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2019 QUARTER PEAL DAY (With-a-Difference)
This year’s Quarter Peal Day will be based at INGRAVE on Saturday 27th April starting at 10:00am.
This event may be new to some of the district members - so what’s it all about? Well, the idea is a bit of a social event
as well as to encourage ringers to ring with other people in the district they may not normally ring with, and to have a
bit of fun and score some quarters!
Here’s how it works:
•
Everyone who wants to take part meets at INGRAVE at 10:00am.
•
To start with, the three towers are drawn at random. (This year they are Ingrave, Shenfield and North Ockedon.)
•
Ringers are then drawn at random to form the quarter peal bands ringing at the towers.
•
The bands may need a little massaging, for example, to allow each band to have a conductor.
•
Each band then makes their way to their allotted tower to ring their quarter peal. (Towers are no further than 30
minutes drive from the base tower). Car share where possible so you should only need to take a couple of cars.
•
The bands then decide amongst themselves what method they will ring and who will be the conductor. The
choice of method will take into account the abilities of all the band members.
•
Lunch at a local pub.
•
All return to INGRAVE for 2:00pm where the successful quarter peals are recorded and the random draws are
done again for the afternoon quarters.
•
Towers and Ringers are drawn at random in the same way as earlier but this time for the afternoon quarter peal
bands.
•
Each band then makes their way to their afternoon tower to ring their quarter peal. Car share again where
possible.
•
Methods and conductors are decided once again.
•
Following the afternoon quarter peals, everyone returns to INGRAVE for 4:30pm where the successful afternoon
quarter peals are recorded and well earned cups of tea & coffee and cake are consumed!
So, the full schedule for the day is...:

10:00
10:00-10:30
10:30
11:00-12:00
12:00-1:30
2:00
2:00-2:30
2:30
3:00-4:00
4:30

Meet/Start at INGRAVE
Draws made for morning QP bands
Bands leave for morning towers
Ring morning QP
Team lunch at pub
All meet back at INGRAVE
Draws made for afternoon QP bands
Bands leave for afternoon towers
Ring afternoon QP
All meet back at INGRAVE for tea/cake
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There will be a small cost of £2.50 per person per quarter peal - this is to cover tower donations (£2 per rope for the
tower) and if the quarter peal is successful, 50p for the Ringing World.
Please let me know if you would like to take part by giving me your name, home tower, and contact details
(either email, mobile or landline) by Good Friday, Friday 19th April, or preferably as soon as possible. A minimum
of 18 ringers are required for the three towers.
If you want to take part but only ring the treble or tenor behind, that’s not a problem, just let me know. Similarly, if
you only want to ring in one quarter peal just let me know which half of the day (am or pm) you can make.
I can be contacted on email (andrewbeech1@yahoo.co.uk), mobile (07957 384764) or landline (01708 440939)
Additionally, if you can provide a cake for the afternoon “bring-and-share-cake-fest” at the end of the day, that
would be very much appreciated! In previous years we have had a lot of cake so there’s no need to go overboard we just need a little nourishment after a hard days ringing!
I look forward to hearing from you. It’s a fun day – you won’t want to miss it!
Andrew Beech

Spot the Difference!

Taken on the same bells at St. Andrew's Church, Rochford, in 1971 and 2019 respectively,
featuring Peter Sloman and John Tipping. You have hardly changed at all gentlemen!

The deadline for the next Newsletter is April 30th 2019. Please send all items to me at helenharpole@gmail.com.
Photos are welcome, but should be clear and with permission of all those involved, including the photographer.
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EACR Management Committee Report
2nd February 2019
AGM 6 May 2019 Chelmsford Cathedral
09:30-10:15 Ringing
10:15-10:30 Service Touch arranged by the Master
10:30 Service followed by AGM
All existing Association Officers have been nominated to serve for the next year, with the exception of
Association Secretary and Public Relations Officer. David Sparling has been acting as "Interim" Secretary
since last year and Emily Ashton is standing down as PRO. There has been one nomination for Association
Secretary next year, Sharon Lacey from Sawbridgeworth. There have not been any nominations for PRO.
There are two nominations for Life Membership (Clive Stephenson of Hornchurch and Brian Clayden of
Bradwell-on-Sea) and also two nominations for Life Vice President (Yvonne Towler of Inworth and Mary
Bone of Sawbridgeworth). All of these nominations have been endorsed by the Management Committee.
Afternoon ringing in the North East District.
Annual Dinner 19 October 2019 at Benton Hall Golf Club, Witham. Both the venue and the date needed
to be changed this year, so please put this in your diary.

Association Carol Service - this happens every 5 years and will be hosted by the Northern District, venue
and date to be advised (7th December at Coggeshall - Ed)
Central Council of Church Bellringers Representatives - our representatives will carry on being elected
every three years. There were options to change this now that the CCCBR does not operate under a three
year cycle. The next elections for our five CCCBR representatives will be at next years AGM in 2020. Also
the date of the CCCBR Meetings has switched to September rather than the late May Bank Holiday
weekend.
Charity Trustees - we have a very high number of charity trustees, 40-50, typically, a charity has 6-10. A
small working party is being set up to look at reducing this in a sensible way. There will be a short
presentation at the AGM.
EACR WW1 Memorial Stone at Chelmsford Cathedral - following research into ringing members who died
in WW1 for the Armistice, 9 further names have been found who are not on the current memorial. The
plan is to add an additional stone with the extra names. This will take some time, effort and fund raising
to do, but the plans are being worked on with the Cathedral authorities.
Essex Young Eagles will be attending the Ringing World National Youth Contest at Liverpool on 6 July
2019. They are also taking part in the SE England Youth Striking Contest at Horton Kirby in Kent on 6 April
2019.
Steve Nash
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MORE
PICKLED
EGGS…
As Nigel wrote in his Master’s report for
2018, the Ringing World is publicising a
campaign to come up with a new set of
standard surprise major methods, rather
enigmatically called “Project Pickled Egg”.
These new methods will enhance the
established “standard 8”, offering more
variety and differing degrees of difficulty.
As readers of the Ringing World and
owners of RW diaries will have seen, there
is a method of the month during 2019,
with bands being challenged to ring a
quarter or peal of each of the 12 methods.
A group of us in the Southern District are
trying to rise to the challenge, but haven’t
got off to the best of starts by losing an
attempt for January’s method!
The 12 methods are:
January – Cooktown Orchid Delight Major
February – Double Dublin Surprise Major
March – Lancashire Surprise Major
April – Kenninghall Surprise Major
May – Turramurra Surprise Major
June – Jovium Surprise Major
July – Frodsham Surprise Major
August – Ytterbium Surprise Major
September – Painswick Surprise Major
October – Ely Surprise Major
November – Deva Surprise Major

