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The Annual General Meeting
The Association’s Annual General Meeting (the 121st) will be held as usual at Chelmsford Cathedral
on May Day Bank Holiday Monday, 1st May 2000. The arrangements are as follows:
General ringing
Service touch
Annual Service
AGM
Afternoon ringing
Tea at Hornchurch

Contents:
1. AGM
2. 10 Good Reasons.....
3. Training Day
Committee
Millennium gear
4. Celebration Day
Concert
5. Hilda's bell
6. Archbishop & PRO
7. Registers
Basildon
8. Diary
Competition

9.15 to 10.15 am
10.15 am
10.30 am
11.35 am
South-West District

Afternoon ringing details and tea tickets
(£2) are available from the Secretary: Mrs
Mary Bone, 11 Bullfields, Sawbridgeworth,
CM21 9DB.
Please enclose a SAE.

General ringing before the service is for everyone so do come along
and arrive early if possible! Please note that a service will only just
be finishing and you should enter QUIETLY by the West or South
Doors.
The preacher at the service will be the Diocesan Mission Officer and
Millennium Coordinator, Revd R Matthews, and we will be joined as
usual by the Boreham choir. The AGM will start as soon as the
Cathedral has been re-arranged after the service; the Agenda for the
meeting and last year’s Minutes are printed in the Annual Report.
Please order your tea tickets by Wednesday 26th April.
Mary Bone

Following hot on the heels of the success of ‘Ring in 2000’, many of your towers
attracted many new learners. How about turning those learners into members of
the Association? Here are 10 Good Reasons ......

1.

On joining the Association you will receive a Membership Certificate.
Ffor an extra £1.00 you can buy an Association Badge.

2.

As a new member, you also get a ‘New Members Pack’. It tells you tthe
history of the Association, its aims and its objectives.

3.

You will be entitled to a copy of the Association’s Annual Report
ccompletely free of charge (£3.00 to non-members).

4.

The Association holds its A.G.M. at Chelmsford Cathedral on the May
Sspring Bank Holiday Monday. The occasion is marked by a wonderful
sservice in the Cathedral itself, and the Cathedral bells are available for
aanyone to ring.

5.

EACR members must be prepared for a very busy social life. Your
lLocal District often organises Quiz Nights, Outings, Barn Dances, BarB-B-Q’s and Christmas parties.
The Association has access to the most up to date information available,
ssuch as books, videos and computer simulators. We even have our own
WWeb Site! The Association also runs a one-day training day in the
AAutumn.
Many of the Association’s members are able to offer practical help if
hhasty repairs are needed on the bells where you ring. All it’s likely to
cmost you is the price of a local telephone call and a pint of beer –
ccheap at half the price!
Membership automatically includes insurance cover in the unlikely
eevent of an accident while you are ringing or working on bells.
Hhowever, your membership subscription must be kept up to date to
qqualify.
The tower where you ring receives copies of the Association’s
Nnewsletter. It gives the latest news, views and gossip from around the
CCounty, and the Editor is always pleased to receive your contributions.

6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

The social highlight of the year is the Annual Dinner and Dance on the
ssecond Saturday in October. There is a 3 course meal, guest speakers
aand dancing late into the night.

The best reason of all is that you get to make lots of new friends and share a common interest.
So, if you would like to know more about joining the Association, please ask your Tower Captain
or District Officers for details.
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Remember, Remember the 25th
November 2000
We've changed the date of the Training Day this year. It will be on
November 25th, in the South-West district. Please put the date in your
diary NOW! Topics offered will depend on demand, so if there's something you particularly want (that can be done in a day!) please let me
know:
Fred Bone, 11 Bullfields, Sawbridgeworth, CM21 9DB, 01279 726159
or email me at fred.bone@dial.pipex.com.
Fred Bone

Danbury Diary
The Association’s Executive Committee met at
Danbury on 5 February. There was the usual
lengthy agenda. The Committee, as Trustees, are
required to submit a report to the Charity Commission and this has to be approved. The Accounts must also be approved before being submitted to the AGM. We review the arrangements
and agenda for the AGM: this year there is a
proposal to elect a new Life Vice-President
(Adrian Semken) and the nomination goes forward for voting at the AGM. The Association
officers are all willing to stand for re-election
and have been nominated.
Committee papers included a discussion paper
on the new Data Protection Act (the EACR is
registered under the existing Act and is therefore
covered by the transitional arrangements) and a
list of tasks associated with the Essex Ringing
Course.

