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Southern District

NEWSLET T ER
District striking compet it ion:

The Striking Competition is being held this year at Bentley Common on
Saturday 21st May. Draw takes place at 5pm sharp. After the competition there is tea,
then the results – no service or meeting. Timings depend on the number of teams
entering this year.
Names for tea to Pattie Folkson on 01277 374389 no later than Wednesday 18th May.
If you are entering a team let Alison Nash, District Secretary, know please. Rules for
the competition are attached. The top two teams go forward to the Association finals
on Saturday 9th July.

ESSEX YOUNG EAGLES

DIST RICT OUT ING - Saturday 18th June

The next Young Ringers’ Events
will be practices on 22 May, and
26 June, then 2nd July for the RW
National Youth Competition.

The schedule is as follows:

09.45-10.40 Frittenden (8)
11.00-12.00 Tenterden (8)
Lunch – own arrangements.
Kent and East Sussex Railway from Tenterden to Bodiam.
The station is only a short walk from the church. There is ample parking at the
railway station. Steam train departs Tenterden 1.15pm - arrives at Bodiam
2.00pm. Departs Bodiam 2.15 - arrives Tenterden 3.10
3.40-4.30pm Goudhurst (8)
*4.45-5.25 Kilndown (6) - TBC
6.10-7.00 Westerham (8)
There’s a museum at Tenterden station. Bodiam castle is 10 miles to the SW
of Tenterden for those not wishing to travel on the steam train and seek an
alternative interest. There’s a real ale day on the Kent & East Sussex Railway.
More details will be published regarding parking and toilet facilities on
Facebook in due course: https://www.facebook.com/groups/eacr.southern/
It is a longish day, but there is considerable leisure time and only five
towers. Please put the date in your diaries now, so we have a good group
on the day. 					Nigel

Master
Nigel Taylor
(Downham)
10 Teignmouth Drive,
Rayleigh, Essex,
SS6 9PF.
Tel: 01268783792
Mob: 07825810847
s-district-master@
eacr.org.uk

Deputy Master
Steve Nash
(Fobbing and Langdon
Hills)
2 Woodview,
Langdon Hills,
Essex SS16 6TZ
Tel: 01268 490061
s-district-deputymaster@
eacr.org.uk

Contacts

Secretary
Alison Nash
(North Ockendon)
2 Woodview,
Langdon Hills,
Essex SS16 6TZ
Tel: 01268 490061
s-district-secretary@
eacr.org.uk
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Please see
minutes
attached from
last district
meeting

Two of our district young
ringers, Samuel Beech and Joel
Wiggins, were part of the team
that competed in the first South
East of England Youth Striking
Competition at Christ Church,
Epsom Common on 2nd April.
Six teams took part (including
ringers from the Isle of Wight and
the Channel Islands) and Essex
came a creditable third. See the
photos and full report on http://
eacr.org.uk/eyr/

PHOTOS please
We’d be grateful for any photos taken
during this year’s Essex Ringing Course.
Please send them in to me as soon as
possible. Thanks Mrs Mary Bone
Essex Ringing Course Convenor

Treasurer
Mark Robbins
(South Weald)
6 West Way,
Brentwood
Essex CM14 4PB
01277 234345
mark@southweald.
org.uk

EDUCATION
OFFICER
Steve Nash
(Fobbing and Langdon
Hills)
2 Woodview,
Langdon Hills,
Essex SS16 6TZ
Tel: 01268 490061
stevejnash@yahoo.co.uk

ESSEX COURSE Now the course has
been and gone and is just a memory I
am writing to thank you for your help
during the course. We had help from
98 people across the three days with
about 74 on each day. 54 came on all
three days, 14 on one day only and
two for just half a day. The association
is grateful to everybody who gave up
their time and who took annual leave to
come and ring an awful lot, sometimes
mostly the same thing. All the students
I saw expressed their appreciation of
how hard the helpers worked to keep
the ringing going and the tutors also
said how well they had been supported
by the helpers. I would personally like
to thank you for your patience with
being moved to different groups as this
provided flexibility to give each group
the help they needed. A special thank
you to those who went straight to the
tower who I didn’t see but who were
made their contribution.
January will come round again all too
soon and I shall be in contact again. If
you don’t hear from you it may be that
you have changed your email address.
Do get in touch if you don’t hear. From
Hilary Donoghue

Are you on the
Southern District’s
Email List?
If you are but have changed
your email address, or you
want to be added to the list,
please contact your District
Secretary, Alison Nash
on:alison1nash@yahoo.co.uk
or s-district-secretary@eacr.
org.uk
or give her a ring on
01268 490061!