December – Venusium Surprise Major
I understand that some ringers in Suffolk
have come up with a rival initiative, which
they have named “Pickled Walnut”.
John Harpole

Beth Johnson
Southern District
Secretary
I started ringing at 13, learning at St Edward’s in the market
place in Romford with two friends from Guides and my brother.
The four of us rang together throughout our teens and had an
experienced band to learn with. We taught many of our friends
and had a very young band as the older ringers moved away or
stopped ringing for one reason or another. I took over as tower
captain in the early 1970s and was very grateful to other ringers
in the District, notably John Armstrong, Clive and John
Stephenson and John White, who helped me with advice on
running the tower, attempting quarters and calling.
After my first son was born in 1985 I moved to worship and ring
at St Peter’s South Weald, first ringing under tower captain
Frances Goddard and with local long-serving ringers such as Vic
Dale, Don Crouchman, Ron Brown and Des Mayall. I took over
as tower captain when Frances ceased ringing, and spent 25
happy years ringing there. The band was strong with a good line
of succession so when Shenfield was struggling, I moved across
Brentwood to ring at St Mary’s. We quickly decided to ‘twin’
with St Thomas’s Brentwood to establish a local band that rang
at both towers, which we continue today with great success. I
took over as tower captain four years ago when Ray was
suffering with poor health; I enjoy seeing all our ringers get
pleasure from their achievements great and small, love an
outing .
Again, I am grateful to all the help I have received from our
District members when running towers and especially John
Harpole, a good friend of Shenfield, and Steve Nash for his many
training sessions. I do encourage people to ask for help – I’ve
always found it willingly given.
Four years ago I became a Friend of ART (The Association of
Ringing Teachers) although due to family and work pressures I
couldn’t do more than just pay my subscription. Last year on
retiring from work I was able to organise and take part in an ART
Module 1 and subsequently with a local group of teacher
achieved accreditation. I’m now looking forward to doing my
Module 2F (foundation) this year.

Outside ringing I worked for many years in publishing and
particularly in producing how-to information on home subjects
such as craft and cookery. I am never so happy as in my garden
and I also enjoy travelling around the world with my husband
Ian. After reaching Moscow by rail a few years ago we are
currently planning on taking the train across America later this
year.
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Congratulations!
1st Quarter Peal; Theo Johnson, Sarah Robbins
50th Quarter Peal;Samuel Beech
3,000th Quarter Peal; David Belcham
Luke Catton from Shenfield achieved Learning the Ropes Level 1 (Bell Handling) in January

We rang a quarter peal on Saturday, 2nd February and it was
the first quarter peal for our Treble ringer, Theo Johnson. He
is 14, and he also happens to be our very first 100 ringer at
the tower. He signed up just after the appeal for new ringers
began and we are all so proud of how well he is doing.
He has been learning with Peter Sloman, etc. at the Ringing
Centre at Prittlewell and has loved bells for as long as he can
remember, he's even gone to visit Big Ben. He's getting
involved with the young ringers and is very excited to be
going around to new towers and ringing with them.
Sarah Chin-a-Loy ; St Mary’s, Prittlewell

Sarah Robbins, trebled
to her first quarter peal
on Saturday 23rd
February, very steady
and confident. Her dad,
Mark was calling and
was probably more
nervous.

Well done to Sarah Chin-aLoy on ringing her first quarter
peal of Stedman Triples. Also
rung to celebrate the life of
Peter Eves, life vice president of
the Essex Association and last
surviving member of the band
who rung the record peal of Bob
Royal at Prittlewell in 1950
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20 years at Basildon Bell Tower

It came as somewhat of a surprise to realise that the 12th
of March 2019 marked 20 years since the opening of the
Basildon Bell Tower by HM The Queen. For those who may
not be aware of the story of how this iconic and unique
structure came about, here is a short history.
The original architect’s model for St Martin’s in 1972
shows a bell tower situated at the south porch, although
this was apparently designed as a carillion with no
provision being made for ringers, with just six bells. The
church itself was a much lower building, about two thirds
of the built height. However the New Towns Commission
felt that for its location in the fledgling Town Centre
something bigger was needed so the height was increased.
As all New Towns were intended to become future cities
perhaps it was being thought of as Basildon Cathedral!
The increase in size and cost meant that there were
insufficient funds to build the planned bell tower and in its
place a porch was built, with a commissioned sculpture of
Christ. Many art works were provided throughout the New
Towns as a policy of the Commission.
A bell tower remained on the wish list for the church and
to that end the 6 redundant bells from St Nicholas with St
Runwald, Colchester were donated to the church by the
then Bishop of Chelmsford. It was found that one of the
1860 bells was cracked and the metal reused for a new
bell in 1966. The bells remained in storage from that time
pending St Martin’s managing to build its tower.
As the millennium approached the Millennium
Commission charged with organising the celebrations was
making plans, and one of these initiatives was to ’get all
the bells ringing’. This was spotted by the Rector of
Basildon, Lionel Webber, who consulted with his good
friend and congregation member, Douglas Galloway, Chief
Architect of the Basildon Development Corporation. The
result was a model produced by the BDC of a tower very
similar to the tower as it exists today. A projected cost was
produced and the proposal submitted to the Millennium
Commission.

