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Southern District

NEWSLET T ER
Striking compet it ion Bentley Common

Prittlewell

Scratch band

Langdon Hills

Downham

It was an interesting competition on
the light bells at Bentley Common.
Four bands entered and the results were:
Langdon Hills - 30 faults
Prittlewell - 46 faults
Scratch Band - 57 faults
Downham - did not finish

Master
Nigel Taylor
(Downham)
10 Teignmouth Drive,
Rayleigh, Essex,
SS6 9PF.
Tel: 01268783792
Mob: 07825810847
s-district-master@
eacr.org.uk

Deputy Master
Steve Nash
(Fobbing and Langdon
Hills)
2 Woodview,
Langdon Hills,
Essex SS16 6TZ
Tel: 01268 490061
s-district-deputymaster@
eacr.org.uk

Many thanks to the judges Paul Bloomfield and
Tony Faulkener, and to the Bentley ringers for
their hospitality and tea. It was particularly good
to see Ron Brown at the meeting. Prittlewell went on
to represent the District at the county competition,
finishing 6th with 42 faults (Kirby-le-Soken won with
15 faults).

Contacts

Secretary
Alison Nash
(North Ockendon)
2 Woodview,
Langdon Hills,
Essex SS16 6TZ
Tel: 01268 490061
s-district-secretary@
eacr.org.uk
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Treasurer
Mark Robbins
(South Weald)
6 West Way,
Brentwood
Essex CM14 4PB
01277 234345
mark@southweald.
org.uk

EDUCATION
OFFICER
Steve Nash
(Fobbing and Langdon
Hills)
2 Woodview,
Langdon Hills,
Essex SS16 6TZ
Tel: 01268 490061
stevejnash@yahoo.co.uk

Essex Young Eagles compete in the RWNYC
Bow At the start of the day all of the young ringers met up at a 12-bell tower called Bow. All
of a sudden I was getting very nervous, but I soon calmed down when I found out that this
wasn’t the church that the competition was at.
Inside Christina handed out all the
supervisors and young ringers wrist
bands. Then we went upstairs and I
had my first ring at a 12-bell tower
and although there were quite a few
clashes, I thoroughly enjoyed it.
Bow bells are probably the most
famous set of bells in the country so
it was an honour to be able to ring
them. I rang the four.

Further on in the day we had the pleasure of ringing the Jubilee bells at St James in
Garlickhythe (left). The nice bells are very new as they were first rung on a rainy day in June
for Her Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee in 2012.
St Dunstan-in-the-West - It finally came to the point everyone was waiting for. My friends
and I were very nervous as we had to ring what we had been practising. I must admit even
though this was our time to shine I thought the bells weren’t very nice at all, but as we went
on with our practice I soon adjusted to my conditions and I thought overall we did a nice
piece of ringing.
St Lawrence Jewry - At this church I struggled a little bit as they had no boxes so I was too
short to reach the rope properly. Even though I can’t tell you much about the ringing I can
tell you that it is the official church of the Lord Mayor of London. The medieval church was
first destroyed in the Great Fire of London, then it was destroyed again in 1940 because of
the Blitz bombing.
St Magnus the Martyr (right) This was only the second
12-bell tower I have ever rung. This time I was on the six.
Even though the ringing is slow on 12, it is good fun. Overall the ringing was
brilliant. On the way up to the bell tower you have to duck into what seemed like
a broom cupboard. Then when going up the stairs, all of a sudden the tower went
pitch black which is rather scary. One of the pillars holding up the tower is nearly
2,000 years old as it was built in AD75 by the Romans.
Christ Church Spitalfields (left & below) This
church was probably the biggest and most
grand church of the day and in my entire life. The
church was built sometime in the 17th century
on a street that was supposed to be ‘the foulest
and most dangerous street in the metropolis’,
but I loved the ringing even though we only had
one go of call changes.
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St Paul’s Cathedral - I personally think this was either the second best or the best part of the day. I really enjoyed
going where the public can’t go, as it made me feel like a VIP. I found out tons of facts, like it was destroyed in the
Great Fire of London and they still have some of the original pieces. Also, did you know that the big spiral staircase
from Harry Potter was filmed there? There’s a sewing room that then leads to the bell tower which was massive.
They have static and non-static bells and the boxes were ginormous. On the wall there was a plaque of all the dead
ringers that had rung here. Then our tour guide took us to see the bells which were unbelievably big and I loved
the views.
			Joel Wiggins
The Essex Young Eagles at the competition
with Southern District’s Samuel Beech and
Joel Wiggins, third and fourth from left
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A 40-Year Alliance

