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From the Master
Dear All,
With the light at the end of the trouble growing
nearer, I'm excited to think that we will be back to
full ringing soon and that this edition of the
newsletter may be our last 'lockdown edition'. Huge
thanks to Paul for keeping the District news and
updates flowing over recent months, Since May
17th a few fortunate towers have safely returned to
limited ringing, including a couple of 45 min practice
nights!; whereas most have to, or have preferred to,
wait for full lifting of restrictions. If you can ring,
please be mindful of the legal rule of six and the
advice on mask wearing in places with limited
ventilation. I was encouraged by discussions at our
last Tower Captain/Tower Correspondent Zoom
meeting to hear that a healthy majority of ringers
and towers are ready to return. Thanks to you all for
your positivity. Once settled back to ringing, I'd like
to encourage us to recommence the discussion on
how we can begin to strengthen our numbers and
plan to build for an even more healthy future for
ringing in S Essex.
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Downham
s-district-newsletter@eacr.org.uk

Bell Grants Committee Rep—Steve Nash
As Above

First Post Covid District Get Together

For your Diary:

27th June —District Ramble 2pm Seven Woods Walk
3rd July—Learners practice at South Ockendon, 10am to

We have confirmation of a ringing picnic at Fobbing on
August 14th from 3 to 5pm. A chance for a general gettogether, so come along with a picnic (no catering will
be provided) to meet up with ringing friends in person,
and there will be open ringing on the easy-to-manage
Fobbing bells. Whatever your ringing level, come and
have a ring.
Fobbing has a big airy ringing chamber and have the en
-suite facilities just below. Plenty of space outside for a
picnic. See you there.

12 noon
3rd July—Ringing Festival 10am—3pm See pages 8—10
15th July—Surprise practice at Leigh on sea 7.30 - 9pm
25th July—District Ramble
22nd August—District Ramble
4th Spetember—Learners practice at South Ockendon,
10am to 12 noon
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More than just a Friend
‘Dick’ Richard Anthony Huband [15th Sept 1927 – 3rd Feb 2021]
Dick may have just appeared as a ‘friend’ in the Association’s
membership listing for Eastwood but he was really far more than a
‘friend’.
It was Dick, as the Eastwood Sunday School leader back in 1983, who
having had the idea of getting Eastwood’s three derelict bells refurbished
and made into a ring of six, conscripted several of us Sunday school Dads
into a committee to fundraise for that purpose.
The only ringer [technical advisor] on the committee was Peter Sloman,
who worked for Dick [Controller of the VAT office in Southend – the
original VATMAN] and who wondered what he had done wrong when
called to the ‘governers’ office to be conscripted.
I was a non-ringer myself at the time and, together with Dick, went to
Prittlewell to find out what ringing was all about and to make a start at
learning the art.
Dick made a valiant start and progressed to ‘rounds’ before a
combination of age and a troublesome hernia obliged him to call a halt.
Dick went on to be an Eastwood churchwarden for many years, was always there in support of ringing and the
ringers and was proud to be included in our ringers’ gatherings.

Dick had had a fascinating life. His family having to move to Liverpool when the Great Depression wiped out the
family fortunes led to those times of hardship being recorded in Helen Forrester’s [pen name of his elder sister]
book ‘Twopence to cross the Mersey’ with Dick being the 6 year old ‘Tony’, although Dick’s memory of it was
not as bad as the book portrayed.
He spent the war years in the ATC and studying at school/college before, in 1945, doing his National Service in
Egypt, South Africa and Bulawayo. Working for a time at Liverpool County Court, where he met his wife
Maurine, he then joined the HM Customs and Excise in Lytham St Annes, before moving to Southend in 1962
with his wife and 3 young sons to join the relocated taxation team.
Although obliged to retire at 60, Dick couldn’t sit back and spent several years as a consultant with the Crown
Agents travelling overseas to Africa, the Far East and the Baltic States advising on taxation before becoming a
mentor and then Governor at Eastwood Primary School [where his wife Maurine had been Deputy Head at the
time of the Eastwood bell project].
Sadly his wife of 68 years, Maurine, passed away 4 days after Dick, leaving 3 sons, 3 daughters-in-law, 8
grandchildren and 1 great grandchild.
The double burial was at St Laurence’s on Friday 12th March and I was able to toll the Tenor before and after
the service in his celebration of their lives.
We all will miss his/their warmth, enthusiasm and friendship.
Peter Knight
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Colin David Hall [10 June 1936 - 3 April 2021]
Straight after the Eastwood bells were installed back in 1986, and the call went out
to the congregation for potential learners, Colin and his wife Jean were the first to
come forward to learn the 'art'.
As is common with 'mature' recruits progress wasn't speedy but what was lacking in
youthful ability was made up for with an abundance of enthusiasm and reliability,
indeed it was rare for Colin or Jean to miss either practice night or Sunday service
ringing. The only sore point with Colin was that Jean always seemed to progress just
that tad more than Colin.
Despite losing Jean back in 2011 Colin's enthusiasm never waned right up until late
2019 when breathing problems forced him to ring for just a few rounds before
stopping ringing completely.
Colin had an eventful life, from doing his National Service in the Paras and being
dropped into action during the Suez crisis, to travelling all over London and Essex as
an agent for Rowntree/Nestlé [meeting Jean at the Ilford Pallais]. Hobbies included
playing football and becoming a referee and singing with the Southend Bach Choir
for over 50 years – and he still found time for bell ringing and, of course, family,
resulting in 3 daughters and 5 grandchildren.
The tenor was tolled for the funeral at Eastwood on the 19th May.
He will be fondly missed by all.