They were surprisingly enthusiastic and granted a sum of
£450,000 towards the cost. The Rector and congregation
then set about fundraising to cover the remainder.
Sponsors were sought from the industry base of the town
and a number contributed. Money was also sought for two
further bells to make up the 8; these were duly cast in
1998 by the Whitechapel Foundry.
Engineering consultants were engaged to carry out the
detail design of the tower; principle consultant was Buro
Happold, steel structure specialists, whose previous job
was the Millennium Dome! Contracts were tendered and
in October 1998 the first ground was ceremonially broken
by Sir Stirling Moss. Things proceeded and the main
structure had been erected by the end of December 1998.
Then fitting of the bells, glazing and completion was made
just in time for the visit of the Queen to celebrate the 50th
anniversary of the founding of the Basildon New Town,
whence the tower was duly dedicated by Her Majesty.
After the euphoria had died down it came as something of
a shock to the congregation to realise that none of this
had been paid for and we had a number of companies
banging on the door for payment. After much negotiation
with all parties, and with the help of the Millennium
Commission and the financial advisers to the diocese we
agreed a sum that would discharge enough of the debt for
us to take over the tower. This involved the congregation
taking a loan from the diocese of £100,000 to be repaid
over 10 years. That this was done is due grateful thanks
from bellringers everywhere that we now own and
control, debt free the Basildon Bell Tower.
Since those somewhat fraught days we have been able to
develop the tower with some self financing, a continuous
contribution from the PCC together with a number of
grants, the most recent of which from Veolia North
Thames Trust who paid for a complete external repaint.
Also thanks to Basildon Council for including the Tower
and surrounding area in its Town Centre Regeneration
Plans where it now has a new setting. The Tower has truly
become an iconic symbol of the New Town.
Roger Hobson
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Southern District update
All of our learners continue to progress well. At
Shenfield, Sarah is well on her way to reaching level 3 of
the Learning the Roper scheme, having just rung her
first quarter peal. Our other recruits are working
towards level 2, at the end of which they will be able to
ring call changes and kaleidoscope with the other
members of their bands.
One of the great things about ART is that it gives you
access to all sorts of fun and challenging exercises to
hone your skills. We recently got all of our learners and
teachers to gather for a practice at Ingrave, and as well
as practising call changes we played the dice game. In
this game, 2 dice are rolled and then everyone has to
pull off in rounds and then stand after the combined
score of strokes; this means everyone has to stand at
both hand and back, and pull off again. This can be a
challenge to all ringers, and we can all think of bells that
are difficult to set, particularly at backstroke. Everyone
joined in, both by ringing and rolling the giant dice.

We are hoping to make this a monthly practice, and will
be meeting at Basildon in March. Not only does it give
our learners the valuable opportunity to ring on
different bells, but it helps the teachers to learn from
each other and to try new ways of teaching our
traditional skill.
Some of you may have read some recent
correspondence in the Ringing World, with one writer
making some very negative comments. I think the best
answer came from David Smith, a ringer from Brisbane,
Australia, who wrote “here in the antipodes we strongly
push the view that attending ART courses is
recommended because it may well make you a better
teacher than you were before – not a better teacher
than some other person. For us it is about selfimprovement, not competition or accreditation”. I think
all of us local ART trained teachers would echo those
words.
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The Association Striking competition finals are in our District
this year, and are to be held at Eastwood and Rochford...

ESSEX ASSOCIATION OF CHANGE RINGERS
Southern District Meeting
16th March 2019
Basildon SS14 1DX
Ringing from 3pm, service 4.30pm, tea and meeting.
Numbers for tea to Roger Dobson 07836 310109 or basildonbells@aol.com
by Wednesday 13th March

It’s a long way off, but there is no District Carol Service this Christmas as it is the year for the
Association Carol Service which takes place once every five years in one of the districts by
rotation. This year it is on 7th December (not the 14th as previously listed) and will be at
Coggeshall - ringing from 3pm and service at 4.30pm.

https://eacr.org.uk/

@Essexbells

Southern District - EACR

Eleven Southern District towers feature in the Header on the front page. How many can you name?
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Essex Association of Change Ringers
Southern District

MINUTES
Meeting at Prittlewell
Saturday 19h January 2019

1.

Welcome and Thanks

The Master, Nigel Taylor, welcomed all present and invited everyone to print their name in the attendance
book. There were 62 members present, including visitors – Andrew Kelso (Association Master, Goldhanger),
David Sparling (Interim Association Secretary, Kirby-le-Soken), Vicki and Colin Chapman (Chelmsford),
Andrew Brewster (Association Treasurer - Writtle) and Christina Brewster (Youth Coordinator with the
bookstall - Writtle).
The Master thanked The Priest in Charge, Rev. Paul McKay for taking the service and for the use of the bells
and Melanie Van Looey for playing the organ.
The service touch was Grandsire Caters rung by Paul Cammiade, Julia Taylor, William Beech, Andrew Kelso,
Steve Nash, Andrew Beech, John Harpole, David Sparling, Nigel Taylor (c) and Steve Halliwell.
2.

Minutes of Previous Meeting

The Minutes of the District Meeting held at Eastwood on 17th November 2018 were printed in the December
2018 Newsletter (No. 156), sent to those on the Secretary’s email lists and circulated at the meeting. There
being no amendments they were signed as a true copy.
3.