Adrian Semken had prepared a draft of Safety
Notes for those working on bell restoration
projects; please contact him or the Secretary if
you would like a copy. Mike Bishop gave a
Powerpoint demonstration showing trends in
bell restoration grant income and expenditure.
The appointed officers and district secretaries
reported on recent activities (the Millennium,
restoration work, education, peals, public relations, preparation of the Annual Report - what
colour will it be this time?- and district events
and elections). Tracey Southgate announced that
she would not seek re-appointment for 2001 in
the autumn; contact Tracey if you would like to
volunteer!
And, thanks to the Master’s chairing, we even
finished before 6pm and then adjourned for an
informal session ....
Mary Bone

LAST ORDERS!
There will only be one more order which will be sent to our supplier for Millennium
Clothing. If you have been putting off sending me an order and would like a
sweatshirt or polo-shirt, please don't delay any longer. If you have a queries on colours, please give
me a ring (01708 856876).
The last order will be sent to the supplier on Tuesday 2nd May 2000 (the day after the AGM).
Therefore I must receive your order(s) before that date. I will be at the Essex Course on all three
days and I will be at the AGM on Monday 1st May. You may hand the orders/cheques to me then if
they have not been sent before these dates. I will also have the brochure with me so you can look at
colours. Any forms/cheques received after Monday 1st May will be returned to you.
Alison Nash
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Celebration Day
1st July 2000
Plans are well advanced for this day. We hope everyone
can attend for at least a part of the day.
2pm - 4pm

Village Fair on Writtle Green with stalls,
Bouncy Castle, Beer Tent etc.

We hope to organise an inter District Tug of War. If you are interested in taking part in this, let
your District Officers know.
2pm - 4pm

Exhibition in the Christian Centre. Pritchard Ropes, Hayward Mills, Pam Copson,
etc. will be there.

2pm - 3pm

Some other local towers open.

2pm

6 Bell Striking Competition

5.30pm - 6pm

Striking Competition results and presentation of Millennium Certificates by John
Anderson, President of the Central Council.

7pm

8 Bell Striking Competition

8pm

Results followed by Barn Dance in the Christian Centre.

Refreshments will be available throughout the afternoon.
Plenty for all to see and do. Come and enjoy the day and look out for further information nearer the
time.
(All times are approximate)
Janet Edwards