NEWSLETTERS
Please send any reports, pictures,
notices etc., to Beth Johnson at
bethjohnson6710@gmail.com,
or post to 67 London Road
Brentwood CM14 4NN.
Newsletters are distributed at the
end of Feb, April, August, October,
and December – copy date for each
on the 15th of the month.
Copies are sent to Tower
Correspondents, preferably by
email. Any member may request
a copy via email by contacting
Beth or the District Secretary.

new Associat ion
Chaplain

The Rev’d Stephanie Gillingham
has recently been appointed Essex
Association Chaplain. Stephanie
kindly answered some questions so
we know a little more about her.
Where is your parish?
My parish is in Widford, and so I have
responsibility for St Mary’s church,
and the Church of the Holy Spirit.
However, we are now starting to work
with other churches in units, so I am
also Associate Priest to Galleywood, and the two Moulsham churches.
When you were appointed to the parish and where you were before that;
how did you come into the ministry?
I started my role in Widford on 4th July 2013. Before moving here I was a
Curate in Galleywood. This is my second vocation. My first was working
with deaf children in schools around Essex. I was a teacher, and enjoyed the
job very much. I felt called by God to become a vicar. I did not want to be
a vicar, and tried hard to turn it down, but everything I did seemed to turn
me back towards this new vocation. Finally I gave in – and although it was a
big change, I am now very happy and settled.
Who asked you to be our Chaplain?
While I was a Curate, in Galleywood, I started to learn to bell ring. I enjoyed
it and we were a good team. When there was a vacancy for a Chaplain, one
member from that team contacted me, to see if I would be interested.
What do you think about bells - and bell ringers?
I love to hear the sound of bells, especially after a wedding or on special
occasions. Our local school plays hand bells, which I think are good fun too,
and I used to play them with deaf children. I love the tradition of the bells,
and the opportunities that they provide to ring out the news, to celebrate,
as events happen. They also enable young people to learn team work and a
great skill.
Stephanie Gillingham - Priest to Widford Parish: St Mary’s Church & Church of

the Holy Spirit, and Associate Priest to the Moulshams, St John’s and St Lukes &
Galleywood, St Michael’s & All Angels, and Co-ordinating Chaplain to Chelmsford
College Tel: 01245 477818 Email: stephaniegillingham@hotmail.co.uk

Basildon Bell Tower Grant
Basildon Bell Tower is pleased to announce that they have
received a grant of £15,205 from Veolia North Thames Trust
to externally clean and repaint the tower. After 17 years the
original paintwork is starting to show some rust spotting
and is very faded. In order to preserve this iconic structure
we will apply a very hard wearing paint system with an
expected life in excess of 20 years. Works are expected
to begin at the end of May and will require about 10
working days to complete. The total project cost includes
contributions from Basildon Regeneration, the tower
maintenance fund and the church PCC.
					Roger Hobson
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News of Ron brown

Ron Brown suffered a series
of heart attacks at the end of
February, and had a pacemaker
fitted. During treatment, he had
a minor stroke which has left him
a little weak on his legs and with
some sight loss. He is unlikely to
return home, and is presently in
Winifred Dell Care Home, Essex
Way, Brentwood. He is in good
form and delighted to see friends.
Do drop by if you are in the area.
Visiting is all day, but the home
ask that you avoid meal times
(12.30 to 1.30pm and 5-6pm).
Ron is particularly grateful for
any evening visits. For further
information, contact Alwyn Brock email abrock@waitrose.com.
John Cousins has been elected
Tower Captain at Bentley Common
and Keith Gardner is now Tower
Correspondent at Navestock.
The next District Learners’
Practice is on Saturday 4th June at
South Ockendon, 10 to 12noon. As
always, all learners welcome and, if
you are a more exerienced ringer,
please come and help if you can.

