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SOUTHERN DISTRICT

NEWSLETTER

SOUTHERN DISTRICT METHOD STRIKING COMPETITION
After each team rang, they assembled for the
customary photo with the ringers in the order they
had rung; treble on the front right, round to the tenor
at the back right.

This year’s competition was held at All Saints,
Rettendon on Saturday, May 18th. Three towers entered
bands, and a scratch band was formed on the day.
Our judges were Jon and Steve Waters from Great
Baddow.

Downham – rang Grandsire Doubles.

After a scrumptious tea, the judges announced their
verdicts and placed the 4 teams in the order they had
rung. The trophy was presented to Downham.

MASTER
John Harpole
(Basildon)
17 Tiplers Bridge
Ramsden Heath Billericay
Essex CM11 1JE
Tel: 01268 711687
s-district-master@eacr.org.uk

Anne Dorking, Hilary Donoghue, Julia Jones, Roger
Dorking, Paul Cammiade, Nigel Taylor (above)
					....cont over

CONTACTS

DEPUTY MASTER
Steve Nash
(Fobbing and Langdon
Hills)
2 Woodview,
Langdon Hills,
Essex SS16 6TZ
Tel: 01268 490061
s-district-deputymaster@
eacr.org.uk

SECRETARY
Alison Nash
(North Ockendon)
2 Woodview,
Langdon Hills,
Essex SS16 6TZ
Tel: 01268 490061
s-district-secretary@
eacr.org.uk
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TREASURER
Mark Robbins
(South Weald)
6 West Way, Brentwood
Essex CM14 4PB
01277 234345
mark@southweald.org.uk

FORTHCOMING
DISTRICT EVENTS AT
SOUTH OCKENDON
Our next district meeting is at
Holy Cross, South Ockendon
(postcode RM15 5EJ) on
Saturday, September 21.

Langdon Hills – rang Plain Bob Doubles
Gordon Lucas, Catherine Gisby,
Cathryn Corns, Alan Gisby, Andy Martin,
Steve Nash (right)

The afternoon will follow our
normal pattern for a quarterly
meeting: ringing from 3pm; a
non-denominational service
at 4:30pm open to all; tea at
5:15pm followed by our business
meeting; and further ringing
until 8pm (numbers permitting).

Prittlewell – rang Plain Bob Doubles

Following our ringers’ service, the
normal parish mass will be held
at 5:30pm; if anyone wishes to
attend, please ask for some tea to
be saved for you.

Judith Williams, Anne Porter, Peter
Sloman, Phil Briant, Steve Halliwell,
Laurence Beal (left)

We are also continuing with the
Saturday morning practices on
the 1st Saturday of each month,
starting at 10:00am. While
mainly intended to support the
South Ockendon ringers as the
band develops, all are welcome
to attend and we cover bell
handling through to Plain Bob
Doubles. We do need a minimum
of eight helpers to make these
mornings worthwhile; helpers
are always made very welcome,
and are rewarded with a hot
drink and a tasty cake (or two if
you work really hard!)
Upcoming dates are:
7th September
5th October
2nd November
7th December
4th January 2014

ROYAL BIRTH RINGING
North Ockendon, St Mary
Magdalene Wednesday, 24 July
240 Plain Bob Doubles
1 Clare Beech 2 Alison Nash
3 Hilary Spooner 4 Brian Beech
5 Michael Warren
6 Andrew Beech (C)
Specially arranged to
congratulate William & Kate, the
Duke and Duchess of Cambridge,
and to celebrate the birth of their
son, George Alexander Louis,
born on 22nd July 2013.
Shenfield, St Mary Friday, 26 July
in 40 mins, 1260 Grandsire and
Plain Bob Doubles
1 Jill Evans 2 Beth Johnson
3 John Cousins 4 Alan Moody
5 Ray G. Jones (C) 6 Phil Harrison
To celebrate the birth of Prince
George of Cambridge.