Riverside Reeds Quartet Concert
Many of you will be aware that Coggeshall are going
to augment their bells to 10 this year. Carol Taylor
(wife of our Hon. Treasurer), and some of her colleagues in Riverside Reeds - a clarinet and saxaphone
quartet - have most kindly offered to give a concert on
21st May in aid of our fundraising effort. The concert
will be in Coggeshall Church at 7pm.
Carol is a most talented clarinettist and saxophonist, and the music she and her colleagues make is of
an extremely high standard. The programme will consist both of light classical and more popular
and jazzy items. There will be a wide range of instruments from the clarinet and saxophone families.
Full details of the programme and ticket arrangements can be obtained from Brian Meads,
01376 562892.
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The Hilda Snowden Service Bell
Gosfield
Some years back, around 1993/94, whilst we were having the clappers overhauled and rebushed,
we noticed that the sound bow on the 3rd was wearing more at one strike point than at the other
and that it was showing more wear than the other 5 bells. What could have caused that we thought?
Of course the answer was simple. The 3rd was used as the Service bell and had been chimed for 5
minutes before every service for 30-odd years. The bells had been rehung and augmented in
1962/63 to a ring of 6 and on top of Service chiming some incumbents had chimed the Angelus
twice a day, every day, as well.
Hilda, responsible for the augmentation, and the Guild she founded, were concerned about the
wear, because if chiming continued it could make the bell 'odd struck'. A decision was made to
alternate the chiming on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th bells with the 2nd and 4th taking most of the work.
Shortly after the discovery Hilda made it known that she would finance a service bell and had
arranged for funds to be made available from her estate when her time came.
Time passed and as we were heading towards the end of the Millennium, Hilda's niece and nephewin-law suggested that it would be good if she could hear her bell for the new Millennium. Bob
Dixey, her nephew-in-law, took on the task of making this happen and obtained an estimate and
plans to fit the new bell in the tower. A faculty was obtained. It required us to ensure that the
tower would take an extra bell; it had to be fitted high in the tower where the wall was half the
thickness of the lower part.
Fund-raising began with an appeal to Hilda's family and bell ringing friends, the majority coming
from Hilda's family. Eventually sufficient funds were raised and an order was placed with Taylor's
for a bell exactly like the existing 3rd. It was cast on 4th November 1999 and work to install the
bell and its frame started the week beginning 15th November. The bell itself was delivered to St.
Catherine's, dedicated at the morning service, and hung, all on 19th November.
Of course, a project like this needs help, and this one was
no exception. Helping with the installation were Steve
Nash, Association Master; Adrian Semken; Mr. R.
Clampin, a parishioner, and the vicar, The Rev'd Derek
Cowie. The heavy lifting was eased with the help of a fork
lift truck loaned by Mr. P. Tutton, a local businessman.
Acknowledgement must be given to Bob Dixey who made
this project possible.
The picture shows the bell and frame installed in the tower.
More pictures can be found on the 'Stop Press' page of the
Association's Web Site. The address is eacr.mcmail.com.
Here you will also find a link to the Dixey family site
where more pictures can be found.
Mike Bishop
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Archbishop of Canterbury visits Essex
As part of his four day visit to the County, on Sunday 20th February Dr. Carey attended a Civic Service at St.
Nicholas Church in Harwich, where he gave a 20-minute address during the hour long service. He was
accompanied by his wife Eileen and also Bishop John of Chelmsford, Bishop Edward of Colchester and the
Archdeacon of Colchester the Ven. Martin Wallace. More than 500 people flocked into the church for the
occasion.
A Civic Reception was held in the Guildhall at Harwich, before the party moved on to the 11th Century
Church of St. John in Great Clacton. This building was closed to worshippers in 1986 after it was declared
unsafe, following a fall of masonry from the ceiling into the nave. But local worshippers have battled to raise
£305,000 of the £870,000 required to restore it. The Revd Guy Thorburn said that he hoped the Archbishop's
visit would give everybody tremendous encouragement. Despite the fact that there was no heating or lighting
in the building, the first service was held since the closure took place on Millennium Eve, with the bells being
specially re-roped to chime. Members of the N.E. District will recall that Revd Thorburn took our ADM
Service at Tending in January, and insisted that the District Master, Paul Bray take him to look at the bells. It
is hoped that as part of the major restoration, the bells can be eventually re-hung for full circle ringing.
St. Nicholas, Harwich
Sunday 20th February 2000
1260 Plain Bob Triples
1. Andy Bennett
2. Tracey Southgate
3. Vicki Chapman
4. Pauline Franks *

5. Paul Bray
6. Guy Nelson
7. Colin Chapman ©
8. Francis Franks

* 1st in the method. On the occasion of the visit to the town of
The Archbishop of Canterbury, The Most Revd and Rt Hon. Dr. George Carey.

Public Relations Officer
I have decided to stand down as Association Public Relations Officer with effect from the October
2000 Committee Meeting. I have detailed below some of the activities that the PRO undertakes
and would urge you all to carefully consider a replacement. If you would like further details, please
do not hesitate to contact me on 01255 507357.
~-~
Press Liaison – to arrange press releases, arrange and where necessary, give interviews regarding
Bell Ringing in Essex via T.V., Radio and local press.
Answer any enquiries from ringers, public, press or clergy either verbally, in writing or via Web
Site, and liaise with other Association Officers as and where necessary.
Attend February and October Committee Meetings, Essex Ringing Course, AGM, Striking
Competition Finals, Training Day and Dinner Dance, Carol Services and ADMs if possible. From
time to time it may be necessary to attend services at other parishes, to represent the Association.
Keep the Hon Gen Secretary and Master fully informed of your actions, and seek advice where
necessary. It may sometimes be necessary to keep some information private and confidential, until
authorised to release it.
Keep the Association’s display boards and display material in good order. Update material
regularly to keep in line with latest developments. The material can be borrowed.
Tracey Southgate
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Association Register
Births:

Congratulations to Colin and Judith Newman (Chigwell Row) on the birth of James William
on 11th November, to David and Hilary Hill (Prittlewell) on the arrival of Martin William on
11th November; to Tim (formerly of Wethersfield) and Caroline Peverett on the birth of
Thomas in December; to Paul and Lesley Neville (Great Parndon) on the arrival of Alice
Emma, born 27th February; to Janine and David Cardwell (Downham) on the birth of
Rebecca Janine; and to Michael (formerly of Coggeshall) and Sylvia Semken on the arrival
of Jamie on 18th March.