Matters Arising

John Harpole thanked Cathryn Corns for the Incident Report she had circulated in connection with the cardiac
arrest Tony Lowe had in Rayleigh tower. John felt the Report needs to be escalated not only to the Association
Management Committee but also to The Central Council. He stated that there was nothing like this on the
Central Council website and felt that it should be distributed nationwide if possible. Nigel Taylor, as District
Master, said he would make sure the Management Committee knew about this Report.
Tony Lowe wished to thank all those who had visited him in hospital and have given his cards and wished
him well after his long stay in hospital. It was now 10 weeks since the incident and he felt much better. He
was thankful that he was among people who knew what had happened and who knew what to do. Tony felt
it was important that if someone felt unwell then they should not go up the tower. It took a long time for
the emergency services to get him down the tower due to the fact that lifting gear was needed. If he had
been downstairs the emergency services could have got him to hospital quicker. It was fortunate that
Rayleigh have a defibrillator in the church. They now have a defibrillator in their ringing room.
4.

Correspondence

An email had been received from David Sparling, Interim Association Secretary, concerning the election of
Association Officers at the Annual General Meeting on Monday 6th May. Nominations for Master, Secretary,
Treasurer, 3 Property Trustees, Public Relations Officer, Technical Advisor, Education Officer and 2
Independent Examiners need to reach David by 1st February.

Nominations for Life Membership had been received for Clive Stephenson of Hornchurch (South West
District), proposed by Chris Pain and seconded by Jim Laken, and Brian Clayden of Bradwell-on-Sea (South
East District) proposed by Ann Hart and seconded by Jean Allen. The nominations will be put forward to all
Members at the AGM in May.
The email also stated that for all those standing for District Officer positions of Master, Deputy Master,
Secretary and Treasurer will be members of the Management Committee and therefore will act as EACR
Charity Trustees. As such, new regulations require the completion of a Nomination of District Officers at the
Annual District Meeting form together with the Charity Trustee Declaration of Eligibility and Responsibility
form. These forms can be found on the EACR website.
5.

Reports

(a)

The Master, Nigel Taylor, presented his report and is also attached to these Minutes.

(b)
The Secretary, Alison Nash, presented her report for 2018 and is attached to
The 2019 District Diary, version 2, is also attached to these Minutes.

these

(c)

The Treasurer, Anne Porter, also presented her report and is also attached to these Minutes.

6.

Election of District Officers

Minutes.

Andrew Kelso as Association Master took the chair for the election of District Master.
(a)

Honorary Officers (members of the EACR Management Team)

(i)

Nigel Taylor was proposed as Master by John Harpole and seconded by Lydia Roberts and was reelected.

(ii)

Stephen Nash was proposed as Deputy Master by Julia Taylor and seconded by Peter Sloman and was
re-elected.

(iii)

Beth Johnson was proposed as Secretary by Alison Nash and seconded by Stephen Nash and was
elected.

(iv)

Anne Porter was proposed as Treasurer by Steve Halliwell and seconded by John Harpole and was reelected.

(b)

Other District Appointments

(i)

Stephen Nash was proposed as District Education Officer by Bill Hindley and seconded by Mark Robins
and was re-elected.

(ii)

Nigel Taylor was proposed as Public Relations Officer by Alison Nash and seconded by Ros Skipper
and was elected.

(iii)

Helen Harpole was proposed as Newsletter Editor by John Harpole and seconded by Julia Taylor and
was elected.

(iv)

Stephen Nash was proposed as Bell Grants Committee member by David Sloman and seconded by
Julia Taylor and was re-elected.

7.

Election of New Members

(a)

Ringing Members:

Thirteen new ringing members were elected to the Southern District of the Essex Association of Change
Ringers as below:
Geoff Turnpenny of Brentwood, proposed by Chris Bailey, seconded by Warren Hawkins
Gillian Bundock of Canewdon, proposed by Peter Sloman, seconded by Brian Meldon
Thomas Rayner of Hutton, proposed by Sylvia Martin, seconded by Robin Page-Jones
Peter Martin of Hutton, proposed by Sylvia Martin, seconded by Robin Page-Jones
Rosemarie Waldon of Ingrave, proposed by Jackie Channa, seconded by Liz Atkins
Julie Cooke of Langdon Hills, proposed by Cathryn Corns, seconded by Alan Gisby
Rachael Marshall of North Ockendon, proposed by Andrew Beech, seconded by Clare Beech
Barbara Wright of Rettendon, proposed by Mike Hallett, seconded by Jane Fallows
Katie Wiggins of Shenfield, proposed by Paul Wiggins, seconded by Beth Johnson
Sarah Robbins of Shenfield, proposed by Beth Johnson, seconded by John Harpole
David Smith of Prittlewell, proposed by David Sloman, seconded by Peter Sloman
Lisa Appadurai of Prittlewell, proposed by John Tipping, seconded by Peter Sloman
Michael Allott of Prittlewell, proposed by Peter Sloman, seconded by David Sloman
(b)

There were no Friends of the Association elected.

(c)

There were no Non Resident Members elected.

(d)

There were no Ratification of Non Resident Life Members

8.

District Programme

The next few District events are:
27th January – Essex Young Ringers Practice at Chelmsford Cathedral. 4.30-6pm.
7th February - District Surprise Practice at Brentwood, 7.30-9pm. Special method is Cooktown Orchid Delight
Major.
16th February – District Afternoon Practice at Grays, 2-4pm. Please note the time change.
2nd March – District Learners Practice at South Ockendon, 10am-12 noon.
16th March – District Meeting at Basildon. Ringing starts at 3pm.
9.

Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from 15 members. A record of apologies can be found in the Attendance Book.
10.

Any Other Business

Application Forms for the Essex Ringing Course are now available from the EACR website and we are
encouraged to apply early for the course rather than wait until the last minute. The closing date for the course
is Friday 15 February. Please contact Anne Bray on essexcourse@eacr.org.uk who is the new Course
Administrator. Last year helpers were in short supply so if you are available to help on a half day, a full day
or all three days then please contact Hilary Donoghue at email “norseyhound@aol.com” or phone on 01277
656346 or 07540 066789. All students and helpers can attend any talk/seminar taking place throughout the
three days.

