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ESSEX ASSOCIATION OF CHANGE RINGERS  

SOUTHERN DISTRICT NEWSLETTER 

Autumn 2021 

For your Diary: 

 

11th December — Carol Service Rettendon 3pm 

13th December—North Ockendon Advanced Minor 7:30 

8th January—Learners Practice South Ockendon 10am 

20th January—Surprise Practice Prittlewell 7.30pm 

22nd January—District ADM Grays—3pm 

From the Master 

 

With 2022 just around the corner I think it's time to 
say a huge thanks and well done to all.  

2021 was a year of two halves, ringing wise, and 
since our District kick off gathering at Fobbing in the 
summer we've been getting to grips with our ringing 
again. We've had Young Ringers being successful on 
the National stage; held our first face to face district 
meeting and  practice meetings; and more recently, 
a number of 'firsts' in various quarter peals.   

Some towers have bounced back with a flurry of 
new learners joining, and yet we are aware we have 
some towers that have lost ringers and are starting 
to recruit again. 2022 will be a year of recruitment 
and of helping each other to progress and improve.  

Thanks for supporting the District. Have a great 
Christmas. I hope to see you at the Carol Service 
soon. 

Trevor 

No 167 

North Ockendon Monday 13th December 

7.30 to 9pm.  

The last Advanced Minor Practice of the year will be at North 
Ockendon on Monday 13th December, 7.30 to 9pm. Andrew 
Beech has nominated the following methods for the 
practice:  

Primrose Surprise, Kent Treble Bob and Double Oxford. But 
he does say, "Other minor methods will be rung too if 
someone wants to practise a particular method.  Plain hunt 
and treble bob can be catered for also so do come along if 
you want to practice these.”  

 

Looking forward to seeing you at either or both events. 
Please bring a mask. 

http://eacr.org.uk
http://eacr.org.uk
mailto:bethjohnson6710@gmail.com
http://eacr.org.uk
mailto:s-district-education@eacr.org.uk
mailto:s-district-pro@eacr.org.uk


 2 

First Post Covid District Get Together Fobbing 14th August 2021 

Our first District Get Together was held at Fobbing as a bring your own picnic with ringing available for those who 

wanted and an enjoyable afternoon in the sun. This proved so successful that there is one scheduled for Navestock 

on 20th August next year. 
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Southern District Call Change competition, November 20th 2021  

Our annual call change competition was held this year at Ingrave and our thanks go to Liz and Pat 
for providing tea and cakes throughout the afternoon. We had six teams including one scratch team 
as follows, in ringing order:  

Leigh Dodgers  Scratch band  Prittlewell B  

1. Ros Skipper     1. Clare Beech     1.  Steve Halliwell (called)  

2. Bernard Arscott    2. Ryan Faulkner-Hatt    2.  Carolyn McAllister  

3. Anthony Neale    3. Jillian Laken     3.  Carol Adams  

4. Jaime Hamper    4. Theo Johnson    4.  Steve Nash  

5. Jim Laken     5. Andrew Beech (called)   5.  Phil Bryant  

6. Trevor Church (called)  6. Sam Beech    6.  David Sloman 

 

Shenfield          St Clements Clangers  Prittlewell A 

1. Hannah Brooks        1. Trevor Church (called)    1.  Peter Sloman (called)  

2. Bethe Johnson        2. Ros Skipper     2.  Sue Sullivan  

3. Emily Brooks (called)       3. Steve Jeffires     3.  Sarah Chin-A-Loy 

4. Sarah Robbins       4. Bernard Arscott    4.  Louisa Hennessy  

5. Mark Robbins         5. Don Stoneman     5.  Ryan Faulkner-Hatt  

6. Ian Stockwell        6. Jim Laken     6.  Theo Johnson 
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Many thanks to John Harpole for being our judge for the day, and picking up the role at short notice 

when Nigel’s plane was delayed. At the end of the competition, John gave helpful tips for success in 

striking competitions and announced the results.  

