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Dinner Time
The Association’s Annual Dinner will be held at the County Hotel,
Rainsford Rd, Chelmsford on Saturday 6 October 2001 at 7 for
7.30pm.
The speakers will be the Master, the Rt Revd James Johnson
(Honorary Assistant Bishop) and Neil Donovan (President of the
Yorkshire Association). The bar will be open til 11.30pm after the
formal proceedings. As usual there will be a raffle in aid of the
Bell Restoration Fund and donations of prizes will be very
welcome.
The menu will be Potato &
Contents
Watercress Soup, Breast of
Chicken with Red Wine sauce
Annual Dinner
1
accompanied
by
seasonal
Millennium Report
2
vegetables, followed by Lemon
Congratulations
2
Tart and coffee. A vegetarian
Striking Competitions
2, 7
Life Membership
2
main course is available and special diets can be catered
for - please specify when ordering your tickets.
What is a Trustee?
3
Tickets are available from Mrs Mary Bone, 11 Bullfields,
Writtle Appeal
4
Sawbridgeworth, CM21 9DB at £22 each (less than last
Ringer of the Year 2000 5
year!). Please enclose your payment (cheques payable to
Golden Jubilee 2002
5
Hornchurch News
6
EACR) and SAE with your order, and include names for
the seating plan. The deadline is 22 September 2001.
Job Spot - PRO
6
Training Day
6
AGM 2001
6
Association Register
7
Diary
8

Millennium Report

The Ridgman Trophy 2001

Just in case you thought you would have the
special Year 2000 report by now, I thought
I had better bring you all up to date. The
report is in hand but a little bit behind
schedule. Surprisingly there were a large
number of certificates that had to be
redone because of spelling errors and even
very recently, we have had them returned.
Obviously the details on the certificates
will form a large part of the report and we
needed to make sure that this was correct.
Thanks to all those who sent in tower
reports. They will all be in the report and
have mostly had to be typed in from hard
copy. We have tried to include all relevant
material but inevitably some reports have
had to be shortened. There is still some
work to be done in collating all the
information but we hope that the Report will
be ready by the October Committee
Meeting.
Janet Edwards

Contrary to all our expectations, the Essex
Association band won this years Ridgman
Trophy.
Our hosts were the Bedfordshire
Association and the competition was held at
All Saints, Kempston. Five teams entered
ringing the set touch of 255 Stedman
Caters and our judges were Pat and Robert
Newton from High Wycombe.
In a close run competition Essex were
placed first with 54 faults; Bedfordshire
were second with 56 faults; the remaining
positions going to Cambridge Univ.,
Hertfordshire and Ely DA respectively.
The band, in which I tried to represent all
the districts to the best of my ability, was
as follows :
1. Michael Edwards, 2. Vicki Chapman, 3. Gill
Sparling, 4. Alan Barber (c), 5. David
Sparling, 6. James Hustler, 7. David
Rothera, 8. Colin Chapman, 9. Brian Meads,
10. Stephen Nash.
My thanks to all the band for their time and
effort, Alan Barber for conducting, Brian
Meads for allowing us to use Coggeshall bells
Life Membership
to practice the touch and especially to Carol
Any nominations for life membership of the Brown for being reserve and chief
Association must be submitted in writing to cheerleader on the day and for standing in
the Secretary by 1 December. All the at the practice session.
information, including details of the
nominee’s work for the Association, is sent The touch for those interested was as
to the districts and given out at the annual follows
district meetings in January. Do consult 231456789
your district officers for advice on the 213654978 1 3 6 8 12 15 18 20 23
criteria.
214365879 2 3 4 6 10 12 14 17 18
Mary Bone
C James Hustler

Congratulations
Congratulations to all the following who
have rung quarters for the first time
recently:
Patrick Draper, Judith Jones, Vivian Jones,
Eleanor Payne, L Gant, Lorraine Shepherd
and K S Nicholas.
and to Duncan Hayes for ringing his first
peal.