The outing this year is on Saturday 1st June to Cambridge. Nigel intends to use the Park & Ride facility in
Cambridge for the day. Further details to follow.
The Association Striking Competition Finals this year are hosted by our District. The 8 Bell Competition will
be at Rochford and the 6 Bell Competition, we hope, will be at Eastwood. The Officers understand that
Eastwood held the District Call Change Competition in November so we would be grateful if the whole District
could come together and donate food for this occasion rather than leaving it to one tower to organise.
A Get Well card had been circulated with the Attendance Book for Roger Dorking of Downham who has been
in hospital all last week. Paul Cammiade advised the meeting that Roger had been rushed into hospital with
a problem with his small intestine. Doctors were trying to solve the problem without the need for surgery as
he was waiting for an operation for a heart valve replacement which was imminent and if he needed an
operation before this it would delay his heart operation.
John Harpole wished the Call Change Competition rules to be amended to state what constitutes a band. It
was pointed out that the rules states 1 substitute and 5 bells in rules but it was felt that a five bell tower would
be penalised as they would not be used to having a covering tenor. This is to be put on the Agenda for the
March Meeting.
John Harpole wanted to know if our subscriptions still went into the Bell Restoration Fund (BRF). The
Association Treasurer, Andrew Brewster, stated that 50% of our Association subscription still went into the
BRF and there was no change there. All donations went into the BRF unless otherwise advised. John then
wanted to know what the Education Fund was used for. Discussion followed and it was suggested that an
application should be forwarded to the Management Committee and if it was felt appropriate then a grant
would probably be allowed. Andrew Kelso, Association Master, said it would be discussed at the next
Management Meeting.
Roger Hobson, Basildon, stated that it was 20 years since the Royal opening of Basildon Bell Tower and the
March District Meeting on 16th March would give us a chance to celebrate this.

Beth Johnson asked if anything further had been planned for the Call Change Competition final. This was a
suggestion from the South West District Master who was going to come up with some rules. Unfortunately,
because of a bereavement in the family this had not progressed. Andrew Kelso said they would discuss it at
the Masters Meeting on 2nd February – before the Management Meeting.
The service collection raised
Raffle raised
Tea raised

- £145.10
- £139.00
- £193.30

The meeting closed with the raffle.

Signed as a true record ........................................................................................ (District Master)
N S D Taylor

Dated ................................................................... 20...........

Southern District’s Master’s Report for 2018
The 2018 ADM was held at South Weald on 20th January. I was elected District Master for
the fourth consecutive year.
2018 has been a very busy year for me, not just prodigious quantities of ringing, but often
working away from home. This has resulted in not being able to attend some practice nights
and being absent for some of the mid-week surprise practices. Of those that I was able to
attend, the February practice at Thorpe Bay was the most well-attended, and in some ways
the most successful, as we twice attempted Hughenden Surprise Major and twice rang 5
leads before the method disintegrated! In November, the special method was Deva, one of
the new generation of so called ‘pickled egg’ methods. These methods are being branded as
replacements for some of the rather dull and uninspiring methods that comprise the
standard-8. I am planning to feature more of these methods in the surprise major practices
for 2019, because it is important for ringers to stretch their abilities at whatever level.
Those learning the standard-8 will of course receive full support.
The method ringing Striking Competition was held on 19th May at Fobbing. Christina and
Andrew Brewster from Writtle adjudicated. The call-change competition was held at
Eastwood on 17th November. With only a maximum of three bands entered the night
before, I cancelled the judges who had some distance to travel and undertook to judge the
competition myself. In the event, five teams participated, including the home team. This
demonstrates the need to organise bands early and notify the officers of their intentions to
enter a team. I would also like to encourage bands to enter both the method and callchange competitions. It really does not matter if you think that you cannot possibly win;
competition ringing does help to improve standards of striking.
The Carol Service this year was held at Hutton on 8th December. The service was well
attended, and we sang lustily! The local ringers provided an excellent selection of
refreshments afterwards.
In November, we rang a total of 26 quarter peals at 19 different towers within the district
to commemorate the Centenary of the Armistice,1918-2018. I would like to thank everyone
that participated in this major undertaking.
I have for many years been convinced of the advantages of ringing quarter peals for the
advancement of ringers learning new methods. There is no substitute for sustained ringing
to consolidate a new method(s). Towers that would like to ring quarter peals but have
insufficient ringers or ringers of appropriate experience will find willing volunteers in the
district to assist! Please contact me or Steve Nash if you need help.
In November, an incident occurred during a practice night at Rayleigh, when one of the
ringers suffered a cardiac arrest. Fortunately, the rapid reaction of some of the ringers has
brought about a happy conclusion, but evacuating the ringer from the tower proved
extremely difficult. Cathryn Corns was one of the ringers present that intervened; she has
written a detailed synopsis of the events that took place, raised some salient points and
posed a number of questions. It is abundantly clear to me that towers should formulate an
evacuation procedure, and carefully consider the points raised by Cathryn. Her article is in
the latest edition of the newsletter.

Our District Secretary, Alison Nash has announced that she is vacating the post after 10
years continuous service. I would like to heartily thank Alison for her hard work, and for
being so well organised and supportive during my tenure as master.
We now seek a new secretary; to date, there have been no volunteers. Please give this
matter some thought if you feel that you can fill the post. Alison would be happy to answer
questions as to what the post entails. I do not feel that I can be both master and secretary!
I extend my thanks to everyone that organised towers to be available for practices and
meetings, and all those that provided tea. Finally, I would like to thank Steve Nash for his
continuing invaluable support as Deputy Master, and running practices when I have been
away. I also thank Anne Porter for her service as treasurer. The District cannot continue
efficiently without the work of these officers and we all have a collective responsibility to
support them.
Nigel Taylor

SOUTHERN DISTRICT
SECRETARY’S REPORT FOR 2018
Our Annual District Meeting was held at South Weald when 67 members and visitors attended.
Throughout the year we have had other District Meetings at Orsett in March in the snow (18 attended),
North Ockendon in September (32 attended) and Eastwood in November (32 attended).
The District 6 Bell Striking Competition was held in May at Fobbing where 5 teams took part. They were
Langdon Hills, Downham, Prittlewell, North Ockendon and Shenfield. The District Trophy was
presented to Prittlewell with Downham in second place.
In June we held a District Outing to Bedfordshire where members from many towers were represented.
There were 5 teams in the Call Change Competition in November held at Eastwood - Langdon Hills,
Prittlewell, North Ockendon, Eastwood and “A-Bit-of-This-&-A-Bit-of-That”. Langdon Hills won the
trophy due to the first place team being a scratch band.
District Afternoon Practices were held at Rayleigh in February and Brentwood in October.
practices were well attended.