Birthdays:

Congratulations to: Andrew Beech (North Ockendon), 30 in November; Carol Brown
(Chelmsford), 50 in December; Bernard Taplin (Gt Totham), Jean Lewis (Gt Yeldham),
Ann Beech (North Ockendon), Chris Pain (Hornchurch), all 60; Leonard Bullock
(Dagenham) 70 in January; and Joan Mansfield (Nazeing) and John Mardon (Purleigh), both
80.

Engagements: Congratulations to: Sarah Palmer and Richard Dunhill (both of Langdon Hills); Karen
Semken (formerly of Coggeshall) and Chris Porthouse; Tracey Wallis and David Bray (both
of Great Holland); Matthew Sloman (Prittlewell) and Charlotte Gallagher.
Weddings:

Belated congratulations to Andrew Attack (Hornchurch) and Anneliese Wolfram married on
11 September and to Lois Carrington (Hornchurch) and Graham Blisset married on 2nd
October 1999.

Anniversaries: Peter and Pam Eves (Chelmsford) celebrated their Ruby Wedding on 27th February. Peter
and Marion Wood (Stebbing) celebrate their wedding anniversary in April., Jim and
Yvonne Towler (Tiptree) celebrated their 30th
Deaths:

It is with sadness that we report the deaths of Robert Ferro (Leigh on Sea), Ron Lumsden
(Walthamstow, St Saviours), Eric Potter (Ingrave), Basil Leggett (Wormingford), Daisy
Andrews (Thorrington), Marcia Seymour (Nazeing) and Frank Jennings (Shalford).

Basildon - EACR Test Ring
The Association's Honorary Technical Advisor inspected the new ring of eight bells at St. Martin of
Tours Basildon, on Saturday 5th February 2000. An invited band from the Southern District
completed a satisfactory test ring, and David Sloman is very impressed with the project. The
Association's grant of £3,000 towards the project will now be finalised. Certain work (i.e. air
conditioning within the tower and external landscaping) remains outstanding, and the structure will
not be formally handed over to the parish until this has been completed. District officers have
already made plans to teach new ringers from the parish at nearby towers. We understand that as St.
Martin's is in Basildon town centre, surrounded by other buildings, ringing will be restricted at first
with priority being given to service ringing.
Tracey Southgate
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DIARY
April

1
8
15
27-29

District Coach Outing
District Meeting - Havering (tbc)
District Striking Competition - Fryerning
Essex Ringing Course - Coggeshall

May

1
19

A.G.M. - CHELMSFORD & South-Western District
District 10-bell practice - Bocking
Northern

June

3
3
10
10
10
10
17
24
25

District Striking Competition - Stisted (tbc)
District Meeting & Rounders Match - Galleywood
District Striking Competition - Tendring
District Striking Competition - Epping Upland
District Striking Competition - Great Wakering
District Striking Competition - Chigwell Row (tbc)
Treasure Hunt
District 10/12-bell practice - Saffron Walden
Barbecue - Terling

Northern
South-Eastern
North-Eastern
North-Western
Southern
South-Western
Southern
North-Western
South-Eastern

July

1
8
22
23

CELEBRATION DAY & STRIKING COMPETITION
District Meeting - Leyton
Treasure Hunt and Barbecue
Barbecue - Shalford

- Writtle
South-Western
North-Eastern
Northern

DistrictSecretaries:

North-Eastern
South-Western
South-Eastern

Please ensure that you keep the Newsletter Editor up-to-date with your
programmes.

Ringer of the Year Competition
This competition is new. It's an idea borrowed from the Bath & Wells Association, with their
permission. The idea is to encourage everyone to achieve that bit extra and improve their ringing and
understanding of the wider involvement. If there are enough applicants, there may be District
Winners as well as an Overall Winner.
It's open to ALL ringers.
It runs from one Annual District meeting to the next. Points are awarded for attending a practice
night, ringing for Sunday service, visiting a different tower, attending a District event etc.
Your Tower Secretary will have the forms. Go on, have a go!

The next edition of Rounds & About is planned for August 2000. Please send contributions to
Vicki Chapman at 20 Mews Court, Chelmsford, CM2 9PF. Tel: 01245 358040, or E-Mail
cvevrc@globalnet.co.uk by 1st July 2000.
Contributions will be included on a first come, first served, basis. The Editor reserves the right to
edit or refuse publication. Inclusion does not imply agreement with or approval of the article by
the Editor or the Essex Association of Change Ringers.
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