Essex Trophy
The inter-Association 10-bell competition
will be hosted by the EACR on Saturday 15
September 2001 at Saffron Walden; the
method is Pudsey Surprise Royal.
Listeners welcome, particularly those
willing to help serve tea!
Mary Bone
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WHAT IS A TRUSTEE?
Firstly, there are two types of trustee under the rules:
a)

charity trustees, who are all the elected and appointed officers who serve on the Executive
Committee; by law they shall be aged 18 years or over and are jointly responsible for the
running of the Association in accordance with its rules; and

b)

Trustees specifically responsible for the safe custody of all the assets and property of the
Association, three of whom are elected as Trustees, and three of whom are ex-officio
Trustees (i.e. who are Trustees because they are the Master, Hon. Secretary and Hon.
Treasurer); all are also charity trustees and serve on the Executive Committee.

This note is not about the responsibilities of charity trustees.
The Trustees at b) have recently been called Custodian Trustees, however this is not in accordance
with Charity Commission guidelines which state: “The job of a custodian trustee is very different
to the job of the charity/managing trustee. The function of custodian trustees is simply to hold
the legal title to the charity's property or investments. Custodian trustees have no role in the
charity's management.”. The Association does not legally transfer the Association's assets and
property to the Trustees, and they are certainly not independent of the management of the
Association. No doubt the Executive Committee will think up a new name for the three elected
Trustees, to avoid confusion with the charity trustees, perhaps “Property Trustees” or something
similar.

What are their Responsibilities
From Rule 11 the TRUSTEES shall be responsible [to the Membership] for:
֠ the safe custody of monies on deposit (i.e. all the financial assets);
֠ books and records and other property of the Association (i.e. the physical assets, e.g. the
library collection, trophies, computers, overhead projectors, display equipment,
demonstration bells, etc.);
֠ maintaining an accurate list of the property of the Association (which is periodically
published in the Annual Report);
֠ signing cheques - any two of the six nominated Trustees shall have the power to sign
cheques (in practice the Treasurer and one other);
and from Rule 10:
֠ appointing Auditors if required (and they have not been previously elected or appointed).

The Role
A Trustee is a member of the Executive Committee and a charity trustee, as such, is expected to
attend the meetings of that Committee and participate in the decision-making process. Trustees
are often asked to undertake ad-hoc tasks, as and when necessary, to ensure the smooth running
of the Association. In the past these have ranged from work specifically related to the assets inventories, finding new storage locations, insurance, refurbishment and repair - to redrafting
rules for consideration at Executive Committees.

Personal Qualities
Anyone wishing to become a Trustee should be a trusted member of the Association. Ideally they
should have previously held an Association Office, e.g. Master, Hon. Gen. Secretary or Treasurer.
Failing that they should at least have served in the same capacity at District level. They should be
well known and respected members with a thorough knowledge of how the Association works.
They should be enthusiastic and keen to see the Association grow in sympathy with its aims and
objectives but mature enough to respect and learn from its history.
Mike Bishop, Colin Chapman, Bernard Fairhead

