of his
many years service to the Association. One
nomination had been received for an additional
Central Council Representative, and Janet
Edwards was duly declared elected to this
position. Janet also gave a full report on "Ring
in 2000" (since circulated to towers).
After the Meeting members patronised a variety
of establishments for lunch before spending a
glorious sunny afternoon ringing in the NorthWest District, with tea at Old Harlow.
I would like to thank all those involved in the
day's arrangements, especially the Cathedral
authorities, Chelmsford Age Concern, Mrs
Walker, Miss Hilliar and the Boreham choir,
and the South-East and North-West districts.
Mary Bone

Tuition will be offered in:
Beyond Bob Doubles: some simple Doubles
methods (e.g. St Simon's, St Martin's,
Winchendon Place: depending on demand, and
perhaps going on to splicing). You should be
confident in Plain Bob, and able to ring
Grandsire.
First Steps towards Conducting: choosing and
calling simple touches. You should be confident
in ringing touches affected in (at least) Plain
Bob or Grandsire.
Treble Bob Minor: Kent and/or Oxford (please
state choice). You should be able to ring the
treble to treble bob / surprise.
It may be possible to offer another topic; first
come first served!
There will be a small charge (probably around
£5) to cover tower donations and other
expenses.
Applications to me as soon as possible, please:
11 Bullfields, Sawbridgeworth, Herts CM21
9DB, telephone 01279 726159. Volunteer
helpers are also needed!
Fred Bone

The 10th Essex Ringing Course
The course will be held at Coggeshall on 27th 29th April 2000. If anyone would like to
volunteer to assist with the arrangements
(helpers, towers, students, catering, etc.) please
contact Mary Bone (phone 01279 726159 or
email mary.bone@dial.pipex.com).

Webb Ivory
Hazel Steed will be collecting Webb Ivory orders this year. Profits will go the EACR Bell
Restoration Fund. The earlier the order is submitted, the greater the profit returned. Each District
Secretary has been given a copy of the catalogue, but further copies can be obtained direct from
Hazel on 01245 252621. Cheques should be made payable to Mrs H Steed and accompany the
order. This is an excellent hassle free way to do some of your Christmas preparations and help
raise money for BRF too!
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Ridgeman Trophy Striking Competition
This year's competition was hosted by the Ely Diocesan Association and took place on Saturday 15
May 1999 at SS Peter & Paul, Wisbech. Only three teams entered this year, these being Essex,
Cambridge University and Ely, with several dropping out at the last minute. The test piece was a
set touch of 259 Erin Caters. The competition was judged by Ruth and Bob Smith from
Melbourne, Derbyshire and the results were as follows:1st

Essex

103 faults

2nd

Cambridge

146 faults

3rd

Ely

192 and then Fired out.

This is the first occasion that we have won this trophy. Thanks to the members of the band for
taking part, especially David for doing the conducting :1. John Stephenson
2. Tony Bloomfield
3. Janet Edwards
4. John Armstrong
5. David Sparling
6. David Rothera (C)
7. Fred Bone
8. Steve Nash
9. Brian Meads
10. Mick Edwards
Steve Nash