All Sorts – rang Grandsire Doubles (above)
Ron Brown, Alison Nash, Andrew Beech, Lyn Benson, John Harpole,
Helen Harpole
So, Downham and Langdon Hills represented our district in the Association
finals. It was our turn to host the finals this year and we chose the two
Ockendons. North Ockendon did an excellent job of hosting the 6 bell, held
in the glorious sunshine on 6th July. They provided a wonderful tea after the
competition… as well as drinks throughout the afternoon. After tea the judges
(James Smith from Suffolk and Jonathan Slack from London) awarded the 6 bell
trophy to Kirby-le-Soken, with Downham coming third and Langdon Hills fifth.
Four teams contested the 8 bell competition at South Ockendon. All of the
teams rang the same touch of St Clements Bob Triples, and enjoyed these
delightful light bells and soaking up the evening sun. For the second year
running our district band was narrowly beaten into second place, this time
beaten by 1 point by the North-East district.
Thanks to all of the bands who entered our district competition, to the
members of the 8 bell band, and to the ringers from Rettendon, North
Ockendon and South Ockendon for hosting the events.
						John Harpole
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SOUTHERN DISTRICT OUTING – JUNE 8TH
Leafy Surrey was the location for this year’s outing on a lovely sunny day,
as summer finally arrived. Twenty-five district members, representing
ten different district towers, and accompanied by family members and
friends, enjoyed ringing at six churches. Methods rung varied from rounds
and call changes, through Plain Bob, Grandsire and Stedman to Surprise
to cater for everyone.

REDHILL

First was the eight at Redhill, where one of the local ringers had painted
a beautiful frieze on the ceiling of the ringing chamber. Everyone had a
good ring, although it proved too early in the morning to ring 8 spliced!
Next was Reigate, our first ten of the day, where we managed to ring
Yorkshire Royal and Steve called a good touch of Stedman Caters. Then

REIGATE

it was on to Betchworth, where we
rang on the eight bells before lunch.
For some, the lure of The Dolphin
opposite proved too much, and quick
refreshments were had before ringing.
The highlight of the day, of course, was
lunch! Some spent the time soaking up
the sun in the garden of The Dolphin,
while others stayed inside to enjoy an
excellent lunch and a well-deserved
drink. We did, however, feel somewhat under dressed as we mixed with guests having a drink before a wedding in
the church we had just rang at.

BETCHWORTH
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BUCKLAND

RANMORE
After lunch, we went to the
delightful light six at Buckland,
and the obligatory group
photograph. Then it was on
to the ringing highlight of the
day. The church of St Barnabas,
Ranmore was designed by
Gilbert Scott in the 19th century
and built high up on top of the
North Downs, and contains an
excellent ring of 8 bells. We put
the bells to good use, finishing
with a touch of St Clement’s
Bob Triples – a practice for the
upcoming inter-district striking
competition.

The last of the day was the ten
at Leatherhead, and by now
everyone was beginning to feel
tired. A course of Cambridge
Royal was rung, and then it was
time to say our goodbyes and
return to Essex.
My thanks to everyone who
came on the outing, and my
apologies to those who were
unable to join us due to parish
fetes, weddings, etc. Special
thanks to Alison, Steve, Mark
and Andrew who helped me on
the day.
LEATHERHEAD

John Harpole
-4-

PROOF THAT TUTORS
ALSO LEARN THINGS ON
THE ESSEX RINGING
COURSE !
Essex Association
Coggeshall, Essex
St Peter ad Vincula
Sunday, 9 June 2013 in 50 mins
(24-1-7)
1287 Stedman Caters
1 John Harpole
2 Liz Rayner
3 Anne Bray
4 Mary Bone
5 Thomas R Sharp
6 Roger Collins
7 Steve Nash (C)
8 Brian Meads
9 Fred Bone
10 John Hall