www.eacr.org.uk www.eacr.org.uk www.eacr.org.uk www.eacr.org.uk
~3~

Project Summary and Progress
The eight bells in the tower of All Saints Church, Writtle
were installed in 1811 when the tower was rebuilt following
the collapse of the original tower in 1800. The bells have
always been quite difficult to ring and this difficulty is
growing due to the increasing flexibility of the old wooden
frame and wear and tear of the fixtures and fittings. The
problem is exacerbated by the bells being located higher in
the tower than they need to be.
To overcome these difficulties, we plan to replace the old
frame with a new metal one that will be located slightly lower in the Tower. At the same
time we plan to recast and augment the bells to provide a heavier peal of ten bells with a
Tenor weighing about 31 cwt. in the key of D major. Two smaller bells (o and -1) will also be
included (making a total of twelve) to provide an alternative lighter peal of eight bells in the
key of A major. The frame design will include a pit for a thirteenth bell (the 2nd of a
diatonic twelve) thus enabling easy augmentation to a ring of twelve at some future date.
As part of this project we also plan to improve the sound distribution around the tower by
building a sound lantern on the roof.
The total cost of the project will be in the region of £130,000 and we are hoping that the
majority of this money can be raised by sponsorship. The time scale for completion of the
project will depend upon how quickly the funds can be raised, but we are setting ourselves
the ambitious target of having the bells ringing in time to celebrate the Queen's golden
jubilee in June 2002. To achieve this we will need to be in a position to place our order in
Oct/Nov 2001. Since our project launch in March 2001 we have raised just over £47,000.
This sum comprises many donations and
specific pledges to sponsor seven of the bells.
An excellent start but we still have some way
to go!
On Bank Holiday Monday 28th May we held a
Teddy Bear parachuting event which was a
great success. For a fee of £1 your Teddy was
briefed by the ground crew and fitted with a
parachute. He was then hoisted to the top of
the tower and following a further briefing by
the aircrew he was launched off. On completion
of the jump he was issued with a bravery
certificate. The adjacent picture shows a
Teddy receiving his final briefing prior to his
jump. 330 Teddy-jumps took place and some of
the more enterprising Teddies got themselves
sponsored. At the end of the afternoon 670
balloons were launched and within a few days
we were getting race cards back from Holland,
Germany and Belgium. However the winning
balloon flew some 750 miles, across the Alps to
just outside Graz in Austria!
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Other fund raising events include:
Handbell Ringers Coffee Morning - Saturday 1st September at 9 Chancery Place,
Writtle. 10.00am - 12 noon. Writtle Handbells, plants, cakes and stalls.
Quiz Night - Saturday 29th September in the Christian Centre.
8.00pm - 11.00pm. Supper provided. Bring your own liquid refreshment.
Tables of 6 to 8 persons. Tickets at £7 are available from Marion Brewster
01245 420648 or Christina Fleckney 01245 421166.
Police Band Concert - 27th April 2002 in All Saints Church, Writtle. Details to follow.
Other fundraising events are at an embryonic stage at present. Details will be published in
due course and more details of the whole project are available on our website at
www.writtleringers.org.uk.
Many thanks for the support we have received so far for this project and if you have any
questions, comments or suggestions then please do get in touch.
Phil Stephens, Tower Captain, All Saints Writtle. Tel: 01245 421022

Whitechapel Bell Foundry

OPEN DAY
Saturday 1st September 2001

Ringer of the Year
In case there's anyone who doesn't know,
Christine Drake (Tollesbury) was the winner
of the "Ringer of the Year 2000"
competition, and received her prize at the
AGM on May 7th. Congratulations to
Christine.
The winning score was 483, a magnificent
total. The largest contribution to this was
for practice nights: Christine attended no
less than 157 practice nights during the
year! She also scored 133 for new towers
visited, more than all the other entrants put
together.
As you know, we are not running a
competition this year, but plan to run one in
2002. There will be some changes to the
rules: it will run for the calendar year, and
will have a definite closing date! The scoring
system is also going to be adjusted, in the
light of comments received (more comments
and suggestions are welcome).
Fred Bone
Education Officer

Open from 1000 to last admission 1600 hrs
Admission £7 adult / £4 child
www.whitechapelbellfoundry.co.uk

Golden Jubilee 2002
Next year the Queen will mark the 50th
anniversary of her Accession. She will
attend a Service of Thanksgiving in St Paul’s
on Tuesday 4 June. Both Monday 3 and
Tuesday 4 June will be Bank Holidays
(Monday 27 May will not be a Bank Holiday).
On 22 June the Prime Minister announced
part of the Queen’s programme. The full
text of his speech is on the Golden Jubilee
website(http://www.goldenjubilee.gov.uk).
It’s not too early to start planning your
special ringing, particularly if you rang for
the Queen’s Accession or Coronation, or for
the Silver Jubilee in 1977.
Mary Bone
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2 More For Hornchurch
Two new bells for Hornchurch were cast at Taylors bell foundry on 2nd August. They are
due to be installed in early November and will be ringing by the end of that month.