Countdown to 2000
2000

Have you arranged your ringing for 1st January?
Reply slips are coming in quite quickly now and
it seems that everyone is keen to be included.
Please let your local organiser or me know
where you are ringing or if you are prepared to
fill in a gap somewhere else.
SW - Sandra Lee
SE - Andrew Brewster
S - Andrew Beech
NW - Jeni Dodds
NE - Tracey Southgate
N - Brian Meads
Janet Edwards
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Essex Show
We were quietly optimistic about the weather holding, as in the run up to the Show there had been
a great deal of rain again. Silly sun hats, shorts and shades and plenty of sunscreen were definitely
the order of the day for Friday and Saturday. I woke up on Sunday morning hearing the sound of
rain on the windows, and I feared the worst! We all arrived at the Show Ground amid some very
heavy showers, and our first thought was to make sure none of the display material had got wet. It
forced us to keep the mini ring covered up for a couple of hours and we wondered what else we
could do to interest our visitors. We sat inside the marquee and did some 'lapping' on handbells
instead, which proved a real attraction, and we ended up doing it even after the sun came back out.
It basically involves Plain Hunting, but putting the hand bell down on the table after each ring, and
swapping it over with the person standing next to you.
Children, the elderly and the infirm thoroughly enjoyed it.
The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. George Carey visited
the Show on Sunday afternoon, and we spotted him out of
the corner of our eyes approaching the marquee. We
quickly scrambled a team of ringers together and rang
some Plain Hunt on 8. He was delighted, and stopped and
watched for quite a while. He also came inside the tent and
chatted with Wendy and Maurice.
The Diocesan
Millennium Coordinator, Revd Roger Matthews was
equally pleased, and said that we couldn't have timed it
better! I believe a snippet ended up on the Anglia evening
news!
We had over 740 visitors to our stand, and we had a good number of enquiries from people wanting
to either return to ringing, or to have a visit to their local tower to arrange a lesson. Without the
wonderful team of helpers over the 3 days and the very kind people who lent me things to display,
our stand at the Show would not have been the success it was. So a very big thank you to all the
following:Trevor and Nina Smith for the use of the
mini ring;
Adrian Semken for lending me the contents
of his garage;
and the ringers at Arkesden for allowing
me to use the display showing their
restoration project.
The helpers included Jim Bullock, Peter
Childs, Jonathan Dickenson, Maurice and
Kath Downs, Andrew Taylor, Wendy
Godden, Mary and Fred Bone, Steve and
Alison Nash, and Ann Chapman.
I must not forget the impromptu helpers, who visited us and enjoyed themselves so much that they
decided to stay and help out. They included Mary Coe, Carol Taylor and Emma Chapman.
Tracey Southgate
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Association Striking Competition Finals
The Striking Competition finals were held on 3 July 1999 at Gosfield and Great Dunmow. Eleven
teams took part in the 6-bell finals and all districts rang in the 8-bell competition. The set touch,
selected by the Master, was 288 Oxford TB Major. The judges for both competitions were Richard
Carter and Martin Howe from Norwich.
The results were as follows:
Six bell
1st Dagenham (7 faults); 2nd Coggeshall (11); 3rd Chelmsford (12); 4th N Ockendon (12½); 5th
Hornchurch (14½); 6th Colchester St Leonard (18½); 7th Writtle (23½); 8th Rayne (27); 9th
Prittlewell (31½); 10th Gt Parndon (37); 11th Wormingford (42½).
Eight bell
1st SE District (26½); 2nd SW (32½); 3rd N (40½); 4th S (58½); 5th NW (60½); 6th NE (86).
Congratulations to the winning teams and to all those who rang in the District competitions. Our
thanks to the Northern District for making the arrangements, and especially to the Gt Dunmow
ringers for a splendid tea.
The Essex Trophy competition will be held at St Martin's Dorking on 18 September 1999.
Mary Bone

Association Millennium
Clothing
If you were at the Striking Competition on
3 July you would have seen the "models"
wearing their new clothing showing the
Association Millennium logo. Accompanying
this Newsletter is an Order Form which states
six different types of garments you will be able
to purchase. If you or your tower would like to
order any of these please complete the form and
return it to Alison Nash (address on form) with
a cheque made payable to EACR. As soon as I
receive £250 worth of orders, I can send off the
first batch. I have already started to receive
orders so don't delay. All profits go to the Bell
Restoration Fund.
Alison Nash

Association Ties
These are on order and should be received by
the end of July. If you would like to purchase
one (or more), please send £10 per tie to Alison
Nash, 24 Nordmann Place, South Ockendon
RM15 6XA, making the cheque payable to
EACR.

Association Registers
Engagements: Congratulations to Lois
Carrington (Hornchurch) and Graham Blissett
Marriages:
Congratulations to Tony
Bloomfield and Julie Brown (both of
Dagenham) married on 24th April and to David
Sparling (Kirby le Soken) and Gill Palmer
married on 12th June.
Wedding Anniversary: Congratulations to
Duncan and Sharon Hayes (Writtle), who
celebrated their silver wedding anniversary
recently.
Birthdays: Congratulations to Charmane May
and Jenny Atkinson (both of Little Baddow),
both had 18th birthdays recently, Jenny Askew
(SE, Unattached), 30 on 6th May, to Jane
Waters (Great Baddow) 50 who celebrated her
50th recently, and to Mary Bone, Hon. Gen.
Sec. (Sawbridgeworth), the BIG 50 on 10th
July.
Deaths: Sadly we report the death of Dick
Roast (LVP, Danbury) who died on 9th April.
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St Andrew's Sandon
The St Andrew's Bellringers and guests rang forth a joyous
introduction to the Flower Festival held over the late May Bank
Holiday weekend. Their intention was to ring a Quarter Peal,
unfortunately this was lost in the closing stages, much to the
disappointment of all concerned. The Ringers continued to work
hard over the weekend running Tower Tours which involved
demonstrating the art of Bellringing and how the bells worked to
over 260 people of all ages who braved the tower steps.
Hopefully some of the visitors will feel encouraged to participate
in "Ring in 2000". The Ringers were only allowed to rest when
it was the turn of teddy bears and a menagerie of furry animals
to parachute from the Tower - all for the cause, or course! The
Festival raised over £2700 which was shared between Church
Funds and Chelmsford and District Mind Association.
Janet Underwood

