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October Committee Meeting
The Association’s Executive Committee met on 13 October at Danbury for its autumn meeting. As
usual there was a lengthy agenda (22 items) and the meeting lasted until nearly 6pm; unfortunately
this was on a beautiful sunny afternoon - we managed to go outside during the tea break to enjoy
the sunshine!
Many of the agenda items are routine: minutes of the previous meeting, correspondence, reports
from the appointed officers and from all the sub-committees, and the appointment of Committee
officers. Each district also gives a brief report on their major activities since the last Committee
meeting: this is an excellent opportunity to swap ideas within the Association.
The Treasurer introduced a discussion on restructuring the district officers’ posts, to reduce the
administrative load on district secretaries and establish the position of District Treasurer. There
was a lively debate on the roles of the Deputy Master and the Committee Representative and
members were also concerned about the total size of the Committee. Such a change requires an
amendment to the Association’s Rules; a proposal will be prepared for consideration at the
February Committee meeting and the next AGM.
The Committee approved the Trustees’ proposal to extend the life of the 6-bell Striking
Competition Trophy by adding a new base; this will give space to record the winners for several
decades. The refurbished and extended trophy will be on display next year.
Two applications for grants from the Bell Restoration Fund were considered. A further grant of
£1,000 was voted for Terling, where the ringing floor has now been installed and the costs were
double those of the original estimate. The application from Writtle, towards the costs of installing
the new ring of 10 bells in a 13-bell frame, caused lengthy discussion. After careful consideration
of the many different factors involved, the Committee voted to fund the cost of the 8th and hoped
that additional donations might enable this grant to be transferred to the Tenor. Members
emphasised that the size of this grant must not affect other applications in the next few years.
Fortunately there were only a few items of AOB to conclude the meeting. Discussion continued
informally on the Green and in a nearby hostelry.
Mary Bone

The first meeting of the sub-group took place in September. The Group currently
consists of Andrew Brewster (SE), Charlotte Mackle (N), Barry Fisher (NW),
Sandra Lee (SW), Andy Martin (S), Mary Bone, Steve Nash and Andrew Taylor,
Janet Edwards and myself as Convenor. As yet we have no representative from
the NE District and would urge anyone who has an interest, or is good with ideas to
join us.
This initial meeting was used as a "brain storming" session. We looked at the dates
for 2004 and marked off the ones that we knew would already have either a
District or Association event, so we could look at dates to consider for holding
specific celebration events if appropriate. The actual date of the Anniversary is
2nd June which will be on a Wednesday.
The following are ideas that have been raised so far. It must be mentioned that most of these suggestions
are only in the investigation stages, therefore we have not committed to anything yet, however there are a
couple that the Group took an "executive" decision on, under the guidance of the Master!
Ringing World Calendar - unfortunately 2004 had already been taken, however we have been pencilled in for
2005 .
Restoration / Augmentation Project - Already a number of suggestions had been received for possible
projects. It was felt that some sort of application process would need to happen. More details soon.
CD - It might be nice to have a recording of ringing around the Association for sale.
Memorabilia - The usual type of memorabilia would be available as well as a specially designed badge.
Dorothy L Sayers - 2004 coincides with the 70th anniversary of the publication of The Nine Taylors. Colin
Chapman had been in discussion with the Dorothy L Sayers Society to enable the letters held in the EACR
Library to be published in the Ringing World. The Society was also keen to republish the book. The Group
would keep an eye on developments and consider using the book as a feature of the celebrations somehow.
Commemorative Event - It was felt that some sort of event as near to the actual anniversary date as possible
should take place. The suggestion included a Service and some sort of social gathering at Writtle, the
birthplace of the Association.
Quarters & Peals - Each District would be asked to organise a Quarter Peal Week to include all the towers in
the District. A volunteer would be sought to organise as many Peals throughout the Association during the
course of the year.
Roaming Exhibition - Previously an exhibition had been placed in Chelmsford Cathedral and Colchester Castle.
It was felt that exhibitions could be placed in Libraries / Museums etc around the County.
Barn Dance - This would be considered as a possible social event to coincide with a Commemorative Event.
Family Fun Day - There had been mixed messages received regarding the Fun Day that was held during the
Millennium Celebrations, therefore it was felt that some "market research" should take place before
considering another one.
Essex Trophy - The original Essex Trophy striking competition was arranged specifically for the 100th
anniversary, therefore it was considered appropriate to host this event for the 125th anniversary.
Association / District Open Day - It was considered that to organise an Association wide open day would be
too vast, however it was suggested that each District should take it in turn to arrange an open day each year.
The SE District would be hosting one in 2002; therefore we would like a volunteer for 2004 please.
Annual Dinner - It was suggested that we should try to find a celebrity, or alternative type of speaker for
the Dinner. Further, it was felt that it would be appropriate for a member of the Dorothy L Sayers Society
should be invited.
Session Beer - The Mighty Oak Brewery had brewed a specially commissioned beer for the Millennium
celebrations, and it was suggested that they be asked to brew another special beer for us.
Update Change Ringing In Essex - It was suggested that Joe Roasts book should be updated as it was
published in 1978. The Group will be talking to Joe to gain his agreement and assistance.
Year Book - It was considered that a Year Book would be a fitting way to recall all the events arranged for
the anniversary year. It would contain details of special events as well as all the Quarters and Peals that
were arranged.
Association Carol Service - An Association wide Carol Service had been dismissed previously, however this
meeting thought that for this particular year, all District Carol Services should be amalgamated in to one.
We would like a volunteer please.
It was agreed that for now meetings should happen quarterly, and the next meeting would take place on
Thursday 31st January 2002 at Barry's, 21 Honeybrook, Waltham Abbey. We would be pleased to receive any
further ideas, and anyone else who would like to join the Group.
Vicki Chapman
Convenor - 125th Anniversary Celebrations Group
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BOOK STALL
The EACR Book Stall is 'under new management'. Any enquiries
should now be directed to Clare and Andrew - contact details as
below.
Clare and Andrew Beech
51 Newmarket Way
Hornchurch
RM12 6DS
Telephone number: 01708 440939
emails: clarebeech@supanet.com or andrewbeech@supanet.com