Job Spot
Public Relations Officer: At present the Association does not have a PRO. Tracey
Southgate relinquished the position last year and as yet, no one has come forward to
volunteer. The role can be split up into more manageable parts, so you don't have to take on
all of it. If you would like further information about this very important job within the
Association, please contact Tracey on 01255 507357.

St. Mary`s
Training Day
The Training Day this year will be on
November 24th, in the South-West district
again. Please put the date in your diary
NOW! Topics offered will depend on
demand, so if there's something you
particularly want (that can be done in a day!)
please let me know: my address and phone
number are in the Report, or email me at:
Fred.bone@dial.pipex.com.
Fred Bone
Education Officer

Once bells rang out from ancient spire
To call the people and the squire,
From house and hall and fields and wood
To prayer and praise as Christians should.
Bells still rang forth when railways came.
The scene would never be the same,
New houses stood where once the fields
Made fruit and grain their harvest yields.
The squire`s hall, now office block
Vibrates to passing traffic`s shock
As round the church the lorries go
In one, eternal traffic flow.
But still those bells ring out to say
Our message is the same today.
Lynda Lee

The AGM
There was plenty of ringing before our annual service in Chelmsford Cathedral at which the
Bishop of Colchester, one of our Vice-Presidents, gave the address, referring to bell
ringing’s part in our Christian culture. Canon Andrew Knowles conducted the service, the
Master read the lesson and the prayers were led by our Chaplain, Canon Roger Mason. The
anthem, sung by the Boreham choir, was Handel’s “O praise the Lord with one consent”.
The 122nd AGM was conducted briskly, with no contentious items. All the Association
officers were re-elected. A “job description” for Custodian Trustee appears elsewhere in
this Newsletter as Mike Bishop has stated that he will definitely not stand for election
next year! Christine Drake won the Ringer of the Year competition; she was presented with
a certificate and a copy of The Bob Caller’s Companion. In the afternoon we met again for
ringing in the North-East district with tea at Tendring. Layer-de-la-Haye was the first
tower and attracted a large number of visitors. After months of rain it was lovely to be
able to stand and listen to the ringing in sunshine.
I would like to thank all those involved in the day’s arrangements, particularly the
Cathedral authorities, Mrs Walker, Miss Hilliar and the Boreham choir, Tracey Southgate
and the NE district.
Make a note of the date for next year: Bank Holiday Monday 6 May 2002.
Mary Bone
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The Finals
The Striking Competition finals were held at Bentley Common and Brentwood on 7 July. The
judges for the 6-bell competition were David and Pam Manger; Shane Saunders and John
Ford judged the 8-bell competition.
12 teams competed in the 6-bell inter-district finals. In a very close finish Coggeshall were
the winners (15 faults), 2nd place Dagenham (16), 3rd Kirby-le-Soken (29), 4th Little
Waltham (33), 5th North Ockendon (35), 6th Writtle (38), joint 7th Bocking and
Colchester St Leonard (51), 9th Stansted Mountfitchet (53½), 10th Great Parndon (65),
11th Hornchurch (67½) and 12th Downham (did not complete).
All six districts competed in the 8-bell competition ringing a plain course of Pudsey S
Major. The South-East District came first again (43 faults), 2nd Southern (62), 3rd
South-West (71), 4th North-West (122), 5th North-East (126) and 6th Northern (169).
Our congratulations to the winners and to all those who competed in district competitions.
Thank-you to the judges, the MCs, Andy Martin and Georgina Dearing for the organisation,
and especially to Bentley Common and Brentwood for the refreshments and tea.
Mary Bone