RINGING ACHIEVEMENT S
CONGRATULATIONS TO...
Mark Robbins, for his first Stedman at South Weald, on Thursday,
21st April – 1260 Stedman Triples.
1 Helen Harpole 2 Beth Johnson 3 Andrew Beech 4 Paul Trueman
5 Mark Robbins 6 Alan Ball 7 John Harpole (C) 8 Al Sacco
Samuel Beech, for his first quarter inside at Downham, on Saturday,
16th April –1260 Plain Bob Doubles.
1 Alwyn Brock 2 Samuel Beech 3 Cathryn Corns 4 Helen Harpole (C)
5 John Harpole 6 Julia Jones
Gail Farrow for her first quarter at Bentley Common, Monday, 11th April
– 1260 Doubles (two Methods) Grandsire & Plain Bob.
1 Alwyn Brock 2 Rowena L Marshall 3 Pattie Folkson 4 Alan Moody
5 John Cousins (C) 6 Gail Farrow
Ros Skipper for her first in method and Lydia Roberts for her first in
method as conductor at Rayleigh on Sunday, 20th March –
1260 St Clements College Bob Minor.
1 Cathryn Corns 2 Gordon Lucas 3 Ros Skipper 4 Alan Gisby 5 David
Belcham 6 Lydia Roberts
Nicolas Allen for his first of minor as conductor at Rayleigh on Sunday,
6th March 1260 Plain Bob Minor.
1 David Buckley 2 Gordon Lucas 3 Cathryn Corns 4 David Belcham
5 Lydia Roberts 6 Nicholas Allen (C).
Jim and Jillian Laken for their first blows in method at Hornchurch on
Sunday, 10 April 1282 Lincolnshire Surprise Royal.
1 Paul J Bloomfield 2 John W Stephenson 3 Matthew E Rayner
4 Jillian Laken 5 David E Rothera 6 Anthony J Bloomfield 7 James Laken
8 Roderic K Bickerton 9 Andrew P Barham 10 Clive J Stephenson (C).