CONGRATULATIONS TO...
John and Helen Harpole on their Silver Wedding Anniversary 30th April
The following peal, the first on the new bells, was rung on 27 April as a
compliment to John and Helen: the location was particularly special as six
days before their wedding John and Helen rang a peal of Yorkshire Royal at
Prittlewell, which included Steve H and Andy from this year’s band.
Prittlewell - St Mary the Virgin Saturday, 27 April i n 3 hr 6 min
5040 Yorkshire Surprise Royal - Composed by Benjamin D Constant
1 Maria T Jorysz
5 Ian H Jorysz		
9 Colin F Chapman
2 Helen L Harpole

6 R Andrew Sutherland

10 Stephen J Nash

3 Christina D A Brewster 7 Nigel S D Taylor
4 Stephen G Halliwell

8 John G Harpole (C)

Rung by tutors and friends of the
Essex Ringing Course. 1st Stedman
Caters as conductor, following
training at the 2012 course.
450th as conductor.

SURPRISE MAJOR
PRACTICE
Thursday 19th September
South Weald - 7.30pm
Methods of the evening are
Yorkshire and London. All aspiring
and competent Surprise major
ringers welcome.
Parking in Church car park which
will be open for ringers’ use.

Renée and Robin Page-Jones on their Golden Wedding Anniversary 24 August
All Saints, Hutton, 23rd August 1260 Plain Bob Doubles

NEWSLETTERS

Treble John Cousins

3rd Phil Harrison

2nd Judy Rolf 		

4th David Reed

Please send any reports, pictures,
notices etc., to Beth Johnson at
bethjohnson6710@gmail.com,
Tel: 01277 205102 or post to
67 London Road Brentwood
CM14 4NN.
Newsletters are distributed at the end
of Feb, April, August, October, and
December - copy date for each on the
15th of the month.
Copies are sent to tower
correspondents, preferably by
email. Any member may request a
copy via email by contacting Beth.
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Tenor Raymond Jones (c)

PRITTLEWELL OUTING
Some 30 ringers and friends gathered opposite St Mary’s Prittlewell early on the
August bank holiday morning, waiting for the ‘Kong Express’ to take us up to
London for the annual Prittlewell outing. This year David Sloman had arranged for
us to ring at 5 relatively new rings in central London.
After an easy journey along the A13, we were dropped off in Lower Thames Street
and walked along the Thames path to St James Garlickhythe. These bells were first
seen on the barge during the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee River Pageant, and were
installed in St James soon after. They are very pleasant and much easier to ring than on a moving barge!
Next stop were the 12 at St Magnus the Martyr at the northern end of London Bridge.
Many of us had not rung on 12 before, and we enjoyed ringing rounds and call
changes, and finished with plain courses of Original Cinques.
It was then time to return to our coach and leave the quiet of the City for the hustle
and bustle of Covent Garden, fighting for lunch with a mass of tourists.
An Italian ice cream shop proved very popular!
We then left central London for Kilburn and St Mary’s church. These bells were
installed late last year, and have a special connection with St Mary’s Prittlewell.
As well as the churches sharing the same dedication, two of the bells at Kilburn came
from the old ring at Prittlewell; after ringing the 5th, I was able to claim to having
rung a peal on the bell!

St Magnus the Martyr

Then it was back to the City, going down Abbey Road and crossing the famous
pedestrian crossing three times (a long story!). Our next stop was the six at
St Katherine Cree in Leadenhall Street, and under the shadow of the massive, new
‘Cheesegrater’ building. These bells are rung in the church porch, and we quickly
attracted various tourists looking in at
us through the open doors. It was lovely
to see Bernard Sadler having a ring at
the only ground floor ring of the day.

Our last tower was Christ Church, Spitalfields in Commercial Street.
This superb ring of bells was transferred to Spitalfields in 1970 from St
Stephen’s Clapham Park, the bells being removed from Clapham Park
the day before the tower was demolished. For Gordon Lucas, it was the
first time he had rung the bells he was taught to ring on 60 years ago.
We finished off our day with a well struck course of London Major, which

seemed appropriate
at the end of a day in
London and on the
bells where a record
peal of London was
rung in 2005.
John Harpole
Above - St Katherine Cree,
ringing with an audience
An impromptu group photo
- a very jolly bunch!