Peter Knight

Recruitment and Training sub-committee and grants
When the new rules were voted in at the AGM, reducing the number of trustees for the Association, there was also a
new sub-committee set up for Recruitment and Training. This committee will have members from each district, people
to represent training schools and hubs in the county plus the Essex Course organiser. Your representatives from the
Southern District are Mark Robbins and Sarah Chin-A-Loy (representing the Prittlewell School). As the Education Officer
for the county, I am the committee chair. We are looking at ways of developing training at county level and ensuring
materials are available for recruitment. There is also money to be granted for recruitment and training purposes, and
we are very keen to use this money to facilitate better education and help towers in recruitment drives. If you think you
could use a grant to good effect, do contact me to talk about how to apply.

We will keep the members up to date with what the committee is planning and the targets we are setting ourselves.

Beth Johnson, Education Officer
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Last District Lockdown Quiz
After 13 quizzes and nearly 800
questions, we held our last
pandemic district quiz on
Tuesday evening, May 25th,
with 19 teams taking part. The
Leigh Clangers won, with Anne
and Paul Bray coming a close
second; no coincidence that
both would know what a
thurible and a monstrance are.
Other questions included
identifying close-ups of objects
around our house and cakes
from Mary Berry's recipes!
During the interval, we held a
scavenger hunt with the teams
collecting ringing related items
from around their houses - and
quite a lot of the quizzers wore
some of the items!

Thank you to everyone who has taken part in the quizzes, whether all thirteen or just one, and those who have
suggested rounds. We hope you enjoyed it, and seeing all of our ringing friends via Zoom. We have had nearly fifty
teams taking part in the quizzes, with thirty-three finishing in the top ten on at least one occasion.

John says: "Last Friday, I was very pleasantly surprised by the delivery of two gifts, which I will greatly enjoy drinking
and eating! Thank you to everyone who contributed - I wasn't expecting anything and just trying to do "my bit" to
help us all get through the pandemic.”

People were so generous in their donations to John’s gift that there is £136 to donate to John’s One Million Step
Challenge to raise funds for Diabetes UK.

Beth says: “Can I also add my thanks for the six bottles of red, one of which was consumed during the quiz night on
Tuesday - and a lovely tub of flowers delivered by Jane Walters. Again, it was a total surprise and I don’t think I
deserved it, all I did was open the Zoom up and hand over to John!”

In our quiz league, their latest win meant the Leigh Clangers cemented their position at the top of the leaderboard,
with Chris Bailey in second place and the top solo performer. Both will be receiving prizes at a future district event!
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Southern District Ramble - Sunday 25th April
Twelve intrepid ramblers and one faithful, and well behaved dog, attended the third of our district rambles which in
April was based around the Langdon Hills area, meeting up at 10:00 Sunday morning at the windy Westley Heights
carpark before setting off on the 5 mile stroll.

By half way, the wind and clouds had given way to bright sunshine and although some of us had wished for bigger
coats at the start, by now we were glad with what we had and were even feeling a little too warm.

The walk took in a varied landscape of green fields, arable land and woodlands with a good deal of gradient too
considering it is Essex! Apart from the usual wildlife we also came across Peach and Humbug, two very large pigs who
were far too busy snoozing to even notice us.
Andrew Beech
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Southern District Ramble - Sunday 16th May
Our fourth ramble was led by John Harpole and based around the South Woodham Ferrers area starting at Compass
Gardens, through the town centre before reaching Woodham Fen Nature Reserve. We followed the meandering Fenn
Creek to the River Crouch and passing through Marsh Farm Country Park back to Compass Gardens.

Despite the forecast, the weather was kind to us with no rain for the whole two hours of the 5 mile walk. Sixteen of us
enjoyed, and destroyed, the four wonderful cakes that had been baked for the event.

