
 
 

NEWSLETTER 
No. 81                   February 2004 

 

ANNUAL DISTRICT MEETING HELD AT THORPE BAY  
ON SATURDAY 17 JANUARY 2004 
 

The Master, Andrew Beech, thanked all members and District Officers for their support during 2003 
and reviewed the main District events of the past year.  He encouraged members to support not 
only the District events for 2004 but also the celebrations for the Association's 125th Anniversary.   
 
District Officers for 2004: 
All of the current Officers confirmed their willingness to stand and were re-elected unopposed. 
 
Master:   Andrew Beech  51 Newmarket Way, Hornchurch, Essex RM12 6DS 

    � 01708 440939  � 07957 384764 

    � andrewbeech@supanet.com 

Deputy Master:  Phil Harrison  24 Theobalds Road, Leigh-on-Sea, Essex SS9 2NE 
      � 01702 711193 
Secretary/Treasurer: Chris Bailey  6 Parkway, Shenfield, Brentwood, Essex CM15 8LH 

     � 01277 226614 

� chris@thebaileyhome.freeserve.co.uk 
Committee Rep: Mo Venus  61 Tudor Gardens, Shoeburyness, Essex SS3 9QJ 
      � 01702 293193  � 07968 482811 

      � movns@aol.com 

Education Officer: Gordon Lucas  38 York Road, Ashingdon, Rochford, Essex SS4 3HQ 
      � 01702 545941 
 

Nominations for Association Officers: The meeting was told that all of the current Officers, with the 
exception of Janet Edwards (a CCCBR Representative), had declared their willingness to stand for 
re-election and currently require to be nominated.  At least one additional nomination is required 
for a CCCBR Representative.  Any new nominations had to be forwarded directly to Mary Bone by  
1 February. 
There were two nominations for Life Membership of the Association.  They are James Towler of 
Inworth (proposed by Terry Earle and seconded by Susan Page) and Denis Hewitt of St. Mary's 
Walthamstow (proposed by Dennis Ellisdon and seconded by Jim Laken).  The nominations will be 
considered at the February Committee Meeting and then go forward to a vote at the AGM in May. 
 
The following new Ringing Members were elected: 
Gerald Cash  (Brentwood) 
Holly Mifsud   (Hutton)           
Lauren King    (Downham) (Junior Member) 
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The 2004 District programme was circulated and is attached to this newsletter. 
Andrew encouraged all members to come along to the October afternoon practice at Prittlewell even 
if this would be their first time on 10 bells. He said that there would be lots of rounds and call 
changes rung for those less familiar at ringing on higher numbers and stressed that the practice was 
for everyone. 
 
The rules for the proposed Call Change Competition to be held prior to the September meeting will 
soon be published. 
AGM 3 May - Our District is due to host the afternoon ringing and tea.  
EACR 125th Anniversary Special Events - Anniversary Peals: Terry Earle (Co-ordinator) reported 
that he had contacted all towers in the District and had received 9 replies to date, most were 
positive. He asked that everyone respond as soon as possible and let him know of any difficulties in 
shortages of ringers. 
Anniversary Quarter Peal Month (March): Steve Hunter (Co-ordinator) had similarly contacted all 
towers and asked to be kept informed as to progress. 
Andy Martin had circulated leaflets detailing all anniversary events and urged all members to 
support them where possible. He thanked all towers for responding and agreeing to support the 
Association Open Day on Bank Holiday Monday, 30 August.  Towers would be contacted again by 
late April to establish final details of access, manning, refreshments, etc. 
Auction of Calendar Pictures: Mary Bone conducted an auction for the two original drawings of 
towers from the Southern District featured in the Anniversary Calendar.  The Brentwood sketch was 
bought by the Brentwood Ringers and the picture of Basildon tower was bought by Alison Nash.  
Proceeds went to the Bell Restoration Fund. 
 
Any other business 
Steve Nash reminded everyone of the Essex Ringing Course at Coggeshall 15-17 April and 
encouraged everyone to support it either as student or helper. All details on the website. 
Janet Edwards asked for volunteers to man the Helpdesk during the CCCBR visit 28-30 May. 
Chris Bailey asked if there were any changes to tower correspondents details for the Annual Report. 
New correspondents were required to sign Data Protection Forms. 
Finally, The Master thanked the Rev. Robert Farrell, for kindly taking the Service, Nita Downe for 
playing the organ and the Thorpe Bay Ringers for the use of the bells and providing the tea. 
- the Service Collection raised £51.22, the profit from the Raffle at this meeting was £65.01 (net) and 
the profit from Teas (donated) was £50.50 after deduction of Hall hire (£30) and expenses. 
 

�   �   �   �   �   �   � 

 

ANNUAL SUBS NOW DUE 
 

£6 per ringing member under 65 

£3 for a Junior ringing member 

£3 for Friends of the Association 



Members over 65 are exempt  

from the Annual subcscription  

(but a donation is always most acceptable!!) 

GIFT AID 
If you pay tax and have not completed a GIFT AID form, I would ask that you consider doing so; this will 

enable the Association to benefit from a tax refund of 28p for every £1 paid under the scheme.  The sum 

refunded to the Association by the Inland Revenue in 2002 was £608 - all at no additional cost to the 

individual.  The Gift Aid form superceeds the old Covernant Forms. Whilst these are still valid, it would be 

helpful if those who have previously completed Covernant forms, update by completing a GIFT AID form as 

this will cover any donation you may make to the Association.  If you are unsure as to which form you may 

have completed, please call me and I will be able to check the Accounts Records.        