District Quarter Peal Day With-a-Difference: ‘THE SEQUEL’
After the success of last year’s Quarter Peal Day W-a-D, it was
decided to run it again this year. So what could we do differently
for 2016? Apart from the base tower where the draws would
take place, I thought it would be good to have the other chosen
towers outside of the Southern District, and so Downham (right)
was chosen for the base tower with the other towers being
Galleywood, Sandon and Fryerning in the South-East District.
These were also chosen because they are actually nearer to
Downham than some of our district towers, hence saving on
travelling time.
And so Saturday 16th April arrived and by 10 o’clock, the arranged start time, 18 district ringers assembled at
Downham eagerly awaiting the draws. 18 ringers...!?! ...there should have been 20! And so an organiser’s nightmare
began... We were two ringers short! We waited a further ten minutes in the hope that the missing persons would
arrive, but at 10:10 there was still no sign! As time was pressing, we started the draws to see who would ring with
whom and at which towers.
My little helper, Isabelle Nash, again agreed to help me make the draws. Isabelle started by picking the three
towers at random from the pot - these were... Tower 1 - Sandon Tower 2 - Galleywood Tower 3 - Downham
Now we needed to know who would ring where. The excitement started to build, you could feel the tension and
see the anticipation in everyone’s faces – unfortunately, two ringers were still missing the excitement and the
anticipation ... and I was feeling tenser by the minute because they still hadn’t arrived. Had they forgotten? Were
they ill? Had their brand new car broken down already?!
Isabelle proceeded to draw the ringers’ names at random who were then allocated to the towers in order, starting
with Sandon. By 10:20, all 20 names had been drawn and the three teams were formed. We were now all ready
to head off to our respective towers to ring the morning quarter peals. But, I hear you cry, where were our two
missing persons? A frantic phone call found them in their lovely new car a few minutes away from Downham
thinking that it was a half-past-ten start!!! Panic over, at least they were on their way!
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Methods and conductors were chosen amongst the individual
bands once we had reached our designated towers. At Downham
there were further draws amongst the ringers for who would
conduct and which bell we were to ring. By the end of the morning,
two out of the three quarters were successful, with the attempt at
Galleywood failing to complete near the end.
The three bands then proceeded to local pubs for their well earned
lunch break. The Downham band were soon joined by the glum
Galleywood band at the lovely Old Windmill pub near Hanningfield
Reservoir. Success and disappointment were soon forgotten once
food (including puddings for
some, see left) were consumed
and washed down with beer,
cider and much laughter! At
this point in the narrative you’re
probably wondering if the
afternoon quarters held out
much hope! Read on...
At 2 o’clock, the afternoon start
time, it was a relief to see a
full complement of 20 ringers
reassembled back at Downham in readiness for the afternoon draws
where we repeated the process all over again.
The three towers randomly drawn for the afternoon quarters were
duly declared as…Tower 1 - Downham
Tower 2 - Fryerning Tower 3 - Galleywood (right)
Excitement and anticipation was experienced
by all 20 ringers this time as Isabelle duly picked
names from the pot. A little ‘massaging’ of
bands followed this time to fulfil certain ringer
requirements and then we all set off to the towers
for the afternoon quarters.
With the benefit of not having any travelling time,
the band at Downham attempted, and almost
scored, two quarters in the afternoon. However,
the main attempt was successful and with thanks
to the team saw Sam Beech ring his first quarter
inside just a week after attending the Essex Ringing Course.
A few other achievements were also accomplished during the day.
The morning quarter at Sandon saw Mark Robbins ring his 50th
quarter and at Fryerning in the afternoon Anne Porter rang four
Doubles methods – her most methods to a quarter.
Once all the bands had reappeared back at Downham for the final
time, the day was rounded off with tea and coffee provided by the
Downham ringers, and cakes which ringers had brought along to
share.
In total, 5 quarter peals were scored which is a great achievement.
My thanks to everyone who took part for making the day successful
and enjoyable. Thanks also to the conductors - Nigel, Paul, Steve
and Stephen, Helen and John - for volunteering to take charge
(it was nice to not have to call anything this year!) and to the
four towers for allowing us to ring. Many thanks also to Paul for
organising the tea and coffee at the start and end of the day and to
Downham church for allowing us to use St. Margaret’s as our base
for the day.
In total, 23 district ringers took part in the day representing 11
towers from the district. Wouldn’t it be good if perhaps next time
we had an extra team so that four quarters could be attempted
simultaneously! Now there’s a challenge!	Andrew
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Sandon
1260 Grandsire Doubles
1 Jillian Laken
2 Alwyn Brock
3 Ros Skipper
4 Penny Sloman
5 Nigel Taylor (C)
6 Mark Robbins
50th quarter - 6
Downham 1320
Kent Treble Bob Minor
1 Paul Cammiade (C)
2 Beth Johnson
3 Stephen Nash
4 John Harpole
5 Andrew Beech
6 David Sloman
Fryerning 1260 Doubles
(4 Methods)
(St Simons (240), St Martins (240),
Plain Bob (300), Grandsire (480))

1 Raymond Jones
2 Ros Skipper
3 Anne Porter
4 Stephen Halliwell
5 Stephen Nash (C)
6 Michael Warren
Most methods to a quarter - 3
Downham
1260 Plain Bob Doubles
1 Alwyn Brock
2 Samuel Beech
3 Cathryn Corns
4 Helen Harpole (C)
5 John Harpole
6 Julia Jones
1st quarter inside - 2
Galleywood 1250 Yorkshire
Surprise Major
1 Clare Beech
2 Penny Sloman
3 Jim Laken
4 Jillian Laken
5 Andrew Beech
6 Paul Cammiade
7 David Sloman
8 Nigel Taylor (C)

Rogers 75th Birthday Peal
Some 23 years ago when Roger was 52¾ years old, he was encouraged to attempt to ring his first peal which he
duly did on 10th January 1993 and there is a peal board at Dowham to prove it. It was the 100th peal on the bells.
Roll on a few years as as he approached his 60th birthday it was noticed that he was near his 60th peal which was
rung on the day. As a birthday gift, all his 60 peals were printed and bound as a record of his achievement. Any
thoughts that Roger might stop there were dispelled by me including on the last page “to be continued.....” so he
carried on but at a somewhat slower pace. So as he got nearer to 75, his peal total got nearer to 120 so came the
opportunity to complete another volume of his peal books on his birthday. So on Sunday 6th March the peal was
duly rung, details below, Roger making it known that he considers that his last peal. We are hoping that he doesn’t
stop completely and I can even see another volume of peal book sometime in the future, although it may be a bit
on the thinner side.
Downham Essex, St Margaret.
Sunday 6th March 2016 in 2h 37 (7-3-0 in Bb)
5040 Surprise Minor (7M)
(1) London (2) York (3) Bourne (4) Beverley
(5) Ipswich (6) Cambridge (7) Norwich
1 Roger H Dorking
2 Yvonne A Towler
3 Paul A Cammiade
4 James L Towler
5 David L Sparling
6 Alan P Mayle (C)
For Mothering Sunday and as a 75th birthday compliment to the treble ringer. Roger wishes to say a big thank you
to Paul and everyone who has spent their time and energy supporting him in his peal ringing.
				“That’s all folks”

Winter Blues – Up North!