 
At this point there was some confusion and debate about the ‘winners’. Trevor confessed that he had 

not called his band according to the rules, as only two bells had been called into the lead, not three, thus 

disqualifying Leigh Clangers from being announced as the winner of the trophy. Also according to the 

rules,  ‘scratch bands are unable to win the trophy’, thus the trophy was actually lifted by Hannah Brooks 

for Shenfield.   

It’s unusual for a call change competition to have such an ending but reminded us of John  

Harpole’s very first tip for winning striking competitions, “Know the rules!”  

A very enjoyable and convivial afternoon was enjoyed by everyone, with plenty of time to chat to ringing 

colleagues and hopefully some people put names to faces and found new ringing friends. It was a 

surprise to see a three-piece tweed suited Richard Bimson turn up, member of the Southern District and 

ringer at Ingrave some 20-odd years ago. Good to see you Richard and nice for you to have a ring at 

Ingrave again. 

 

Band Number of changes 
rung 

Faults 

Leigh Clangers 148 36 

Scratch band 140 36 

Shenfield 160 41 

St Clements Clangers 166 49 

Prittlewell A 144 50 

Prittlewell B 148 65 

Page  of 2 2 
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Ringing World National Youth Contest 2021 Worcester 

 

Congratulations to the Essex Young Eagles team who 
were placed second out of 15 teams in the Call Change 
Competition ringing at St Martin in the Cornmarket, 
Worcester. Six of the band are members of the 
Southern District. 

Well done everyone. 

The Ringing World National Youth Competition 2021 was quite different from competitions of previous 
years. The one scheduled for 2020 had to be cancelled, for obvious reasons, and the 2021 version was 
speedily put together by a brilliant team under the leadership of Mark Regan and David Hull. It was held in 
Worcester on Saturday 11 September. Each team had its own individual timetable for the day. This detailed 
their ringing times at specific towers and when they had to ring their competition piece. Also, in a break 
with tradition, teams could choose whether they rang on six or eight bells, and could choose between 
ringing call changes or methods. This was so welcome as many teams had not been able to meet to 
practise very frequently.  

The results and the presentation of the trophies was at College Hall behind the Cathedral. Six teams had 
entered the Method Ringing Competition and fifteen the Call Change Competition. Under Covid 
regulations, only the team and two supporters were allowed in the hall, but it was nevertheless a 
wonderful occasion, full of excited young people who had rung well, enjoyed good company and had a 
great time  
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District Officers 2022 
 

At the September district meeting it was announced that Anne Porter (Treasurer) and Steve Nash (Deputy 
Master) are not standing next year.  

 

Please consider if you could do either of these jobs or know someone who would be suitable. The district 
cannot operate without these officers. To be Treasurer you need to be able to operate an Excel spreadsheet 
and be numerate but do not need to have any accountancy training. If you feel you could take on a role, 
please contact Trevor Church our District Master (Trevor_Church@sky.com or 07920 580574). 

 

Here are the job descriptions: 

 

DISTRICT TREASURER Job Description & Responsibilities 

Responsibilities 

Rule 16 states: 

“16.1 Each District shall hold at least three meetings yearly. 

16.2 The first of the three meetings shall be the Annual District Meeting at which shall be elected four 
Officers. These shall be District Master, Deputy District Master, District Secretary and District Treasurer. All 
of these may represent the district on the Management Committee.  

Rule 11.11 states: “The DISTRICT TREASURERS shall be responsible to the Association Treasurer for 
collecting membership subscriptions, donations and other monies, maintaining an up-to-date District 
Membership List (including addresses) and making payments within their Districts, giving and receiving 
vouchers for monies passed, making prompt bankings and ensuring banking summaries are sent to the 
Treasurer, submitting accounts to the Treasurer not later than the 31st December. A statement of district 
accounts shall be prepared for presentation to their Annual District Meeting.” 