ESSEX COUNTRY SHOW - BARLEYLANDS, BILLERICAY
SEPTEMBER 14TH AND 15TH
Andy Martin would like to hear from anyone who can help at the Country Show this year - he
needs 6 volunteers per day. Helpers are entitled to free entry (passes will be allocated to you)
so when you have a break from helping you can also have a look around free of charge! Please
contact him on 01375 671070 or andy@anchamartin.co.uk.
Even if you can’t help, then do find time to visit and see what the ringers are doing.
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SHENFIELD OUTING

INGRAVE TOWER OUTING

Ray Jones kindly organised a small
tour of local towers for the ringers
of St Mary’s Shenfield, primarily to
give the new learners, Bill Hindley
and John and Kathy Pattison,
some experience of ringing on
other bells. We started at the
easy-to-handle six at Ingatestone,
where we were joined by local
ringer Bryan Shedell, a regular
ringer in quarters at Shenfield.
Next were the challenging five
at Margaretting, although John
Church thought it better to ring
the warning bells hung before and
after the level crossing.

We eagerly awaited our second bell tour day out. The planning had gone as
smoothly as last time and much had been learned from the first outing!
On July 31st, ringers from Ingrave, Hutton, Shenfield and Bentley met at
St. Mary’s, High Ongar to start the day. After an interesting climb up a very
thin ladder we enjoyed the bells and the cooling fan, as the temperature
was starting to climb for the day. We moved onto the beautiful St. Mary’s,
at Dunmow, with the 21cwt tenor that challenged both our strength and
experience. We moved onto St. John’s at Finchingfield, another enormous
church, and when we weren’t ringing we were able to listen to the organist
practicing.
We had a lovely lunch at a super pub called ‘The Vines’ in Great Bardfield;
we had allowed ourselves longer this time, and it was needed to enjoy the
food and to try and cool ourselves down as the temperature continued to
rise. At the second St. John’s (Ford End) of the day we were shown around
a fascinating church that had had the chancel removed as it had been built
on a reed bed and had sunk. The bells were a very light ring – the tenor
being just over 4 cwt. You accessed the ringing room via a ladder and were
then ‘trapped in a small windowless room – 45 mins ringing in a ‘sauna’
is an interesting experience! Our final ring of the day at St. Martins, Little
Waltham, was in a beautiful ringing room with a stained glass window one
side and a glass window to the church on the other.
We finished the day with a BBQ outside our church hall, which was a
fantastic end to a brilliant day. We are lucky at Ingrave to have so many
experienced people prepared to help our enthusiastic, but fairly novice
team. We really appreciate their help and their time.
								Liz Atkins

After a jolly lunch where a game of
boules was enjoyed, we went on
to Fryerning, where everyone did
well, despite the heat, which by
now was extreme.

TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS OF RINGING AT BASILDON
We don’t get very many weddings at Basildon, but, after a
gap of several years, we have rung for two so far this summer.
While a lovely sunny day maybe just what the bride wants,
think of the poor bell ringers up in The Bell Tower!
Both weddings were in the early afternoon, and the
thermometer, which is kept in the shade, recorded a
temperature of 33° Centigrade for both. No wonder we
thought we deserved ice creams in between ringing the
bride in and out again! So special thanks to all those from our
neighbouring towers who have helped us out.
As part of our ongoing grant aided
project to update the decorative
lighting on the Basildon Bell Tower we
had to change the roof floodlights to
LED operation. Unfortunately the day
that the access platform was booked
for turned out to be the only wet day in
July (30th)!!

Our final tower was delayed by
an hour due to changes in the
arrangements which meant
we could catch the end of the
Women’s Wimbledon Final in the
local pub. We had an excellent
ring at High Ongar, where William
Swire in particular did well. We all
gathered for a bring-and-share
supper in the evening when we
were able to sit in the garden and
chat about our successful day.