Our thanks to John for leading the way and to the bakers for giving us something to look forward to at the end of the
walk.

Andrew Beech
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ESSEX ASSOCIATION OF CHANGE RINGERS
SOUTHERN DISTRICT
Minutes of virtual District Meeting
Saturday 20th March 2021 4.30pm

1.

Welcome, apologies for absence
Dick Huband of Eastwood, who died in February was remembered. Peter Sloman spoke about Tony (as he was known to Peter)
and his involvement in getting the bells at Eastwood augmented to eight and ringable again. Dick/Tony remained a friend of
the Association all his life.
A list of attendees and apologies for absence is attached.

2.
Minutes of previous meeting
The minutes of the Virtual Annual District meeting held on January 21st were published in the March 2021 Newsletter, No.
165, and circulated by email; it was requested that towers be corrected/added to the absence and attendance list. On
correction, the minutes were approved as a true copy for signature.

3.
Matters Arising
At the ADM, Clare Beech had enquired about the number of reports that were produced and distributed to the membership,
often meaning that multiple copies were given to couples and families. The matter is under review by the Association
Committee, along with the possibility of publishing the report online.

4.
Correspondence - none
5.
Election of New Members - none
6.
District Rambles
It is hoped that the ramble on April 25th will be able to go ahead, if the expected outdoor rule of six comes into effect. Clare
Beech will advise nearer the time.

7.
Training hubs
Re training hubs, see attached document. Trevor Church, District Master, opened the floor to questions and comments.
Key points: The proposal will need motivators to make the hubs work.
The hubs could encourage ringers, especially new ringers, to attend towers away from their home towers which is generally
agreed to help progress.
This arrangement should not be just for the start of ringing again, but developing later.
General approval for the idea was received.
The Master suggested that each area would have at least one tower with a simulator to allow for more ringing and more
flexible timing of practices which could be silent. Several people pointed out that simulators do need the bells to be tied, so
someone has to be able to access the bells, there has to be space for a computer in the ringing chamber and that a permanent
simulator is likely to require a faculty for installation (David Sloman can advise).
It was mentioned that a new criteria for grants for Recruitment and Training will shortly be publicised as there is the
opportunity to draw financial support from the EACR.
The Master asked Tower Captains to canvas their ringers, and feed back comments with suggestions or volunteers of people
who would be motivators of the scheme.
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8. Ringing recovery strategies
It is possible there could be limited ringing from May 17th, with more ‘normal’ ringing from the end of June.
John Harpole stressed that all towers should be carefully checked before we start ringing again and proposed one-on-one
sessions for those who have lost confidence.
John Cousins called our attention to the new information on the CCCBR website (https://cccbr.org.uk/coronavirus/vaccinationand-virus-transmission-in-towers/) regarding transmission of the virus in towers. This states that there is little evidence of
transmission by touch and that the main concern is aerosol transmission, therefore it is important to consider tower
ventilation.
The CCCBR provides good information about returning to ringing and checking bells.
Trevor Church, District Master, reminded us that people should ONLY come back to ringing when they feel comfortable doing
so. He asked that Tower Captains discuss feelings about coming back to ringing amongst their ringers.

9. Future Events
a.
Quiz night March 30th 7.30pm
b.
Virtual Essex Ringing Course - booking is now closed for the ringing courses. Members are encouraged to
partake in the talks, Q&A session and Quiz nights.
c.
Open District practices 3rd April and 1st May 10am
d.
Quiz night 27th April 7.30pm
e.
Association AGM - 3rd May

10.
Any Other Business
Chris Bailey drew the meeting’s attention to the recent email from Sharon Lacey (Association Secretary) re Easter Sunday
ringing. It was noted that regardless of what requests were made by incumbents or others, the law has not changed and it is
not legal for people outside one household to meet inside, whether in a church or not.
Virtual Essex Ringing Course - helpers still needed, please contact Ian Cresshull (ian@cresshull.co.uk) if you can help on Ringing
Room.
On March 23rd, the anniversary of the first lockdown, there is a request for a bell to be rung just after 12 noon as part of the
National Day of Reflection. If ringing, you can post your performance as part of the event on Bellboard.
Meeting closed at 5.30pm, after which there was 30 minutes ringing on Ringing Room by District members.
Signed as a true record: ………………………………………..(District Master)
date: ………………….
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VIRTUAL DISTRICT MEETING SATURDAY 16TH MARCH 2021