For the last three years, ringers from the district have held an outing in January to
beat off the winter blues. This year’s outing was a little different, being spread over
a weekend in March and going to see Maria and Ian Jorysz in their new home in
Manchester.
Thirteen of us travelled from Essex, where we were joined by Maria and Ian, Paul
Trueman’s sister, Sarah, and our friend Andy Sutherland. We met up for lunch in the
Waters Green Tavern in Macclesfield, before ringing at Christchurch and St Peter in the
town. Now a redundant church, the visitors book at Christchurch showed that I had
rung there in 1981, 3 years after many of the Prittlewell ringers. Much to the chagrin
of at least one of us, we started off with some Grandsire Caters, followed by Yorkshire
Royal, Erin Caters, Stedman Caters and Kent Royal. St Peter’s contain a light 8, and there
our ringing included a touch of 8-spliced surprise.
Our last tower on Friday was Prestbury, and the best bells of the day. A relatively modern
Taylor 8, our ringing here included Yorkshire and Oxford Bob.

Macclesfield Christchurch

We then drove into Manchester for dinner at the Bridgewater Hotel in Worsley.
As well as enjoying the food and beer, one of our number was relieved to find
her phone hidden in a pocket after thinking she had left it at the last tower.
The usual trick of calling it hadn’t worked as it had been left on silent!
Helen and I were staying with Andy in West Yorkshire, so we had a long drive
over the moors to Ilkley. The following morning, after a breakfast of bacon
sandwiches, we returned the same way, this time being able to experience the
stunning scenery as we drove from Yorkshire into Lancashire; there was even
snow on some of the high moors.
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Macclesfield St Peter

Our first tower on Saturday was our only 12 of the weekend at Bolton. Not easy to
hear and with flighty trebles, we struggled to ring Stedman Cinques, faring better
with Grandsire and Plain and Little. One excuse for our disappointing ringing was
that “ropes are all short in the North”. Next it was the ten at Worsley, where we were
joined by Nick who had driven up that morning.

Bolton

Next were the best bells of the weekend, the superb Gillett eight at Bowdon.
We even managed to ring a course of Glasgow, before posing for the obligatory
group photo.
Lunch was spent in the Arden Arms, next door to the Robinson’s brewery in
Stockport – the beer was creamy and smooth. This set us up for ringing at the
2 ten bell towers in Stockport. St Mary’s has an impressive square tower, but is
round inside! Despite poor acoustics, we managed London Royal and Kent Caters –
a first for most of the band. We then walked back to St George’s, where we had left
our cars; with a tenor weight of nearly 30 cwt, these were the heaviest bells of the
day and we enjoyed ringing various caters and Royal methods.
Last tower of the day was the eight at Fallowfield. Double Norwich was
particularly enjoyed on these bells which had been transferred from Birch-inRusholme in 1982. A peal board from their original home mentioned a Frank
Sloman, of great interest to David.

Bowden

The day ended with a curry at the Eastern Tandoori in Eccles. I will not be
giving this restaurant a favourable review in TripAdvisor as the service was
awful and the food only marginally better; still the company was pleasant.
When we had finished eating Helen, Andy and I said goodbye to everyone as
we were planning to stay in Wharfedale the following day.
Stockpoet, St Mary, with the
Robinsons Brewery cheek by jowl

It was a very enjoyable
weekend with good ringing,
and great to see Maria and Ian
again. Thanks to Maria and
Paul for organising it.
		John Harpole
Ringers on the tour, left to right:
John Cousins, Ian Jorysz,
John Harpole, Jim Laken,
David Rothera, Nick Allen,
Steve Halliwell Paul Trueman,
Maria Jorysz, Penny Sloman,
Andrew Beech, Jillian Laken,
Helen Harpole, Hilary Donoghue,
David Sloman, Andy Sutherland.