Making electrical connections in
the rain is not the easiest, however
we were able to dodge the showers
sufficiently to complete the task on all
15 lights. A much 'greener' result with
the new floodlights using only 150w of
energy against the old lights 1.6kw.
The lighting is just as effective though.
John Harpole & Roger Hobson

		Beth Johnson
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RINGING ACHIEVEMENTS - Congratulations to:
Tom Infanti for his first quarter at Brentwood, Sunday, 7 July. 1260 Plain Bob Doubles:
1 Tom Infanti 2 Beth Johnson (C) 3 David Reed 4 Chris Bailey 5 Raymond Jones 6 Paul Wiggins
Paul Wiggins for his first quarter inside at Shenfield, Sunday, 23 June. 1260 Plain Bob Doubles:
1 Robin Page-Jones 2 Beth Johnson 3 Chris Bailey 4 Paul Wiggins 5 Ray G. Jones (C) 6 John M. Church
Mark Buckley for his first treble bob minimus at Rayleigh, Sunday, 2 June. 1296 Reverse Monkton Treble Bob
Minimus: 1 Mark Buckley 2 Cathryn Corns 3 Gordon Lucas (C) 4 David Belcham 5 Tony Lowe (cover)
John Wollard for his first in method at Eastwood, Saturday, 11 May. 1260 Grandsire Doubles:
1 Gordon Lucas 2 David Belcham 3 John Woollard 4 Cathryn Corns 5 David Sloman (C) 6 Peter Knight
Alan Ball for his first 8-spliced at South Weald, Sunday, 18 August. 1280 Spliced Surprise Major (8 m) 192 each
Bristol, Rutland, Superlative, Yorkshire, 128 each Cambridge, Lincolnshire, London, Pudsey: 1 Jim Laken
2 Alan Ball 3 Helen Harpole 4 Maria Jorysz 5 Ian Jorysz 6 Steve Nash 7 John Harpole (C) 8 Paul Trueman
Mark Robbins for his first quarter as conductor at South Weald, Sunday, 5 May. 1260 Plain Bob Doubles:
1 Nicole Brooks 2 Maria Jorysz 3 Vic Dale 4 Paul Trueman 5 Mark Robbins (C) 6 Alan Ball
AND for his first in method also at South Weald on Sunday, 25 August. 1280 Rutland Surprise Major:
1 Paul Trueman 2 Jim Laken 3 Helen Harpole 4 John Cousins 5 Mark Robbins 6 John Harpole 7 Ian Jorysz (C)
8 Andy Martin
Steve Nash for his first spliced surprise major as conductor at South Weald, Sunday, 14 July. 1280 Spliced
S Major (5m) 480 Rutland, 320 Superlative and 160 each of Yorkshire, Lincolnshire and Cambridge:
1 Nigel Taylor 2 Maria Jorysz 3 Helen Harpole 4 John Cousins 5 Paul Bloomfield 6 Ian Jorysz 7 Paul Trueman
8 Steve Nash (C)
Gordon Lucas for his 50th quarter on the bells at Eastwood on Saturday, 13 July. 1260 3 plain doubles
480 St Martins, 480 St Simons, 300 Plain Bob:
1 Ros Skipper 2 David Belcham 3 Lawrence Beal 4 Gordon Lucas (C) 5 Cathryn Corns 6 Stephen Halliwell
Cathryn Corns for her 650th Quarter Peal at Eastwood, Saturday, 1 June. 1260 5 Plain Doubles 240 Rev
Canterbury, 240 St Simons, 240 St Martins, 240 Grandsire, 300 Plain Bob: 1 Tony Dickens 2 Gordon Lucas 3
Peter Knight 4 Cathryn Corns 5 David Sloman (C) 6 David Belcham
The whole band at South Weald on Sunday, 16 June ringing their first spliced Belfast and Bristol (apart from
the 5) 1344 Spliced Surprise Major 448 Belfast, 896 Bristol: 1 John Cousins2 Maria Jorysz 3 Helen Harpole 4
Ian Jorysz 5 Nigel Taylor 6 Steve Nash 7 Paul Trueman 8 John Harpole (C)
To Cathryn Corns, Penny Sloman, David Sloman and Stephen Halliwell, all first in method, at Rayleigh,
Wednesday, 3 July. 1260 Middlesex Triples: 1 Gordon Lucas 2 Cathryn Corns 3 Penny Sloman 4 Lydia Roberts
5 David Sloman 6 Stephen Halliwell 7 Darren Osborne (C)
To Hilary Donaghue, Lydia Roberts, David Belcham, Steve Halliwell and John Harpole ringing first Erin
Triples at South Weald, St Peter Friday, 24 May.1260 Erin Triples: 1 Hilary Donoghue 2 Cathryn Corns
3 Gordon Lucas 4 Lydia Roberts 5 David Sloman 6 Steve Halliwell 7 John Harpole (C) 8 Alan Gisby
To Gordon Lucas, Cathryn Corns and David Belcham for most variations at Rayleigh, Holy Trinity Sunday,
19 May. 1260 Plain doubles 2m/4v: 180 Plain Bob, 240 Kennington, 240 April Day, 120 Rev Canterbury,
240 Southrepps, 240 Clifford’s Pleasure: 1 Doug Bowles 2 Gordon Lucas 3 Cathryn Corns 4 Darren Osborne
(C)5 David Belcham 6 Tony Lowe
(As found on Bellboard; please let the editor know of any other significant achievements.)