Both

The Carol Service was held at Hutton when we had good ringing, lusty singing followed by an excellent
selection of refreshments – a quote from our District Master.
We have been continuing our bi-monthly Surprise Practices and again we spread the practices around
the district visiting Thorpe Bay, Basildon and Canewdon on a Wednesday, Grays on a Saturday, and
South Weald and Stanford-le-Hope on a Thursday. These have all been very well attended.
The Learners Practices at South Ockendon are also held bi-monthly. These took place in January,
March, May, July, September and November. All have been well attended by both students as well as
helpers. There are always enough students at these practices but we must remember that without
helpers giving up their time there would not be Learners Practices so thank you helpers.
This year the Southern District hosted the Association Training Day in November. I would like to thank
Ingrave for being the welcome tower for this event, providing us all with teas and coffees and I would
also like to thank, along with Ingrave, Fobbing and Downham who had a visiting band for the whole
day. It really made it easier for me to organise.
We lost two members of the District this year Sue Evans of Thorpe Bay and Margaret Bailey of
Brentwood. They will be sorely missed.
I would like to thank all towers the District visited during 2018: Thank you for your warm welcome and
the use of your bells, hot cups of tea and all the lovely food you have provided.
As this is my last year as District Secretary having completed 10 years in the post – doesn’t time fly – I
would like to thank, not only the Tower Correspondents and Tower Captains who have answered my
requests for District visits, on occasion with only a few weeks notice, but all the District for making my
time as your District Secretary a very happy one.

Alison Nash
Southern District Secretary
17/1/2019

ESSEX ASSOXIATION OF CHANGE RINGERS - SOUTHERN DISTRICT
Income & Expenditure Account for Year Ending
31st December 2018
INCOME
General Fund
Subscriptions
Ringing (Full)
arrears
advance
Junior
arrears
Friends
arrears
advance
Non-resident
Sale of Badges
Sale of Annual Reports

2018

2017

8.00 £ 1,456.00
8.00
£ 8.00
8.00
£ 0.00
4.00
£ 44.00
4.00
£ 0.00
4.00
£ 24.00
4.00
£ 0.00
4.00
£ 0.00
8.00
£ 8.00
1.50
£ 3.00
£ 0.00

183 £ 1,464.00
3
£ 24.00
0
£ 0.00
8
£ 32.00
0
£ 0.00
5
£ 20.00
0
£ 0.00
1
£ 4.00
0
£ 0.00
0
£ 0.00
£ 0.00

£ 1,543.00

£ 1,544.00

Bell Restoraton Account
Donations
Contributions to postage
Service Collections
Profit from Teas
Profit from Raffles
Quiz Night (including Raffle)
Profit from District Outing

£ 100.00
£ 0.00
£ 310.05
£ 189.00
£ 183.50
£ 0.00
£ 57.50

£ 50.00
£ 0.00
£ 332.35
£ 191.66
£ 224.00
£ 0.00
£ 163.00

BELL RESTORATION ACCOUNT: TOTAL INCOME

£ 840.05

£ 961.01

£ 2,383.05

£ 2,505.01

EXPENDITURE
Postage
Stationery
Engraving 8 bell trophy
Hire of Halls

£ 0.00
£ 18.14
£ 0.00
£ 0.00

£ 0.00
£ 22.97
£ 0.00
£ 0.00

TOTAL EXPENDITURE

£ 18.14

£ 22.97

£ 2,364.91

£ 2,482.04

£ 0.00
£ 0.00

£ 0.00
£ 0.00

£ 2,364.91

£ 2,482.04

182
1
0
11
0
6
0
0
1
2

@
@
@
@
@
@
@
@
@
@

GENERAL FUND: TOTAL INCOME

TOTAL INCOME

TOTAL INCOME less EXPENDITURE
Add: Cash in hand at 1st January
Less: Cash in hand 31 December
Payments to Associastion Treasurer

£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£

Note: Figures include subs but not donations etc paid directly to the Association Treasurer
Anne Porter
Southern District Treasurer

The Essex Association of Change Ringers
Founded 1879

Charity Registration Number 292250
www.eacr.org.uk

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM (See Note 1 overleaf)
PLEASE COMPLETE USING BLOCK CAPITALS

S

Full Name
First names(s)

Title

Surname
e.g. Mr, Mrs, Ms, Miss, Dr, Revd, Other

Please tick to confirm that you have read the Rules of the Association and that you are eligible for
membership
Please tick to confirm that you are consenting to the Association holding and processing your personal
data and wish to be kept in touch with the Association and its activities. See Note 3 overleaf.
If under 18 years of age please obtain the approval of your parent
or legal guardian

Signed (if 18 or over)
Parent/guardian (name)
Membership category
(See Note 2 overleaf)

Signed
Ringing / Friend / NRLM *
* Delete whichever not applicable

For Ratification of Belfry Election (ratification only applies to
Ringing or Non-Resident elected prior to a peal attempt) tick here
and add date of Belfry Election:
Date of Birth information will help give us an age profile of
Association Members, enabling us to review from time to time the
benefits provided by our Personal Accident Insurance