District Officers are members of the Management Committee and are expected to attend the meetings of that 
Committee  (normally twice a year, in February and October) and participate in the decision-making 
processes.  

The Role 

Whilst the role may vary slightly from District to District, the main tasks are as follows: 

· Collect subscriptions 

· Collect all money raised from raffles, social functions etc and pay into Association bank account as soon as 
possible 

· Provide the Association Treasurer with details of payments made the Association bank account 

· Keep District Accounts and submit to the Association Treasurer 

· Maintain the District Membership List (including addresses) 

· Encourage membership of the Association and the achievement of its aims and objectives. 

 

DISTRICT DEPUTY MASTER Job Description & Responsibilities 

Responsibilities 

Rule 16 states: 

“16.1 Each District shall hold at least three meetings yearly. 

16.2 The first of the three meetings shall be the Annual District Meeting at which shall be elected four 
Officers. These shall be District Master, Deputy District Master, District Secretary and District Treasurer. All 
of these may represent the district on the Management Committee.  

Rule 11.8 states: “The DISTRICT MASTERS shall promote the interests of the Districts, control all ringing 

mailto:Trevor_Church@sky.com
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Rule 11.8 states: “The DISTRICT MASTERS shall promote the interests of the Districts, control all 
ringing activities at District Meetings, chair District Meetings and deal with much other District matters as 
may be provided for in these rules or as may be directed by the Management Committee. 

Rule 11.9 states “The DEPUTY DISTRICT MASTERS shall deputise for the District Masters as mutually 
agreed.” 

District Officers are members of the Management Committee and are expected to 

attend the meetings of that Committee (normally twice a year, February and October) and participate in 
the decision-making processes.  

The Role 

Whilst the role may vary slightly from District to District, the main tasks are as follows: 

· To support the District Master by running some of the ringing at meetings and practices. 

· To deputise for the District Master at District Meetings, practices or any other event 

· Encourage membership 

 

I am sure that either Anne Porter (re Treasurer) or Steve Nash (re Deputy Master) would talk to anyone 
interested in either job and answer any questions. 

 
 

Obituary 

 

It is with sadness that we report the death on August 27th, of John Pattison, a mem-
ber at Shenfield. John had endured a year-long battle with cancer; our thoughts are 
with Kathy and the family. 

 

Shenfield and other local ringers rang in memory of John, see quarter peal at Shen-
filed on 3rd October 

Association Committee Convenor 2022 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE CONVENOR 

The position of Social Committee Convenor is currently vacant, therefore we actively seeking to ap-
point a new officer for 2022. 

The role is an important one for the Association, as convenor of the Social Sub-Committee shall be re-
sponsible for organising (i) the Association Annual Dinner and (ii) catering for the Essex Ringing Course 
as required and (iii) any other Association-wide event as directed by the Management Committee.   

  

You don’t need to have any catering skills; the role carries more organisational skills such as liaising 
with the venue for the Annual dinner, arranging menus, seating plans, speakers, advertising and selling 
tickets.  For the Essex Course , again you don’t need to know how to make sandwich; its liaising with 
caterers and organising a team of helpers to serve refreshments. Lastly there’s a small amount of pur-
chasing catering stock and budget control.  

We encourage people who have not taken office in the Association before to consider standing; full 
support will be provided to anyone taking on a role.  

If you are interested in the role and would like to discuss further, please contact Andrew Kel-
so master@eacr.org.uk or Andrew Brewster treasurer@eacr.org.uk or Sharon 
Lacey secretary@eacr.org.uk 

mailto:master@eacr.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@eacr.org.uk
mailto:secretary@eacr.org.uk
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Shenfield ringers join the City of London Festival of Bells 

        by Beth Johnson 

 

Back in June, when we all expected to be released from 
our Covid restrictions, we heard that a Festival of Bells 
was planned in the City of London at the end of the 
month. Imagine how fed up we were when the ‘release 
date’ was delayed by a month. However, in a quick 
about turn, Dickon Love, the organiser, gave us a new 
date: 31st July. 