Memorial Service for the Victims of the Twin Towers Disaster
On Tuesday 16th October, the bells of Chelmsford Cathedral were rung half muffled for
a Joint Emergency Services Memorial Service. The Service was held for members of the
Essex Ambulance Service, Essex Police Service and Essex County Fire & Rescue Service to
honour their colleagues that lost their lives helping others during the terrorist attacks on
America in September.
The Essex Police Band and Choir performed during the Service and both the American and
British National Anthems were sung. The Last Post was sounded followed by a one minute
silence. Chief Officers then laid wreaths at the altar. A collection was taken and the
proceeds were sent to The Twin Towers Fund, established by the Mayor of New York.

The 12th Essex Ringing Course will be held between the 4th and 6th
April 2002. That is the Thursday, Friday and Saturday after
Easter.
On offer will be the usual range of groups based on ringing from
rounds and call changes, advancing through Bob Doubles and Bob
Minor to more advanced methods such as Treble Bob and Surprise.
There are only 6 students in each practical group and each group is
supported by a team of helpers all being lead by the Group Tutor.
Further details can be found in the Course Brochure which,
together with application forms, will be available by Christmas. The
brochure can be obtained from Vicki Chapman, 20 Mews Court, Chelmsford CM2 9PF.
Please remember to enclose a stamped, self addressed envelope. The closing date for
applications is 16th February 2002. Early application is recommended but as the allocation
of places depends on what the demand is, there can be no guarantee of a place.
In order for the Course to be successful helpers are also needed to assist at all levels
during the practical ringing sessions. If you would like to be a helper please volunteer don't wait to be asked.
Vicki Chapman
Course Administrator
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The Annual Dinner
The Crystal Room at the County Hotel, Chelmsford was the new venue for the Annual Dinner held on
October 6th 2001. Our guests were the Right Reverend James Johnson, Honorary Assistant
Bishop, his wife Joyce and Mr Neil Donovan, President of the Yorkshire Association and his guest.
Nearly 80 people enjoyed the meal of Potato and Watercress Soup, Breast of Chicken with Red
Wine Sauce, followed by an enormous helping of Lemon Tart.
After dinner the Master proposed a toast to the Queen. With the after dinner speech sweepstake
having done the rounds, the Master then continued. He mentioned the latest developments at
Basildon, where the Association had given money to assist with the installation of the bells and
fittings, only to see them standing unused while legal matters are pursued. It could not go without
mention of the horrific attacks in New York and Washington and the profound effect that this had
on a wider community. He continued, mentioning that the ringing had been suspended at his own
church at North Ockendon from January to July whilst essential work was carried out. In
proposing a toast to the Church, he concluded by saying that Towers and bells were not the only
parts of a church that needed work, and that it was important for the whole body of the church to
keep working towards a better and safer world.
In reply, the Right Reverend James Johnson said that earlier that day he had been a guest at the
40th anniversary celebration of Ernie Stroud at Leigh, and that he had to remember not to eat too
much in preparation for this evenings meal. Bishop Johnson was born on the island of St Helena and
remembered his father climbing up the local church to chime the 2 bells. When he was a lad, he'd
tried it and got stuck half way up. There are no peals of bells on the island, however the one bell at
the Cathedral can be heard all over the island. He said to be a ringer in the 18th Century was
apparently to be a drunk and a layabout. Clergy had vacated the belfry and standards were low at
that time. He had found records suggesting that with the agreement of the local pub, at the end of
ringing, someone would toll the tenor, which would indicate how many pints the landlord should pull.