If one were to look back to Saturday 1st May in 1976, Jim Callaghan was overseeing fiscal
meltdown at the time, Man. Untd were unexpectedly beaten in the FA Cup by the Second Div.
underdogs Southampton and, oh dear, the Brotherhood of Man had been topping the charts for
six weeks with “Save all your kisses for me”. However, there was good news as on that day of days
Geoff Banwell and Valerie Nash, both local ringers, were married at Holy Trinity, Rayleigh.
Geoff, who was working in computer development
for the Prudential, had been introduced to ringing by
the writer having met through a mutual interest in
Am-Dram. Val reminded me that she was still a police
woman when they married and to quote her “For me
the ‘nightmare’ began when I went to the Sadler’s New
Year’s party after late turn on 31st December 1974
and somehow I found myself backstage at Rayleigh
Operatic’s Pantomime the next day assisting Geoff who
was stage-manager. How did that happen?
I don’t remember Geoff in the ringing chamber before
that momentous occasion, but he claims to have
spotted me – well, he would wouldn’t he?” She adds
ruthfully, “My collar number was 29, yes I was PC29; at
least until equal rights and women police had to be
integrated with the fellars and they gave me a new
number. I think it was 4029, can’t quite remember, but
I remember being fed up about losing my small, but
perfectly formed, number.”

So it is unsurprising that Val decided to mark their 40th
wedding anniversary with another attempt at Banwell
Alliance but this time she was determined to take part
by ringing the treble. This is, by the way, a lady with
some vision impairment.
Plans were made and a stellar band was assembled
including the current Essex Master and 3 previous
holders of that office. It was pleasing that two ringers
from the 1976 peal, Paul Cammiade and Tom Sharpe
were also available to take part, under the conductor of
Stephen Pettman.
The 1st May 2016 dawned and with Geoff and Eleanor
comfortably seated in the Rayleigh Branch of Royal
British Legion bar right under the tower, they and
various friends who called in were able to listen to the
entire peal which was brought round in sparkling style
in 2hrs 47 mins.

Despite this unconventional first date their relationship
blossomed into a proposal made and accepted, with
me as best man.
To celebrate the marriage the tower captain of the
time, the late, great Alf House, decided some special
ringing was appropriate and so with the assistance of
Nolan Golden a peal composition for a yet to be rung
and therefore yet to be named “Alliance Method” was
planned. The wedding day dawned and a peal of 5100
changes was successfully completed in 2hrs 57mins and
subsequently named Banwell Alliance Major.
Now 40 years on and Val and Geoff Banwell are living in
a rural idyll in Boxted. They have a daughter Eleanor and
although these days Geoff finds climbing stairs a little
difficult Val continues to ring the occasional peal and
regular quarters both
Rayleigh, Essex
in Essex and over the
border in Suffolk.
Sunday, 1 May 2016 in 2h47m

The band joined the party in the RBL bar afterwards and
congratulations were offered to Geoff and Val and the
hope that there might be a further attempt in
10 years.
Who knows?				Jim Laken

5040 Banwell Alliance Major

Rayleigh 1st May 1976

Composed by S D Pettman

5100 BANWELL ALLIANCE MAJOR

1 Valerie A Banwell

2h56m Arranged by Nolan Golden

2 Paul A Cammiade

1 C.John Warboys

3 Thomas R Sharp

2 Bernard C. Sadler

4 David L Sparling

3 Paul A. Cammiade

5 Brian G Meads

4 Stephen G. Halliwell

6 Stephen D Pettman (C)

5 David E Belcham

7 John G Harpole

6 Thomas R. Sharp

8 Ian J Culham
First in the method:
1,4,5,6,7,8.

7 Michael J Hallett
The 2016 band, front right clockwise, as ringing order: Valerie 8 Alfred J House (Conductor)
Banwell, Paul Cammiade, Tom Sharp, David Sparling, Brian
First Peal in the Method
Meads, Stephen Pettman (C), John Harpole, Ian Culham.
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Southern District Out ing,
held on the
18th of June, 2016.
For this year’s district outing, I planned a visit to
Tenterden, so the opportunity presented itself to
travel upon the Kent & East Sussex Railway.
The first tower was the delightful, 2-tier Gillett &
Johnston ring of eight at Frittenden. Despite the
cramped conditions, most of us managed to cram
ourselves into the ringing room. We managed
to scrape through a course of Westminster Bob
Major, which was the chosen test-piece for the
annual 8-bell striking competition.