Date of birth
Home address

Telephone
Email

Post code
Home tower/
unattached

Notes

District

Proposed by

Tower

Signed

Seconded by

Tower

Signed

PROPOSERS AND SECONDERS MUST BE RINGING MEMBERS OF THE ASSOCIATION
IF YOU WISH YOUR SUBSCRIPTION TO BE SUBJECT TO GIFT AID, PLEASE COMPLETE THE DECLARATION

Gift Aid Declaration (See Note 4 overleaf, especially 4(c) which applies to those aged under 18)
The Essex Association of Change Ringers (EACR) Charity Number 292250
Full name:
Address (if different
from above):

In order to Gift Aid your subscription/donation you must tick the box below:
Yes, I wish the EACR to further benefit from Gift Aid legislation and confirm I am a UK taxpayer and understand
that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax in the current tax year than the amount of Gift Aid
claimed on all my donations it is my responsibility to pay any difference. This declaration applies to all eligible
membership subscriptions/donations I have made during the last 4-year period and until further notice.
Signature:

For Official Use Only (See Note 5 overleaf)

Date:
Receipt No: ___________ Tick if: Under 18

Has sub
Amount paid £
been paid?
_________________
N.B. District Treasurer’s to send original form to Association Treasurer as soon as possible please
Elected/Ratified at: ______________ on (date) ___/___/___

EACR Membership Form – October 2018 Revise

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION NOTES

(also see Rules 8, 9 and 10, published in the Annual Report)

Note 1: Membership Validity
Election of Members may take place at any business meeting. Prospective members shall apply using the prescribed
Application Form and may only be elected by a majority vote of members present. Election is only completed on payment
of subscriptions. Subscriptions become due on election and on the 1st January each year (cheques are payable to
the Essex Association of Change Ringers, or EACR). Membership is in arrears if the subscriptions due are not paid by
30th April each year and those not paid by 31st December shall be deemed to have withdrawn from the Association.
Lapsed members may be readmitted without election in the year following non-payment if payment of arrears and the
current year’s subscription are received by 30th April. After this date lapsed members shall be re-elected.

Note 2: Membership Categories
Ringing Member: able to ring changes to a standard suitable for Sunday Service ringing on tower bells or to ring
handbells. Changes shall be deemed to include method ringing, call changes and tenor cover on tower bells. Handbell
ringers shall be capable of ringing methods on two bells retained in hand. Covered by the Association insurance. Can
vote at meetings. Those aged less than 18 years on 1st January are entitled to a 50% reduction in their subscriptions.
Friend: a non-ringer who wishes to be associated with and support the objects and activities of the Association but who is
not eligible for membership under any other category. Covered by the Association insurance. Cannot vote at meetings.
Ringing Members or Friends may become “Life-Paid” by paying a lump sum equal to not less than 20 times the annual
subscription at the current rate.
Non-Resident Life Member (NRLM): one qualified to be a ringing member who does not live within the Association
boundaries and who does not wish to pay an annual subscription. Usually a peal ringer from elsewhere. Ringing Members
who have paid five consecutive years subscriptions may become NRLM on moving away on paying the current year’s
subscription. NRLM moving into the Association area become Ringing Members on payment of current subscription
without election. Not covered by the Association insurance. Cannot vote at meetings.
Life Member and Life Vice President: special procedures apply and this form is not valid.

Note 3: General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)
Your privacy is important to us. Please note that the details, which you have provided on this form, will be held on computer
systems and a manual filing system, will be processed by the Association and will be included in the Association’s annual report
and will only be used for ringing purposes. No commercial use will be made of the information provided.
Where you are a tower correspondent or an officer of the Association, it may also be published on the web pages or in
newsletters and provided to third parties such as the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers (who may publish it on the
CCCBR website), The Ringing World Limited (for publication in The Ringing World, The Ringing World website or The
Ringing World Diary), and to other ringers upon request. The data may also be sent to ringers or bellringing associations
outside the European Economic Area (i.e. the 28 EU Member States, Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway) upon request.
Details of peals rung on behalf of the Association, including names of the ringers, will be sent to The Ringing World and
may also be published on the Internet e.g. BellBoard and Pealbase.
The data will be destroyed when you cease to be a member of the Association unless you have signed the Gift Aid
declaration when the data will be destroyed seven years after you cease to be a member. Any restrictions to the consent
should be notified in writing separately to the Association’s Data Controller. Information about how we use your personal
data is set out in our privacy notice, published at https://eacr.org.uk/about/rules/privacy-policy.pdf.
You have the right to request access to personal information held about you by the Association under Article 15 of the
GDPR. Subject access only gives the applicant a right of access to their own information and not that of third party
individuals. If you wish to make a ‘subject access request’ (SAR), please contact the Association Data Controller). Please
note: there is no charge for processing a subject access request application. However, where the request is manifestly
unfounded or excessive, we may charge a reasonable fee for the administrative costs of complying with your request. If a
fee is applicable you will be advised accordingly.

Note 4: Gift Aid
If you pay UK Income Tax (including tax on savings and pensions) or Capital Gains Tax and this is at least equal to the
amount the EACR, and any other charity/CASC you donate to will reclaim on your donations (25p for every £1 donated) in
the tax year (6th April – 5th April), then you can gift aid your subscriptions/donations. (Council tax and VAT do not count).
a) Please notify the charity if you: want to cancel this declaration; change your name or home address; or no longer pay
sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains.
b) If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief, you must include all
your Gift Aid donations on your Self-Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code.
c) Subscriptions can be Gift Aided if payment is made by a parent/guardian on behalf of a child aged under 18.
d) If you are unsure whether your donations qualify for Gift Aid tax relief, ask the charity treasurer@eacr.org.uk, or you
can visit www.gov.uk/donating-to-charity.

Note 5: For Official Use Only
District Secretaries/Treasurers please note that the Association Treasurer must be sent the original copy of this form for
Membership and Gift Aid purposes. You are advised to keep a copy for your own records. The date and place of election,
payment receipt number and any age details must be recorded in the spaces provided otherwise the form will be returned
for completion as this may be required by HM Revenue & Customs for audit purposes.