The Bishop continued to say that wherever he had been he had always been on good relations with
the ringers, and the church are in gratitude for the work that bellringers do. He concluded by
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wishing the Association a prosperous future and luck with the celebrations to come for the Queen's
Jubilee next year.
Neil Donovan said that attending the Essex Dinner was a return match, as David Sparling had been
to Yorkshire during his time as Master. He likened finding speakers to trying to find judges for a
striking competition. He remembered the first few striking competitions he had been asked to
judge. During the first one a helicopter hovered overhead, the second time, the ringing had to
compete with chainsaws. He told of the Barnsley District competition rules, whereby each
individual must test their own bell for 3 pulls, there were then 3 minutes of practice. One
particular year there were only two teams entered and they decided that they would ring 600
changes each as there was no set number. Extra penalties were awarded for not setting the bells at
the end. Neil's first visit to Essex was during a peal tour of 1969, he mentioned several Essex
ringers who were part of the band, some of whom were present. He told how he had become the
Education Officer and in time a Tutor at the Hereford Course. He congratulated the Essex Ringing
Course on it's success. He concluded that team work was very important, and that it was evident
that we had a good team in Essex. He made mention of the Millennium celebrations, the leaflets,
ringing schools and everything that made our Ring in 2000 campaign a success.
We were then treated to 3 leads of Kent Treble Bob on handbells given by Colin Chapman, Brian
Meads, Adrian Malton and David Sparling.
The speeches took 43 minutes 47 seconds and the sweepstake was won by David Barclay. The
raffle raised £125.
Our thanks to Mary Bone for her superb organisation. An event like this doesn't just happen.
Please lend your support to next year's dinner, otherwise how will we ever find out how to get a light
crispy bottom to a tart - Carol Brown!

Have you got
your copy
yet?
£3.50 each from
District Secretaries
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A Request for Help
As you may be aware here in East Bergholt
our bells are unique, being housed in a cage
at ground level rather than a tower and rung
by hand. Not only that, they the heaviest 5
bells in the country!
Two years ago ringing was suspended after
an accident and because of the change in the
interpretation of Health and Safety
legislation affecting churches they have
remained silent ever since.
The good news is that after a great deal of
work by a dedicated committee ringing will
restart once a set of work to improve safety
has been completed. One thing we had to
produce was a Ringer's Handbook. I have
made this available via the web site
www.eastbergholt-bells.org.uk as it may be
of help to other towers to help them avoid
suffering from the same problems as we
have.
All I am asking is a donation towards our
appeal to pay for the work needed to
improve safety. With 8000 towers in the
UK, if every tower gave only £4 we would
have enough money!. To make it easy,
donations can be made on-line.
I would be grateful for any publicity you
could give our cause amongst the ringing
community in Essex
Thank you
Paul Ireland

Ringer of the Year 2002
The "Ringer of the Year" competition is
back, with a few changes. To begin with it
will run for 52 weeks starting from 1st
January; and this time I've remembered to
set a definite closing date (31 Jan 2003).
The scoring system has been adjusted to
put a little more emphasis on attending
practice nights and service ringing.
Entry forms will be available from your
District Secretary. Get one and have a go someone's got to win!
Fred Bone
Education Officer

ESSEX TROPHY
The Essex Trophy Competition, due to be
held at Saffron Walden on 15 September
2001, was postponed at the request of the
Vicar. Unfortunately it proved impossible to
arrange another date which did not clash
with many other ringing events.
The Hertford County Association have
kindly agreed to host the competition in
2002, provisionally on 14 September.