Ex. GWR 0-6-0 pannier tank on the Kent & East Sussex
Railway.

We then rang on the heavy but easy going ring
of eight at Tenterden, where we rang a course
of Cambridge. The boxes for the back three are
inordinately high, but we were not fazed by this I
am pleased to say!
We then had lunch, and a number of us travelled
upon the steam railway. We enjoyed the ride and
the scenery, and the experience was enhanced
by the weather which gradually improved during
the course of the day.

Frittenden

Tenterden

Our next tower was Goudhurst. The 23 cwt. eight hang in a large, squat
tower. We enjoyed the old-style ring which handled well, despite the low
ceiling. Outside the church, we drank a toast to David Sloman on ringing
at his 3500th tower! We also posed for the group photo.

Ringing at Tenterden

Outside Goudhurst
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Our next tower was the musical, 1957 2-tier Whitechapel six at
Kilndown. The access is by a vertical ladder that commences about
two feet above the floor! Despite the challenge, I am proud to say
that everyone braved the climb! Some even crawling onto the ringing
chamber floor on their hands and knees! The bells replaced a ring of six
with a 15cwt. tenor which caused damage to the tower.
We finished at Westerham, where the 23cwt. eight are rung from the
ground floor.
It was quite a successful day, and everyone seemed to enjoy
themselves, particularly as the weather improved, but like last year’s
outing, was not especially well supported. I wondered if some ringers
were put off by the comparatively late finish (7pm). For next year, I
am proposing to visit Sudbury and Lavenham, and finishing at the last
tower, no later than 5.30pm. I would like to express my thanks to all
those that did support the outing.
Nigel Taylor, District Master

David and Penny Sloman celebrate
David’s 3500th tower.
The next 8-bell District Surprise
Practice is on Thursday
22nd September at South Weald,
7.30pm.
The special method will be
Hughenden. All competent
and aspiring surprise ringers
welcome.

Navest ock
pract ices

Recently there has been well
attended monthly practices
at Navestock – the next one
planned is September 16th from
7.45pm. If you would like to be
on the list to be notified of future
arrangements, contact John
Cousins : cousins38@live.co.uk or
phone 01277 372737

Basildon tower
Being painted - “Job well done, only one
day late and on budget!” Roger Hobson

Kilndown

Westerham

Essex Associat ion Annual Dinner

The summer holidays have barely started but now is the time to start
thinking about securing your tickets for the Annual Dinner on Saturday
1st October at the County Hotel in Chelmsford.
The speakers this year are Andrew Mills, Director of John Taylor & Co,
Bellfounders of Loughborough and the The Very Revd
Dr David Ison, Dean of St Paul’s Cathedral. David Sparling will also
be welcomed as a new and well-deserved Life Vice President of the
Association following his election at the AGM in May.
Tickets are priced at £36 per person. Dress is Black Tie or Lounge Suit.
Full details, including the booking form and menu are attached or
are on the Association website, or call Andrew on 01245 421166. The
closing date for ordering is 18th September 2016.
Why not think about making up a table from your Tower or District or
ringing friends. There is discounted accommodation available in the
hotel if anyone wishes to stay.
Let’s make it a great success. Please come along and support the
Andrew Brewster
annual dinner!		
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A message from the Association Master...
On June 4th, a team from the Essex Association competed in the
Ridgman Trophy, which is a ten-bell striking competition held
between territorial associations in East Anglia. The competition was
held at Holy Cross, Daventry in Northamptonshire, with the test piece
being a touch of Erin Caters.

The next District Learners’ Practice is
on Saturday 3rd September at South
Ockendon, 10 to 12noon. As always,
all learners welcome and, if you are a
more exerienced ringer, please come
and help if you can.

