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Newsletter 
Southern District 

ESSEX ASSOCIATION OF CHANGE RINGERS 

October 2019 
No.160 

Southern District 

Handbell Day 

Southern District 

Handbell Day 
A District handbell ringing 

day was held at Downham 

on 31st August to teach the 

basics of change ringing on 

handbells. Run by Paul 

Cammiade and assisted by 

some experts and helpers, 

it was attended by both 

beginners and lapsed 

handbell ringers. 5 sets of 

handbells were used 

around the building, with 4 

progressive sessions 

throughout the day.  

Students went away with 

handouts to explain the 

practical sessions, and the 

day finished with some IT 

suggestions and 

demonstrations for 

practising without a band. 

Then the proficient rang a 

course of Kent Major to 

conclude. 
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Southern District Officers 
for 2019 

 

MASTER  Nigel Taylor 

(Downham) 

Tel; 01268 783792 

Mob; 07825 810847 

s-district-master@eacr.org.uk 

 

 

DEPUTY MASTER  Steve Nash 

(Fobbing & Langdon Hills) 

Tel; 01268 490061 

s-district-deputymaster@eacr.org.uk 

 

 

SECRETARY  Beth Johnson 

(Shenfield) 

Tel;  

bethjohnson6710@gmail.com 

 

TREASURER  Anne Porter 

(Prittlewell) 

Tel; 01702 582881 

s-district-treasurer@eacr.org.uk 

 

 

EDUCATION OFFICER  Steve Nash 

(Fobbing & Langdon Hills) 

Tel; 01268 490061 

stevejnash@yahoo.co.uk 

Get in touch 
https://eacr.org.uk/ 

Essexbells 

Southern District - EACR   

 

July & August 2019 

Level 1 - Bell Handling 

Susan Cordingley, Grays 

Renito Rajesh, Basildon 

Rajesh Sundarraj, Basildon 

 

Level 2 - Foundation Ringing Skills 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daniel Ward, Grays 

 

Level 4—Novice Change Ringer 

Emily Brooks, Shenfield 
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On a very hot and sunny 24th July a group of French visitors of all ages (including many families with 

children) and their English hosts congregated in South Weald, Essex for an afternoon of visiting the park 

and also the church of St Peter in the village. 

The group divided into three. One group stayed in the church where 

they were entertained by the Bentley Common Hand Bell Ringers, an 

extremely proficient group who rang on 12 hand bells and executed 

various tunes such as Ode to Joy.  Once the group had 

demonstrated their skill, they invited some of the audience to join 

them to have a go, which was great fun and very successful. 

 

A second group ascended the spiral staircase found in a 

corner of the church and climbed all the way to the top of the 

tower where there is a glorious view across the Essex 

countryside and where the city of London with the Shard and 

Gherkin are clearly visible. There are about 90 steps to the 

top, but everyone thought the climb worthwhile. Thanks were 

extended to two bell ringers who were manning the top of the 

tower and pointing out the landmarks. 

The third group also climbed the stairs to the tower but stopped off at the ringing 

chamber where the bell ropes hang. Here they were instructed to keep their feet 

on the floor to avoid any accidents and, after a short introduction to explain about 

this unusual way of ringing bells which is particular to England, a group of local 

ringers gave the visitors a demonstration. The youngest ringer there, Hannah 

aged 10, then showed how a bell is chimed and how it was possible for a slip of a 

girl to do this on a bell weighing some 200 kg (it’s all to do with the way the bells 

are hung on wheels). The visitors were then offered the chance to chime the bells 

themselves and almost everyone did so, making joyful clanging sounds! 

The visit was a great success with both the French and English visitors having a 

great afternoon in an English country parish church. 

Beth Johnson  

Ferrand, and their English hosts from Great Waltham, to South Weald 

A visit of  the French Town Twinning group from Ceyrat, near Clermont  
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Congratulations! 
On a ringing weekend 

to the North with some 

Essex Ringers David 

Sloman ticked off his 

4,000th tower at the 10 

of Stockton Heath, 

Cheshire. 

Not many to go now 

David! 

27th July  Fyfield 1st Surprise as conductor 

     Andrew Beech 

28th July  Shenfield 1st inside 

     Sarah Robbins 

29th July  Downham 1st tenor cover 

     Emily Brooks 

5th August  Shenfield 1st away from cover 

     Simon Ward 

11th August Langdon 1000th Quarter Peal 

   Hills  Cathryn Corns 

20th August,   Leigh-on-Sea 1350th Quarter Peal 

     John Harpole 

1st September Fobbing 1st inside 

     Carolyn McAllister 

4th September Canewdon 1st Royal 

     Samuel Beech 

15th September Langdon  1st tenor cover  

    Hills  Theo Johnson 

and also; 
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The annual Prittlewell August Bank Holiday Monday bell 
ringers outing this year was to the Croydon area. The 
coach left from the Church at 8.00 a.m. and a smooth 
journey resulted in an early arrival at our first tower of 
Farnborough St Giles the Abbot. The six bells were newly 
installed in 2012. Five of the bells were obtained following 
the cancellation of an order by another church. The sixth 
(the number 2 bell) was newly cast. The bells were very 
light with the heaviest tenor bell weighing just over 2 cwt. 
After ringing, it was an interesting challenge for the coach 
driver to reverse out of the tiny car park. 

Prittlewell Outing 

We then went on to Croydon Minster, 
St John the Baptist, with a tenor bell 
weight a tad short of 38 cwt. The tower 
houses a ring of twelve bells cast by 
the famous Croydon firm of Gillett and 
Johnston Ltd. in 1936, replacing an 
earlier ring of eight.  The eight original 
bells were recast and hung with new 
fittings in a new frame with four 
additional trebles.  