Association Officers for 2002
Written nominations for Association officers, proposed and seconded by individual
members, must be received by the Secretary by 1 February 2002. Most current officers
are willing to be nominated for re-election, but this year it really is true that Mike Bishop
does not seek re-election as a Trustee so additional nominations for this position are
required. Nominations do not need to be made at a district meeting and can be sent
directly to reach the Secretary before the deadline.
Information about any nominations for Life membership of the EACR will be available at
the Annual District Meetings.
Elections will take place at the 2002 Annual General Meeting, which will be held on 6 May,
Bank Holiday Monday, at Chelmsford Cathedral.
Mary Bone
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That's a First!
The following ringers are to be congratulated for ringing their first Quarter or Peal.
Quarter:
Tom Clark (3/6/01), Maureen Jones (19/6/01), Daniel J Shearmur (26/7/01), Peter
Mapley (29/7/01), A Rohrer (10/9/01), Anna James (25/8/01), Vivian Hamilton (1/9/01),
Vince Lungley (21/9/01), Ruth Teverson (19/09/01) and David J Burton (29/10/01), Wendy
Upson (6/10/01), Bill Griffith-Jones (6/10/01), Geraldine Roper (6/10/01), Linda Bowran
(6/10/01), Richard Bowran (6/10/01), Chris Teale (10/10/01), Carol Wilkinson (14/10/01),
Michelle Harvey (12/8/01).
Peal:
Martin Cansdale (22/7/01), Matthew Rayner (1/9/01), D Stephen Wyber (1/9/01) and
John GJ Elliott (13/10/01).

With this Newsletter you should find...
A Quarter Peal form for you to record Quarter Peals rung during 2002, please send
it to the Peals Secretary by early January 2003. Don't forget to return your 2001
form by 15th January 2002 (or e-mail your list to pealsec@cvevrc.co.uk).
A poster for the 2002 Essex Ringing Course.

Association Register
Birthdays: Congratulations to Jim Laken who celebrated his 60th, Nick Allen who was 18
on 3rd August, Maurice Downs was 65 in August and to Harry Millatt who was
86 on 14th October.
Births:

Congratulations to Tony and Julie Bloomfield on the birth of Ella Charlotte on
12th July, to David & Hilary Hill on the birth of Rachel Charlotte on 7th
October, and to Anna and Gerry Engwell on the birth of Elliot on 14th
October.

Engagements: Congratulations to Matthew O'Connor and Gemma Horton.

Weddings: Congratulations to Hazel Rothera (formerly Chelmsford Cathedral) who
married Philip Armstrong on 1st September, and to Jane Emery (Gt Baddow)
and Gavin Belsham who were married on 29th September.
Anniversaries:Congratulations to Margaret and Peter Laws who celebrated their 35th
wedding anniversary, Mary and Barry Fisher who celebrated 28 years and
Diane and Stuart Ricketts who celebrated 26 years, Vic and Dorothy Dale and
Joyce and Tony Amerlaan celebrated their Ruby Anniversaries.
Deaths:
We regret to report the deaths of Colin Keiller, (former Tower Captain at
Epping), Brian Keeble (Layer de la Haye), Revd John Hall (Great Dunmow)
www.eacr.org.uk www.eacr.org.uk www.eacr.org.uk www.eacr.org.uk
~7~

DIARY
Dec

1
1
1
8
8
15
15

2002
Jan 5
5
12
12
19
26

District Carol Service - Rettendon
District Social - Boreham
District Social - Wanstead
District Carol Service - Colne Engaine
District Carol Service - Wivenhoe
District Carol Service - Matching
District Carol Service - Purleigh

Southern
South-Eastern
South-Western
Northern
North-Eastern
North-Western
South-Eastern

ADM - Great Yeldham & Sible Hedingham
ADM - Writtle
ADM - Layer de la Haye
ADM - Chigwell - (tbc)
ADM - South Weald
ADM - Saffron Walden & Ashdon

Northern
South-Eastern
North-Eastern
South-Western
Southern
North-Western

The next edition of Rounds & About is planned for April 2002. Please send contributions
to Vicki Chapman at 20 Mews Court, Chelmsford, CM2 9PF. Tel: 01245 358040, or EMail vicki@cvevrc.co.uk by 1st March 2002.
Contributions will be included on a first come, first served, basis. The Editor reserves
the right to edit or refuse publication. Inclusion does not imply agreement with or
approval of the article by the Editor or the Essex Association of Change Ringers.
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