The judges commended us on our good ringing with only minor
clips and ringing at a consistent speed. We were very pleased to be
placed third behind the Ely DA and Hertford CA. Also competing
were Bedfordshire A, Suffolk Guild, Peterborough DG and Lincoln DG.
Thanks and well done to the team: Vicki Chapman, Penny Sloman,
Christina Brewster, Andrew Beech, David Rothera, John Taylor, Ian
Culham, Colin Chapman, Andrew Brewster, and myself. Not only did
they give up their day to represent our Association, they also made
time for two practices beforehand.
John Harpole, Master, Essex Association of Change Ringers

WEDDING CONGRAT ULAT IONS!
To Kristina Thompson and Richard Sloman, on Sunday 24th July.
Here is the Sloman family with new arrival Abigail, born on the 4th!

Join the Southern District EACR group on facebook. If
you are a facebook user do
‘like’ the page. If not follow
this link : https://www.
facebook.com/groups/eacr.
southern/
It’s invaluable for sharing
information, for appealing
for additional ringers for
weddings, funerals and so
forth. To become a Facebook
member go to Facebook.com.
Protect your privacy via the
padlock icon and ‘settings’.

Are you on the
Southern District’s
Email List?
If you are but have changed
your email address, or you
want to be added to the list,
please contact your District
Secretary, Alison Nash
on:alison1nash@yahoo.co.uk
or s-district-secretary@eacr.
org.uk
or give her a ring on
01268 490061!
Prittlewell, Essex St Mary the Virgin

NEWSLETTERS

Sunday, 24 July 2016 in 48 mins (18–0–9)
1260 Stedman Triples
1 Hilary Donoghue

2 Cathryn Corns

3 Andrew Beech 		

4 Lydia Roberts

5 Paul Cammiade

6 Steve Nash

7 John Harpole (C)

8 Helen Harpole

Rung immediately after the marriage of
Kristina Thompson and Richard Sloman
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Please send any reports, pictures, notices
etc., to Beth Johnson at bethjohnson6710@
gmail.com, or post to 67 London Road
Brentwood CM14 4NN.
Newsletters are distributed at the end of
Feb, April, August, October, and
December – copy date for each on the
15th of the month.
Copies are sent to Tower
Correspondents, preferably by email.
Any member may request a copy via
email by contacting Beth or the
District Secretary.

Shenfield out ing May 14th

This year we visited the Maidstone area in Kent for an outing
planned by our excellent outing co-ordinator Sue Gilder. We
visited five towers: East Malling, Linton, Chart Sutton, Otham
and Bearsted – all planned to be achievable and fun to ring
by our largely novice band, as indeed they were. In particular,
Otham’s bells had only in April been rung for the first time
since augmentation and they were very enjoyable to ring in a
‘cosy’ ringing chamber.

The final ring of the day at Bearsted were easy going
and gave us an excellent finish, and the view from the
top of the tower (see above right) reminded us what a
beautiful county we were in (although not a patch on
Essex!). The picture top left shows ringers doing what
ringers do – enjoying an excellent lunch at the Queen’s
Head in Sutton Vallance.
We were delighted to travel in the Brentwood
Community minibus which saves much driving for
individuals and provides a good spirit for the day,