At St Peter’s we were greeted 
by 87 year old Andrew 
Moreton, the ringing master, 
who had rung at St Paul’s 
Cathedral for many years. The 
church is Victorian, an 
example of Gilbert Scott’s 
architecture with the building 
completed in 1851. In 1887 
the four bells were made up to 
eight (26cwt) by Taylors bell 
foundry. They were replaced 
in 1912 by a fine ring of ten. 
These bells remain today, with 
two new trebles cast by 
Whitechapel and installed in 
February 2002 by Whites of 
Appleton. 

The new ring of twelve was dedicated by the Right Rev Lord 
Bishop of Croydon on 12

th
 December 1936 and the first peal on 

the new twelve was rung for the Coronation of King George VI 
in 1937. We had a picnic lunch outside the Minster before 
moving on to Croydon St Peter, another ring of twelve bells by 
Gillett and Johnston. 
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The deadline for  the next Newsletter is November 30th 2019.  Please send all items to me at helenharpole@gmail.com.  

Photos are welcome, but should be clear and with permission of all those involved, including the photographer. 

Next we were off to Merton St 
John the Divine. The church was 
built in 1914 and recently 
celebrated 100 years as the Parish 
Church. The church is somewhat 
hidden away on High Path, SW19. 
There are ten bells here and some 
people were starting to flag a bit 
but nonetheless an experienced 
band stepped up to ring a course 
of Cambridge Surprise Royal. 

Our final ring of the day was at All Saints, Benhilton. The Church was licensed for worship in 
1865 following the constitution of the Parish of Benhilton in 1863. 
The original peal of eight bells was inaugurated on 1st November 1893. The tower was 
restored by the ringers in 1970 with eight new bells being cast by the Whitechapel foundry. 

And so it was now time to get on the coach and make our journey home. Some 35 people in-
cluding a couple of non-ringers had an enjoyable day with reasonable weather arriving at each 
church in plenty of time. Our thanks to David Sloman for organising everything. 

John Tipping 

Photos by John Tipping and Louisa Hennessy 

Croydon Minster, by Phil Bryant 



 7 

 

For anyone who is interested, after a long pause Rochford Bells have started 

regularly ringing on the fourth Sunday of every month. A few of us do a mini-

Sunday ringing outing from Prittlewell to Rochford to Canewdon and anyone is 

welcome for any or all of it. 

There is also a planned Friday night practice on the 23rd from 19:30 - 21:00, mostly 

for the Sunday ringers to get their hand in but also open to anyone who can make 

it. 

The plan is to make the Friday night practice a regular thing on the Friday before 

the Sunday ring, so put it in your calendars! 

If you’d like to come please come on time as the doors will be locked for security 

after everyone arrives. 

Many thanks to Jennifer, Rochford’s tower captain, and Brian from Canewdon for 

arranging it.  

 

Geoff Doye has had one problem after another since 

toppling down the stairs at St Mary’s, Prittlewell. 

It’s been a slow and frustrating recovery, but he has 

never stopped supporting the ringers of Essex, and 

has regularly turned up at Basildon for Sunday 

ringing, albeit to listen - one benefit of having no walls 

is we can see our spectators! 

He is now able to drive again, and last month he 

managed to make it up to the ringing chamber for the 

first time since his fall.  It’s only a matter of time now 

before he gets on the end of a rope again. Welcome 

back Geoff!! 

4th Sunday 
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Shenfield Ringers Suffolk Outing 
 
On Saturday 14 September, a 20 strong group of Shenfield ringers 
departed Shenfield for a day’s outing to Suffolk. It was a beautiful, warm 
September’s day and the Suffolk villages were very picturesque. 
First stop was All Saints Church, Little Cornard on the Essex / Suffolk 
border. The church is Saxon in origin and the 6 bells have recently been 
restored in Loughborough to their former glory. 
 

Next stop was the impressive church of St Peter 
and St Paul in Lavenham.  A church has existed 
here since Anglo-Saxon times and the 
reconstruction of the church took place between 
1485 and 1525. The architect is thought to have 
been John Wastell, who built the Church of St 
Mary the Great in Cambridge. This was a 
magnificent Grade 1 listed church with 8 bells in 
a grand tower built in four stages. The tenor was 
21 cwt and was cast in 1625 and is said to have 
a very fine tone. This was my favourite church 
of the day as the bells were so nice.We then 
stopped for a delicious lunch at the beautiful 
14th century Bell Inn in Kersey. 
 
Then on to St Mary’s in Kersey. For hundreds of 
years Kersey was famous for its Shrine and 
attracted many pilgrims. The oldest parts of the 
church date to the 12th century. Work on the 
tower was delayed by the outbreak of the black 
death in 1349 and was completed in 1481. It 
has 8 bells and is a ground floor ring. The tenor 
is 14 cwt. Five bells dated from 1576 to 1716. 
 
The penultimate church was St James’ in 
Nayland. Nayland is another beautiful village. 
St James’ is a 15th century cloth church, rebuilt 
on the wealth of the cloth traders. It has 6 bells, 
the tenor is 15 cwt and it is a ground floor ring. 
 

The final church of the 
day was St Mary’s in 
Bures. It has 8 bells and 
the tenor is 21 cwt. The 
tower has a very low 
ceiling and has an anti-
clockwise ring.  The 
church is largely 14th 
century in origin. This 
was our best outing to date. All the bells were fun to 
ring, the weather was perfect, the villages and 
churches were stunning and the company was great 
fun as always. Thank you to Ian Stockwell for all his 
hard work in organising such a successful day. 

 
 
By Emily Willson (foot of stairs, on right) 