While the rest of the party rang at
Pendleton and Manchester Cathedral,
we rang for Sunday service at North
Rigton. Instead of the grand churches
and heavy eights and tens of the
previous day, this was a delightful
village church with a 4 cwt modern 6,
and we enjoyed ringing plain bob and
Grandsire doubles for Sunday service.
We then returned to Ilkley for more
service ringing, coffee and lunch; we
enjoyed our roast Bolton Abbey lamb
and rhubarb and apple crumble! It was
then time for Helen and I to thank our
host and head off back home down
the A1.

Essex Association of Change Ringers
Southern District

MINUTES
Meeting at Brentwood
Saturday 19th March 2016
1.

Welcome and Thanks

The Master, Nigel Taylor, welcomed all present and invited everyone to print their name in the
attendance book. There were 25 members present, excluding visitors – Peter Eves (Life Vice
President) from Chelmsford Cathedral, Shaun Howchen from Great Burstead and Donald Heath from
Romford.
The Master thanked Father Colin Hewitt, for taking the service and Sam Adams for playing the
organ. He also thanked the Brentwood ringers for the excellent tea and the use of the bells.
The Secretary would like to thank Brentwood for agreeing to host this District Meeting especially as
the District had visited only 18 months ago for the September 2014 District Meeting.
2.

Minutes of Previous Meeting

The Minutes of the Annual District Meeting held at North Ockendon on 23rd January 2016 were
printed in the March 2016 Newsletter (No. 142) and copies available at this meeting. The Minutes
were signed by the Nigel Taylor, District Master.
3.

Matters Arising

The meeting discussed an email the Secretary had received dated 15th March from Peter Knight,
Eastwood, asking for his response to the reason why Eastwood could not host the 2016 Call Change
Competition and November District Meeting to be expanded. He wanted included “my original
reply last November had advised of a church organisations prior provisional booking and despite
repeated chasing they didn’t firm it up until the new year [they had put a reserve on two different
Saturdays] when I was able to advise”.
The Secretary pointed out that the “reply last November” referred to an email dated 27th November
from Peter Knight to Eastwood’s vicar and hall secretary which mentions a possible previous
booking. An email was not sent directly to the secretary so on 12th December the District Secretary
sent an email to Peter asking if there was “any news on the November District Meeting yet?” A reply
was received on 14th December saying “Not yet. They are probably more concerned with Christmas
at the moment”. The meeting felt this response was not necessary and to wait so long for a
response of any kind was unreasonable due to the fact that the District Diary needed to be
presented at the ADM and sent to the Report Editor in time to be listed in the forthcoming Annual
Report.
4.

Correspondence

The Secretary had received a letter from Orsett and an email from Rayleigh, concerning the
Secretary’s Report for 2015 these were read out to the meeting.
A discussion followed and it was agreed the District Secretary would reply to these correspondence.
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5.

Election of New Members

There were no new members elected.
6.

Training

The Essex Ringing Course is being held at Honeywood School in Coggeshall on Thursday 7th to
Saturday 9th April. Helpers are always needed so please contact Hilary Donoghue if you are able to
help. Her details are - email norseyhound@aol.com or phone on 01277 656346 or 07540066789.
Both Stephen Nash and David Sparling of Kirby-le-Soken, North East District, tutored a group of
Shenfield ringers at Coggeshall for a Raising and Lowering Course on 30th January. Chris Bailey
thanked all those involved for their help in the recent courses for both Shenfield and the Brentwood
monthly triples ringing.
Please let either Stephen Nash, District Education Officer, or other District Officers know if you would
like training of any sort. At present no further training has been scheduled.
7.

AGM Afternoon Ringing

It is the turn of the Southern District to host the afternoon ringing after the Annual General Meeting
at Chelmsford on May Day Bank Holiday, Monday 6th May. The towers open will be South
Ockendon, Langdon Hills, Bowers Gifford, Rayleigh, who are also hosting the tea, followed by
Rettendon. The Secretary wishes to thank all these towers who have agreed to open their towers to
the Association.
8.

District Outing

Nigel Taylor, District Master, has organised the outing for Saturday 18th June and reported most of
the towers have been confirmed but is still waiting for one more. Also included in the outing this
year is a visit to a steam railway. Further details will follow.
9.