EACR Membership Form – October 2018 Revise

SOUTHERN DISTRICT

Quarter Peal Day
(with-a-difference)

Based at INGRAVE
Saturday 27th April 2019
Meet at Ingrave at 10:00 am
Ring up to two QP’s in a day at different towers
(towers are Ingrave, Shenfield, N.Ockendon)

Bands made up at random from names drawn from a hat
Cost will be £2.50 per QP to cover tower donation and RW

If you would like to take part please let Andrew Beech
have your name, home tower, and contact details
(email, mobile or landline) by Friday 19th April.
See District Newsletter for full details.

Contact Andrew on:
Email: andrewbeech1@yahoo.co.uk
Mob: 07957 384764 Landline: 01708 440939
Look forward to hearing from you.

The Essex Association of Change Ringers

SOUTHERN DISTRICT

2019 District Diary
DATE

EVENT

VENUE

TIME

Sat 5 January

District Learners Practice

South Ockendon (8) RM15 5EJ

10-12 noon

Sat 19 January

ANNUAL DISTRICT MEETING

Prittlewell (10) SS2 6LG

3.00 pm

Sun 27 January

Essex Young Ringers Practice

Chelmsford Cathedral (12)

4.30-6 pm

Sat 2 February

Association Management Meeting

Danbury CM3 4NG

2.00 pm

Thu 7 February

District Surprise Practice

Brentwood (8) CM14 4DF

7.30-9pm

Sat 16 February

DISTRICT AFTERNOON PRACTICE

Grays (8) RM17 6NX

2.00-4.00 pm (Note time)

Sun 24 February

Essex Young Ringers Practice

Loughton (8)

4.30-6 pm

Sat 2 March

District Learners Practice

South Ockendon (8) RM15 5EJ

10-12 noon

Sat 9 March

Essex Young Ringers Mini Outing & Evening Social

Details to follow

Sat 16 March

DISTRICT MEETING

Basildon (8) SS14 1DX

3:00pm

Sun 31 March

Essex Young Ringers SEECO Practice

Great Ilford (8) & Open Practice at Romford (8)

3.15 to 4pm & 4.30-6pm

Thur-Sat 11-13 April

Essex Ringing Course

Based at Honywood School, Coggeshall

11th, 12th & 13th

Sat 6 April

SE England Youth Striking Competition

St Marys, Horton Kirby, Kent County Assoc. (8) 6-1-2

Thu 25 April

District Surprise Practice

Prittlewell (10) SS2 6LG

Sat 27 April

QUARTER PEAL DAY

Organised by Andrew Beech (North Ockendon)

Sun 28 April

Essex Young Ringers Practice

Tower to be advised

4.30-6 pm

Sat 4 May

District Learners Practice

South Ockendon (8) RM15 5EJ

10-12 noon

Mon 6 May

Association AGM - Chelmsford

North East - Ringing & Tea

From 9.30 am

Sat 18 May

STRIKING COMPETITION (Bring Your Own Picnic)

Stanford-le-Hope (8) SS17 0BY

5.00 pm

Sun 19 May

Essex Young Ringers Practice

Tower to be advised

4.30-6 pm

Wed 12 June

District Surprise Practice

Fobbing (8) SS17 9JH

7.30-9pm

Sat 1 June

DISTRICT OUTING

Cambridge

9.30 am start

Sun 23 June

Essex Young Ringers Practice

Tower to be advised

4.30-6 pm

Sun 30 June

RW National Youth Comp. Mini Outing

Details to follow

pm only

Sat 6 July

District Learners Practice

South Ockendon (8) RM15 5EJ

10-12 noon

Sat 6 July

RW National Youth Comp.

Liverpool

Sat 13 July

Association Striking Competition FINALS

Southern - Ringing & Tea Eastwood and Rochford

NOTE: 2nd Saturday

Sun 21 July

Essex Young Ringers Practice

Tower to be advised

4.30-6 pm

Sat 7 September

District Learners Practice

South Ockendon (8) RM15 5EJ

10-12 noon

Sat 21 September

DISTRICT MEETING (Bring Your Own Picnic)

South Benfleet (6) SS7 1NA

3.00 pm

Wed 18 September

District Surprise Practice

Basildon (8) SS14 1DX

7.30-9pm

Sat 28 September

Essex Young Ringers - Day Outing

Details to follow

Sat 5 October

Association Management Meeting

Danbury CM3 4NG

Sat 19 October

Association Annual Dinner

Benton Hall Golf & Country Club, Witham. CM8 3LH

Sat 19 October

DISTRICT AFTERNOON PRACTICE

Canewdon (10) SS4 3QW

3.00-5.00 pm

Sun 27 October

Essex Young Ringers Practice

Tower to be advised

4.30-6pm

Sat 2 November

District Learners Practice

South Ockendon (8) RM15 5EJ

10-12 noon

Wed 13 November

District Surprise Practice

Fobbing (8) SS17 9JH

7.30-9pm

Sat 16 November

Call Change Competition and DISTRICT MEETING

Leigh-on-Sea (8) SS9 2DE

Sat 23 November

Association Training Day

North West District

2.30 pm
(note earlier start)

Sun 24 November

Essex Young Ringers Practice

Tower to be advised

4.30-6 pm

Sat 7 December

Association Carol Service - Northern District

Coggeshall (10) CO6 1QF

Ringing 3pm Service 4.30pm

Sat 4 January

District Learners Practice

South Ockendon (8) RM15 5EJ

10-12 noon

Sat 18 January

ANNUAL DISTRICT MEETING 2020

Thorpe Bay (8) SS1 3NG

3:00 pm

7.30-9pm

2.30 pm

2020

Post codes sourced from Diocesan website & Royal Mail
Any changes to the programme will be announced at district meetings, by email, via the district newsletter, or on the Southern Facebook Page
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