Association Register
Birthdays: Belated congratulations to Marika Pascovitch (Shrub End) who celebrated her
18th birthday in February, Queenie Brown (Braintree), who celebrated her
70th in February, Sarah Pye (Rayleigh) who was 18 on 11th February, Lin Ould
(Braintree) celebrated her 50th birthday in March, Pat Cross (Maldon)
celebrated his 70th in March, Sarah Mahood (Braintree) who was 18 in April
and Hannah Clark (Braintree) 18 in May, Howard Hardy-King (Gt Totham) 18 in
April, Bill Lewis (Braintree) who was 50 in June, and John Felgate (Colchester)
who was 60 on 28th June.
Births:

Congratulations to Andrew and Anneliese Attack (Hornchurch) on the arrival
of Max Charles on 3rd April, and for the births of Benjamin Daniel Holder and
Rebecca Elizabeth Scott (Great Parndon)

Engagements: Congratulations to Catherine Stanway and Alan Gisby (Langdon Hills) who
were engaged in April.
Weddings: Jennifer Godden and Mathew Treherne of Little Baddow who were married in
June.
Anniversaries: Congratulations to Dennis and Barbara Taylor (Rayne) who celebrated their
Ruby Wedding in March, Paul and Elaine Mitchell (Rayleigh) who celebrated
their Silver Wedding in February, Stephen and Christine Halliwell (Thorpe
Bay) celebrated their Silver Wedding in February, Bernard and Josie Sadler
(Prittelwell) who celebrated their Golden Wedding in March, Ann and Brian
Beech (North Ockendon) who celebrated their Ruby Wedding in March, Nan
and Mike Gibson (Tollesbury) who celebrated their Ruby Wedding,
Deaths:

It is with regret that we report the deaths of Barbara Nash of Wanstead and
Derick Ince-Jones of Hutton.
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DIARY
Sept 1
District Meeting & Harvest Supper - Tillingham
8
District Meeting - Stebbing
8
District Call Change Competition - (venue tbc)
15
District Meeting - Harwich
15
District Meeting - North Ockendon
17-23 Quarter Peal Week
22
Quiz Evening
22
District 10/12-bell practice - Waltham Abbey
29
Quiz Night - Writtle
Oct

South-Eastern
Northern
South-Western
North-Eastern
Southern
Northern
Northern
North-Western
South-Eastern

6
13
20
20
20
20
27

ASSOCIATION DINNER - County Hotel, Chelmsford
COMMITTEE MEETING - Danbury
District 12-bell practice - Saffron Walden
Beetle Drive - Tendring
District Ringing Outing
District Meeting - Leyton (tbc)
District Meeting - Steeple Bumpstead

Nov

10
10
17
24
24

District Meeting - Felsted & Great Dunmow
Northern
Call Change Competition & District Meeting - Sandon
South-Eastern
District Meeting - Prittlewell
Southern
ASSOCIATION TRAINING DAY - South-Western District
District Training Day - Galleywood & Ingatestone (tbc) South-Eastern

Dec

1
1
1
8
8
15
15

District Carol Service - Rettendon
District Social - Boreham
District Social - Wanstead
District Carol Service - Colne Engaine (tbc)
District Carol Service - Wivenhoe
District Carol Service - Matching
District Carol Service - Purleigh

Northern
North-Eastern
Southern
South-Western
North-Western

Southern
South-Eastern
South-Western
Northern
North-Eastern
North-Western
South-Eastern

Data Protection Act 1998
Many thanks to all the tower correspondents, district and association officers who completed and
returned the Data Protection Act declarations. These declarations remain valid indefinitely or until
you cease to hold office. There are still a few declarations which have not been returned, so please
return them as soon as possible.
Please let either your district or the association secretary know of any changes to your contact
details or the conditions which apply.
Mary Bone

The next edition of Rounds & About is planned for December 2001. Please send
contributions to Vicki Chapman at 20 Mews Court, Chelmsford, CM2 9PF. Tel: 01245
358040, or E-Mail vicki@cvevrc.co.uk by 1st November 2001.
Contributions will be included on a first come, first served, basis. The Editor reserves
the right to edit or refuse publication. Inclusion does not imply agreement with or
approval of the article by the Editor or the Essex Association of Change Ringers.
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