Attendees and apologies for absence

Apologies

Sue Gilder, Shenfield

James Laden, Prittlewell

Billie and Gerry Thornton, Prittlewell

Anthony Neale, Leigh-on-Sea

Cathryn Ash Prittlewell

Sam Beech, North Ockendon

Alwyn Brock, Bentley Common

Martin Newman, Eastwood

Ryan Faulkner-Hatt, Prittlewell

Attendees

Trevor Church, Leigh-on-Sea - Master
Steve Nash, Langdon Hills - Dep Master

Nigel Taylor, Downham

Anne Porter, Prittlewell - Treasurer

Paul Cammiade, Downham

Beth Johnson, Shenfield - Secretary

Barbara Leigh, Downham

Roger Hobson, Basildon

David Sloman, Prittlewell

John Harpole, Basildon

Carol Adams, Prittlewell

Chris Bailey, Brentwood

John Tipping, Prittlewell

Cathryn Corns, Langdon Hills

Louisa Hennessy, Prittlewell

Peter Knight, Eastwood

Penny Sloman, Prittlewell

John Church, Shenfield

Mo Venus, Great Wakering

Sarah Robbins, Shenfield

Tim Baskett, Great Wakering

Mark Robbins, Shenfield

Sally Baskett, Great Wakering

Andrew Beech, North Ockendon

Elizabeth Coates, Prittlewell

Clare Beech, North Ockendon

Sue Sullivan, Prittlewell

Bernard Arscott, Leigh-on-Sea

Peter Sloman, Prittlewell

Catherine Gisby, Langdon Hills

Mike Allott, Prittlewell

Alan Gisby, Langdon Hills

Stephen Halliwell, Prittlewell

John Cousins, Bentley Common

Phil Briant, Thorpe Bay

Rowena Marshall, Bentley Common

Jim Laken, unattached

Simon Ward, Grays

Alison Nash, unattached

Ros Skipper, Rayleigh
Visitor:

Steve Ashley, Springfield
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Local Networks - Trevor Church, 19 March 2021
A recent survey of tower membership in the southern district highlighted some interesting variations across our district.
The survey was designed to create a snapshot of numbers attending practice nights and the number of visitors; age profile;
ringing level and where desire to progress and develop was strongest. It was also a chance to ask what was most needed
from membership of the association.
The results were published in a recent newsletter. In summary, an average practice night would have 6-10 registered ringers, with 3-4 visitors, attending. Half the towers mainly concentrate on call changes and plain hunt; 20% on Plain Bob. 73%
of our membership is made of ringers older than 51. Shenfield, Grays and North Ockendon have the lowest age profile.
What really stood out though was the need of more support to help progression and development. The question was how
best to do this in a way that hadn’t been tried before and that encouraged a local solution.
After plenty of discussion, and in agreement with district officers, we plan to develop three ‘local’ support hubs or
‘networks’ that overlay the distribution of our towers
These hubs will be designed to facilitate a joining up of local resource and encourage ringers to visit other towers in their
network hub and offer extra network practice nights/weekend practices/workshops and local quarter peals for those who
would like. There are a few towers without bands, so these towers might enjoy some network events too. The networks
would develop their own ideas and encourage development opportunities to match the needs of that hub.
It is envisaged each network would be ‘led’ by a two/three people to act as coordinators/catalysts and motivators!!
Towers should hold their own ‘identity’ still. This is not intended to divide the district up. Indeed, if available, other ringers
could lend support across the three hubs if/when needed; especially those with ART skills to offer.
There is also the possibility of extending the amount of ‘rope time’ available by installing portable simulators in suitable
towers – a minimum of one per hub. As long as Church permissions and access are gained, a group could meet any time of
day and (once clappers tied) practise for as long as they wish.
Following discussions, the first iteration of the network hubs looks like this:
Hub 1 (West) – Navestock, Bentley Common, Shenfield, South Weald, Brentwood, Ingrave, Hutton, Nth Ockendon, Sth Ockendon.
Hub 2 (Central) – Grays, Orsett, Stanford le Hope, Fobbing, Langdon Hills, Basildon, Downham, Rettendon,
Hub 3 (East) – Sth Benfleet, Leigh on Sea, Rayleigh, Eastwood, Rochford, Canewdon, Prittlewell*, Great Wakering, Thorpe
Bay.
*Prittlewell School will continue to have a whole district role in ringing tuition, local towers encouraged to bring in new
learners too

There is freedom to develop own personal and network progression plans and events. Wider support could be called upon
to celebrate local events/anniversaries with quarter peals/peals etc as appropriate.
As we emerge from lock down and ringing recommences, we will need to support and encourage each other to get back to
the same level of ringing as we were before and, hopefully, then inspire each other to improve further. This format may
help new learners too, as they will become used to ringing at a variety of towers from early on – an experience so key to
developing confidence and ability.
I hope this new structure is embraced and becomes a success. It is offered with the best intentions. We can work through
any changes needed, if/when they arise. It caters for all levels of skill and desires.
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