although there was possibly more sleeping than
singing. We were lucky enough that Bryan Shedel from
Ingatestone came and drove for us, and rang with us,
and astounded us all by executing a very tight right
hand turn in the centre of Sutton Vallance.
The day finished with a BBQ at Roy and Jennie Pittman’s
cottage in the woods in Mill Green. An excellent day all
Beth Johnson
round.		
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RINGING ACHIEVEMENT S
CONGRATULATIONS TO...
Sue Gilder for her first quarter inside at Shenfield, Sunday, 15 May – 1260 Plain Bob Doubles 1 John M Church
2 Susan V Gilder 3 Beth Johnson (C) 4 Paul Wiggins 5 John Harpole 6 Chris Bailey
Hilary Donohue for her first of Stedman Doubles at Langdon Hills, Sunday, 15 May – 1260 Stedman Doubles
1 David Belcham 2 Gordon Lucas 3 Hilary Donoghue 4 Cathryn Corns 5 Stephen Nash (C) 6 Alan Gisby (every
first counts, even when you as accomplished a ringer as Hilary)
Paul Wiggins (right, centre back) for his first as conductor at Shenfield,
Sunday, 12 June – 1260 Plain Bob Doubles 1 Joel Wiggins 2 Beth
Johnson 3 John Harpole 4 Paul Wiggins (C) 5 Ray G Jones 6 Alan Moody
David Buckley for his first on eight at Rayleigh Sunday, 12 June 1260
Plain Bob Triples 1 Alan Gisby 2 Ros Skipper 3 Cathryn Corns
4 David Belcham 5 Lydia Roberts (C) 6 Simon Smith 7 James Laken
8 David Buckley
Ros C Skipper for her first in method at Hornchurch, Sunday, 26 June –
1296 Plain Bob Caters 1 Helen L Little 2 Ros C Skipper 3 Lionel S Woods
4 John W Stephenson 5 Gavin S Carpenter 6 Leonie J McCaughren
7 Paul J Bloomfield 8 Neil P Booth 9 Clive Stephenson (C) 10 Alan Street
And Ros again for her first in method at Hornchurch Sunday, 3 July – 1260 Stedman Triples 1 John W
Stephenson 2 Ros C Skipper 3 Jillian Laken 4 James Laken 5 Paul J Bloomfield 6 Christopher C M Pain 7 Clive J
Stephenson (C) 8 Philip H Denton
Esther Brindle for her first quarter - treble at first attempt at Shenfield, Sunday, 17 July – 1260 Plain Bob
Doubles 1 Esther Brindle 2 Beth Johnson 3 Alan Moody 4 Dr Ellie Pridgeon 5 Ray G Jones (C) 6 Chris Bailey
Congratulations to Esther on her 12th birthday at the end of the month
Clare Merivale and Jonathan Mills, both first in method at South Ockendon, Thursday, 14 July – 1280 Plain
Bob Major 1 James Laken 2 Christopher C M Pain 3 Clare M Merivale 4 Philip H Denton 5 Jonathan C Mills
6 John W Stephenson 7 Paul J Bloomfield 8 Clive J Stephenson (C)
Also Clare and Jonathan for Claire’s first Treble bob on 8 and Jonathan’s first Surprise Major at Hornchurch,
Sunday, 31 July – 1250 Cambridge Surprise Major 1 Clare M Merivale 2 John W Stephenson 3 Jillian Laken
4 Lionel S Woods 5 Christopher C M Pain 6 Jonathan C Mills 7 Paul J Bloomfield 8 Clive J Stephenson (C)
And Jonathan for his first in method at Hornchurch, Sunday, 24 July – 1260 Grandsire Triples
1 Paul J Bloomfield 2 John W Stephenson 3 Lionel S Woods 4 Leonie J McCaughren 5 Jonathan C Mills
6 Christopher C M Pain 7 Clive J Stephenson (C) 8 Philip H Denton
The Merivales agan! To Cathy for her first quarter and to Clare for her first as conductor at South Ockendon
Tuesday, 19 July – 1260 Plain Bob Doubles 1 Catherine L Merivale 2 Stephen J Nash 3 Nigel S D Taylor
4 Jonathan C Mills 5 Clare M Merivale (C)
Anthony Neale, for his first quarter for 14 years at Basildon, 21 Aug, 1260 Plain Bob Doubles, David Buckley 1,
Anthony Neale 2, Helen Harpole 3, John Harpole (C) 4, Nick Allen 5, Alan Gisby 6.

Associat ion Public Relat ions Officer
Hi there, my name is Emily Ashton and I’m the new
Public Relations Officer for the Essex Association.

• If you’re doing fundraising or have some other
initiative then I can help with publicity and suggestions.

We haven’t had a PRO for a while so in case you’re
wondering what I can do here’s a few ideas

• If you have queries from external sources that you’re
not sure about then I’m a point of contact to send them
on to.

• If you or your members need some help/assistance/
ideas with getting what you’re doing into the news,
onto Social Media, publicised in the community or even
just known about within the Association then drop me
a mail.

If you have suggestions for what you think I should be
doing or there’s something you think I should know
about then get in touch.

• If a local tower or district wants to do some recruitment
then I can help with sourcing/writing material .