Chris 
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AROUND THE DISTRICT 
 

Roger retiring ?!? 

 
 

Roger Dorking has retired as Downham Tower Captain, the post has been taken by Paul 

Cammiade.  At a celebration meal, a presentation was made to Roger for all his hard work over the 

past ??? years.   

 
Grandsire Training Day 
 
      Saturday 25th October saw a motley band of students and helpers gather for the afternoon split (tutorial and 
practical) session at Eastwood followed by a further practical session at Great Wakering in the early evening. 
      There were not too many students - see if you can pick them out from the faces in the picture (plus 'yours truly' 
behind the camera) – however, 'small is beautiful' as they say and it gave us the chance to really benefit from the 
instruction and help provided. 



 
       
      We were all of different abilities at the start, ranging from those who had never called touches before to those who 
had got into a rut of calling themselves 'observation', but by the end of the day we were all able to progress to include 'in 
and out of the hunt' and various 60's and 120's from anywhere. All we need to do now is put this grounding into real 
practice before the ability fades.  
      Thanks to all the helpers who gave of their time that day and especially to Gordon Lucas who instigated the course.  

Peter Knight (Eastwood) 
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200
th
 Peal on the Bells at Downham 

 
l to r Terry Earle, Sue Page, Andrew Beech, Paul Cammiade, Roger Dorking, Nigel Taylor. 

 
ESSEX ASSOCIATION 

DOWNHAM, Essex, St Margaret 
Sun Jan 18 2004 2:34 (7-3-0) 
5040 Cambridge Surprise Minor 

     1 Paul A Cammiade (C) 



     2 Roger H Dorking 
     3 Terry Earle 
     4 Susan Page 
     5 Andrew Beech 
     6 Nigel S D Taylor 

200th Peal on the bells. 50th peal as conductor and circled the tower 10 times - 1. 
 
The first peal at Downham was on 1st February 1948 so it has taken nearly 56 years to get to 200. Downham is 
only the 8th tower in Essex to reach this total and the first 6-bell tower to do so.  Downham’s peal ringing history 
is the shortest of these 8 although Terling rang its 200th peal in a slightly shorter time. The last 100 peals were 
accomplished in almost exactly 11 years so if things continue at this rate it is set to overtake some of the 8 towers 
with higher totals fairly soon.  
 
270 different people have rung a peal at Downham with 7 ringing their first peal.  There have been a variety of 
methods or mixes of methods, 60 to be precise - the most popular being 7 surprise minor with 40 peals.  44 
different people have conducted a peal, 4 of them for the first time. 
 
All this from a tower with no sound control (but admittedly no close neighbours) and until recently rather too 
much sound in the ringing chamber.  Following some excellent advice from Jim Towler the bells are now much 
easier on the ears than at any time since the fire of 1977 when the ringing chamber was moved up a floor.  
         Paul Cammiade 
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NOTICE BOARD 

WANTED 

There is a vacancy for a Tower 

Master at Rochford to lead practices 

and service ringing. 

Please contact Anne Banton on 

01702 309067. 

 

FOR SALE 

Contact Chris Bailey 

 

125th Anniversary Mugs 

dark blue with Association logo 

£3.50 each 

 

125th Anniversay Pin Badges 

White enamel with Association 

logo 

£2.00 each 

 

125th Anniversay Calendar for 

2004.   

These are now collector items!  

We have only 4 left 

 NOW REDUCED to £2.00 

Don't be disappointed, hurry and 

get your copy now. 
 

New Tower Correspondent for 
Rayleigh. 

 
Mrs. Katia Cumber, 86 Lower Lambricks, 

Rayleigh, Essex, SS6 8DB 
Tel: 01268 777430 or 07879 400992 
e-mail: countessrivers@hotmail.com 
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Saturday 24th April 2004 

at 

North Ockendon Church Hall 

7:00 for 7:30 p.m. 

 

Tickets will be available at the March Meeting 
 

 �   �   �   �   �   �   � 

OUT OF ACTION 
 
Both Hutton and Leigh-on-sea are out of action:  
 
Hutton is being re-roofed and re-wired.  
 
The tenor at Leigh-on-sea is being dismantled on 18-20 February, will be on 
display in church on Sunday 22 February before being transported to 
Whitchapel.  Hopefully, the augmented eight will be ready for ringing by Easter 
2004. 

 



 

PLEASE VOLUNTEER AS A HELPER FOR THE ESSEX COURSE 

THURSDAY 15TH APRIL - SATURDAY 17TH APRIL 2004 

FOR A WHOLE DAY, FOR A MORNING OR AN AFTERNOON 

CONTACT YVONNE TOWLER ON TEL: 01621 817212  

or E-MAIL: jimtowler@supanet.com 

 
 �   �   �   �   �   �   � 

 
Do you have any news for your newsletter? 

Rung any special quarter peals, any birthdays or anniversaries to be mentioned? 
Going on a ringing outing – send in a report with a photo! 
Having any fundraising events that need advertising? 

Know any (clean) bellringing jokes? 
 

Send your contributions for this newsletter to Mo Venus (address in Annual Report),  
hand to me or a District Officer at any ringing event,  

or e-mail me movns@aol.com 
Newsletters for 2004 will be published during the first weeks of  

April, July, October and the second week of December. 
 