ESSEX ASSOCIATION NOMINATIONS
At the October Management Committee we appoint several posts that are fundamental to the running of the
Association. Check out the role descriptions at http://www.eacr.org.uk/jobdesc.shtml Further information about
the Management Committee is detailed under Rule 13 http://www.eacr.org.uk/associationrules.shtml
If you would like to be put forward for any of these posts, please contact your District Officers or current member
of the Management Committee to have your name put forward at the next Management Committee Meeting to
be held on 12 October.
All posts require nominations, whether the current incumbent is willing to stand again or not:
a) Chaplain b) Child Protection Officer c) Newsletter Editor d) Peals Secretary e) Report Editor
f ) Ringing Course Administrator g) Webmaster h) Social Committee Convener
									Vicki Chapman secretary@eacr.org.uk
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MINUTES
Striking Competition at Rettendon
Saturday 18th May 2013
1.

Welcome

The Master welcomed all present, especially our judges for the competition, Jon and Steve Waters.
2.

Thanks

The Master thanked the Rettendon Ringers for the lovely tea and for the use of Rettendon bells for the Striking
Competition.
3.

Election of New Members

Linda Stewart (Downham), proposed by Roger Dorking, seconded by Paul Cammiade.
Sophie Barlow (Grays), proposed by Susan Cordingley, seconded by Simon Ward.
Chris Sullivan (Grays), proposed by Susan Cordingley, seconded by Simon Ward.
4.

District Programme

The next Surprise Practice is on Thursday 23rd May at South Weald. Special methods are London and Yorkshire.
The next South Ockendon Learners Practice is on Saturday 1st June 10am to 12 noon.
The District Outing is on Saturday 8th June to Surrey. At present John Harpole has 23 names wishing to attend the
outing. Can those who are going please let him know if they are needing a pub lunch.
The next District Meeting is on Saturday 21st September at South Ockendon. Although a Catholic Church the service
will be based on our normal district service and not a Catholic Mass. A full Catholic Mass will be held after our service
so anyone wishing to attend the Mass is most welcome to.
Andy Martin made a plea for helpers for the Essex Country Show on the weekend of Saturday 14th September and
Sunday 15th September. It would be preferable if he could have 6 volunteers per day so please let him know if you
can help. Don’t forget that as a helper you will be entitled to free entry (passes will be allocated to you) so when you
have a break from helping you can also have a look around free of charge! Please contact him on 01375 671070 or
andy@anchamartin.co.uk.
Tea profit - £50
************
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