District Programme

The next District Surprise Practice is on Wednesday 30th March at Fobbing. As these practices are
usually on a Thursday but there are those who are unable to attend as their own practice nights are
also on a Thursday therefore a different day had been requested by some members of the district.
Special method is Whalley.
The next District Learners Practices is on Saturday 2nd April at South Ockendon. 10am to 12 noon.
Then on Saturday 4th June.
Also on 2nd April is the South East England Youth Striking Competition at Epsom Common. Two of
our District will be taking part.
The Quarter Peal Day is on Saturday 16th April which is being organised by Andrew Beech.
Downham is the base tower. At present he only has 3 ringers who wish to be included although
more came forward at this meeting. He will need at least 20 to make the day viable.
The Method Striking Competition this year is at Bentley Common on 21st May. The draw is at 5pm
prompt.
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The Annual General Meeting of the Essex Association of Change Ringers is at Chelmsford Cathedral
on Monday 4th May where the Southern District are hosting the afternoon ringing.
10.

Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from 23 members. A record of apologies can be found in the Attendance
Book.
11.

Any Other business

Peter Eves, Chelmsford, wished to know the progress of Ron Brown of Bentley Common who has
recently been unwell and is in the Royal London Hospital. Ron had a pacemaker fitted and this
followed with a minor stroke. He is progressing well although at present he cannot see from his
right eye. He has lost some mobility and is using a frame to get around. Alwyn Brock is the contact
for the hospital as Ron has no next of kin. Alwyn is co-ordinating a rota for visitors to the hospital
and it is hoped he will be moved very soon to the Brentwood Community Hospital.
John Harpole, Association Master, stated it was 6 weeks before the Annual General Meeting and
there had been no nomination for Association Secretary. He stated the Association cannot continue
without a Secretary. Many people had been asked, all of which, for various reasons, have declined
the post. He stated the person did not have to be female.
Stephen Nash, Deputy District Master, stated that 237 – 2015 Annual Reports have been given out
today but only 25 District members are here today! Where is everyone?

As mentioned in the Secretary’s Report Grays have a Health and Safety issue gaining access
to the bells. At the present time, Grays have stopped ringing mainly through lack of ringers
but lack of access to the bells makes it difficult so no maintenance has been carried out for
some time.
The collection
Raffle
Tea was donated

- to be advised
- £54.00
- £59.20

The meeting closed at 7pm and there was no ringing after the meeting.
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SIX BELL STRIKING COMPETITION
Taken from the Website of Essex Association of Change Ringers

6.1

There shall be up to two teams from each District in the Six Bell Final. Each
District must arrange and hold their Heat before the end of June and the
winners and runners-up of each District Heat shall be entitled to compete in
the Final. In the event of any District having less than three teams prepared
to compete in the District Heat then that District may dispense with the
District Heat and if applicable those teams who were prepared to compete
shall be deemed to have qualified for the Final.

6.2

THE COMPETITION PIECE shall be 240 changes of either Minor or
Doubles with tenor covering. Five bell towers may ring Doubles without a
covering bell.

6.3

Practice rounds or changes of two minutes will be allowed before each
team rings the competition piece. Commencement of the competition piece
shall be indicated by an agreed signal.

6.4

Any team failing to complete the competition piece at the first attempt
(unless due to a mechanical breakdown, e.g. broken rope) shall retire.

6.5

TEAMS — All towers within the Association’s boundaries may compete in
their District Heats.
a) A tower may enter any number of teams composed of ringers listed as
being members of that tower in the current report or any who may have
been elected since the last report was published. Up to three ringers listed
as Unattached in the District may ring for a tower provided that they
regularly ring at that tower.
b) A tower finding difficulties to form a team on the competition day, may
make their own arrangements to have up to two substitutes from
neighbouring towers.
c) A tower with insufficient members to form a team may join with a
neighbouring tower in the same situation to form a joint team, entering the
competition in the joint name of both towers. Ringers at Towers within a
United Benefice may join together and enter a team in the name of the
United Benefice.
d) No ringer shall compete in more than one team. To overcome any
attendance difficulties teams may with the consent of the District or
Association Master and the other teams re-arrange the order in which they
shall ring.
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