You can email me at PRO@eacr.org.uk or phone me
on 07774 906051. My contact details are also on the
Association website.			Emily
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NORTH OCKENDON OUTING 2016
This year, the North Ockendon outing was based ‘to the right’ of Cambridge! Saturday 16th July
dawned bright, sunny and warm and we were blessed with the same throughout the day. Rising
temperatures in the afternoon did mean, however, that the humidity was a little uncomfortable in
the smaller ringing rooms.
The first tower of the day was Swaffham
Prior (6, 10cwt). Swaffham Prior is
unusual in that it has two churches in the
same churchyard - the church of St Mary’s
and the church of St Cyriac & St Julitta’s.
The bells are in the latter but the services
are held in the
former!
The church of
St Mary was
Swaffham Prior (St Cyriac & St Julitta)
first built in
Norman times,
and over its history has at times been allowed to fall into ruin, only
being fully restored at the start of the 20th century and now serving as
the parish church. It contains an attractive rood screen, and is known
for its series of stained glass windows showing scenes from World War
I.
The original church of St Cyriac & St Julitta was built prior to 1200, and
may possibly have existed before 1066. The present chapel is a plain
Gothic-style church. The tower was built in the 15th century. Having
Swaffham Prior (St Mary)
fallen into disuse, in 1878 an order was received that the church be
demolished, but the order was never carried out. The church is now empty and is cared for by the
Churches Conservation Trust who allow ‘champing’ (camping in churches) to take place there.
We were also told that originally, there were 3 bells in St Mary’s church but when lightning struck
the tower the bells were recast into 6 and moved to their present location next door in St Cyriac &
St Julitta. The bells are on plain bearings which had been freshly oiled for our visit.
The neighbouring village of Swaffham Bulbeck (8, 10-1-25 cwt) was our second tower of the day.
The tower was built in the early 13th
century and is the oldest part of a very
ancient and grand looking building - the
nave is 57 feet long, 21 feet wide and the
church can seat 200 people at full capacity.
Unusual though is that apart from some
fragments of stained glass in the north
aisle, all 18 windows are of plain leaded
glass making it feel very airy and light
inside.
Lunch now beckoned, and for those of us
Swaffham Bulbeck
partaking of a pub lunch (which was most
of us), the Black Horse in Swaffham Bulbeck made us very welcome and served us speedily and
efficiently. The pre-ordered food was good too!

Suitably fed and watered, the afternoon
ringing continued at Cherry Hinton (6,
10-2-4 cwt) and the only ground floor ring
of the day. Originally, we were due to ring
at Great Wilbraham at this time and
although they were in the process of
having building work at the base of the
tower to construct a kitchen/toilet, I had
been informed three weeks before our
visit that the bells were now back in action,
and rung from a new balcony.
Cherry Hinton
Unfortunately, 10-days before the outing
there had been an accident at the church involving glass being dropped onto the stone floor which
had required ambulance attendance, and the tower was now out-of-action for at least a month!
Panic not, as the tower contact was also the contact for Cherry Hinton and she kindly arranged for
us to make a last minute swap.
The church of St Vigor in Fulbourn (8, 10-0-7 cwt) was our next stop. We were a little early to
arrive here and so parking of one’s car should have been a
sedately affair. However, our D.M. blamed the bells and whistles
on his new car for his less-thanperfect manoeuvring!
The heat of the day seemed to
peak here whilst waiting for our
key holder but the eventual
coolness of the church was
indeed a welcome. The same
couldn’t be said for the small
ringing chamber which thankfully
had a large fan to cool us down.
The final tower of the day at
Stapleford (6, 7-0-3 cwt) was also
the lightest. Access into the
ringing chamber here was via a
steep ladder, hidden in a
cupboard at the back of the
Fulbourn
church, and entering the ringing
room through a trap door - this was a time consuming activity for
18 people and in addition the ringing room was cosy to say the
least.

Stapleford

In all, a very pleasant day was had with
fine weather, decent bells and good
company. After saying our goodbyes we
headed for home.

Andrew Beech

The Essex Association of Change Ringers
Southern District

Quiz Night 24th September 2016
St. Margaret’s Church, Downham
6.30 for 7.00pm
Teams of eight or fewer.
Ringers and non-ringers welcome
Hot supper supplied
Please bring your own drinks and glasses
Tickets £8 per person including supper available from
Julia Julia@brownwithey.com or 07880 735659
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