St Martin's Basildon
The bells were tried out by Whitechapel Foundry ringers on Monday 21June 1999. This was the
final test for the foundry, who can now ask for their money. I have not heard any feedback from
those who rang.
On Friday 25 June 1999 Andy Martin (Southern District Master) and myself attended a champagne
reception and buffet lunch at the Posthouse Hotel Basildon. The lunch was organised to allow the
presentation of certificates to those companies and groups who had made contributions to the
Basildon project (about 35-40 people attended). The certificates were signed by the Lord
Lieutenant and Canon Webber. Canon Webber gave a little talk about each of the presentees, when
he got to EACR, he said that he is looking forward to the Association helping with training ringers.
There was also a raffle for 2 grandstand tickets to the British Grand Prix with tickets at £10 each,
but I did not win it !
The tower is still under the control of the builders Mowlem's until it is officially handed over to the
Church (don't know when). Apparently the try-out by the foundry has highlighted that a few
adjustments of the acoustics (internal and external) are required. The original idea of a "piazza"
around the base of the tower has been shelved in preference for a softer, sound-absorbing, shrubs
and turf arrangement.
The EACR has not handed over its grant of £3000 yet, it is our normal practice for David Sloman
to carry out an inspection of the tower and have a ring. I will keep you all up to date with any
further developments.
Final opening celebration to be sometime on October 1999.
Apart from the above, I do not know any more.
Steve Nash
Master
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Central Council Meeting
As a new girl I was keen to soak up the whole atmosphere of my first Central Council meeting.
The meeting was held in Lincoln, a city I had not visited previously, and when I arrived on the
Saturday afternoon the bells were ringing out a welcome for me. They were really ringing one of
the specially arranged peals for the weekend. I found my hotel and settled in before setting off to
explore. I found the Cathedral without too much trouble and from there located all the other
venues I would need for the weekend.
I wandered round the magnificent cathedral with its beautiful stained glass windows and splendid
architecture before venturing down Steep Hill to the town and eventually to the Headquarters Hotel
and University. Having gone down the hill I then had to retrace my steps and make the climb back
up to my hotel. It was the first of several climbs that weekend. I met up with Fred and Mary
Bone for an evening meal and we then went to the University for a social gathering with some of
the other Central Council representatives, meeting up again with Eric Godfrey, Council Treasurer,
who had attended our own AGM. Whilst Lincoln is a very beautiful city, it is not the place to walk
through nearing midnight unless you have a strong escort. I was lucky.
On Sunday I listened to a debate on the possibility of setting up an Instructors Guild and the
arguments for and against raised some very valid points. I think hat there is no doubt that we shall
be working towards this aim but there is a long way to go before the finer points are agreed. In
the evening I attended a Songs of Praise service in the Cathedral followed by a reception in the
Chapter House. The weather had turned quite cold by this time, which was a shame as the cloisters
would have made a brilliant setting for the evening, but as it was we spent the time inside and
enjoyed the splendid hospitality of the Lincoln ringers.
Monday was the Council meeting proper and as it was the first year of the triennium, all the
committees had to elect their members. Jane Wilkinson stood down and John Anderson too his
place on the platform as Chairman. There was a close vote for Vice Chairman between Derek
Sibson and Michael Henshaw. Only a handful of votes separated the two and Mike was elected.
You will probably have read all the main points of the meeting in the Ringing World and there is
little I can add except to say that it was quite an experience. I had not imagined the number of
people who would be there and every one of them could have their say on whatever subject was
being discussed. I found the whole thing fascinating and it was good to be able to put some faces
to names. I am looking forward to next year when the Council Meeting will be in Bury St
Edmunds and as it is so close to us, some of you may decide to attend as observers and find out a
little more of how the Central Council ticks.
Janet Edwards
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DIARY
August

7

Tower Open Day

Northern

September 4
4
11
18
18
25

District Meeting - Wickham St. Paul (tbc)
District Meeting - Great Leighs
District Call Change competition - Barkingside (tbc)
District Meeting - Gt. Bromley
District Meeting - Eastwood
ASSOCIATION TRAINING DAY - Terling

Northern
South-Eastern
South-Western
North-Eastern
Southern

October

ASSOCIATION DINNER - Benton Hall, Witham
District 12-bell practice - Ipswich (tbc)
Beetle Drive - Tendring
District Meeting - Leytonstone (tbc)
District Meeting - Nazeing
Quiz Night - (venue tbc)

Northern
North-Eastern
South-Western
North-Western
South-Eastern

November 6
13
20
27

District Meeting - Greenstead Green (tbc)
District Meeting & Call Change Comp. - Springfield
District Meeting - (venue tbc)
District 12-bell practice - Waltham Abbey

Northern
South-Eastern
Southern
North-Western

December 4
4
11
11
11
11
11

District Carol Service - Ingrave
District Social - (venue tbc)
District Carol Service - Halstead (tbc)
District Carol Service - Bures
District Carol Service - Newport
District Carol Service - Inworth
Barn Dance - Barking

Southern
South-Eastern
Northern
North-Eastern
North-Western
South-Eastern
South-Western

9
16
16
16
23
23

District Secretaries: -

please ensure that you keep the Newsletter Editor up-to-datewith your programmes

The next edition of Rounds & About is planned for December 1999. Please send contributions to
Vicki Chapman at 20 Mews Court, Chelmsford, CM2 9PF. Tel: 01245 358040, or E-Mail
cvevrc@globalnet.co.uk by 1st November 1999.
Contributions will be included on a first come, first served basis.
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