 

We are lucky that a Shenfield ringer, Ian Stockwell, also 
rings at Garlickhythe in the City, so had a hotline to 
Dickon who also rings there. Ian was instrumental in 
organising our day at the Festival. 

 

On the day, eight of us gathered at 8.30am at Shenfield 
station and were up at St Paul’s by just after nine. Our 
first stop was outside the front of St Paul’s Cathedral 
where we joined others waiting to hear Great Paul ring out at 9.20am. The 
deep, slightly muffled tone was sombre but impressive. At 16-and-a-half 
tons, ringing this bell by hand is a mighty task and it is over 15 years since 
it has been rung. The Lord Mayor and Bishop of London witnessed the 
ringing. 

 

At St Paul’s we met up with Jane Walters and some of her band from 
Waltham Abbey, and also ringers from Prittlewell. We all set off to our first 
tower: St Sepulchre-without-Newgate, a ring of 12 with a 28cwt tenor. By 
joining forces with the Prittlewell crew, we were able to make up a 
complete band, and we acquitted ourselves admirably with well-struck 
rounds although the tenor took Theo by surprise at the start. Thanks to 
John Harpole for organising us and keeping us in place. 

Onward to St Mary le Bow, probably the 
highlight of the day. We waited for a quarter peal to be completed, then 
were one of the first bands of general ringing. Our three Shenfield juniors, 
Emily, Emily and Sarah, were on the three to five, working hard to keep the 
bells right up to balance on each stroke to give the remaining bells ‘space’ 
to sound. After the piece, the girls were complimented by the ringing 
master, who said, “Ringing on twelve isn’t easy, and these are not an easy 
twelve. You all did very well!”  Very pleasing! 

Our next stop was a favourite tower (we rang here on a City outing a 
couple of years ago): St James, Garlickhythe. These are the ‘Royal Jubilee’ 
bells that were mounted on a barge at the head of the flotilla for the River 
Pageant on June 3rd 2012. They are an easy-to-ring eight and we enjoyed 
a course of Grandsire Triples. If you get a chance to ring these, do take it! 

 

 

For lunch most of us walked down to the river and sat outside the old Billingsgate market in the sun with 
our sandwiches (apart from the two Johns who peeled off to the pub) and Tower Bridge obligingly opened 
for us to see a Thames Barge passing though.    

St Olave and group photo: left to right, Emily, Sarah, 
Mark, me, John C, John H, Ian, Emily and her mum Mel 

St Sepulchre-without-Newgate 

St Mary le Bow 
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Next stop was St Olave, Hart Street, where Samuel Pepys worshipped and is buried. A picturesque 
church with a lovely garden, hidden behind a high wall, this was a happy ring. The ringing chamber shows 
signs of the normal inhabitants - the University of London ringers. Enough said! (Group photo at top of 
previous page.) 

 

The next tower was St Margaret 
Pattens, which only has one bell and 
so we had planned to give it a miss. 
However, there is an interesting 
exhibition in the church of ‘pattens’, 
raised over-shoes that were worn in 
the 14th and 15th century to avoid 
getting your shoes wet and muddy. 
While we were there, John C ‘grabbed’ 
the single bell – but he wasn’t very 
impressed! 

 

Our penultimate ring was at 
St Katharine Cree, where the bells are 
rung from just inside the porch, so an 
interesting sight for passers-by. We 
were delighted to ring a course of 
Stedman Doubles, our first since lock-
down. The church is rather dour from 
the outside but has a stunning interior.  

 

Back towards Liverpool Street, our final port of call was St Botolph-without-Bishopsgate where again we 
waited for a quarter to finish, then climbed up to the spacious ringing chamber. St. Botolph- without-
Bishopsgate may have survived the Great Fire of London unscathed, and only lost one window in the 
Second World War, but on 24 April 1993 was one of the many buildings to be damaged by an IRA bomb. 

A beautiful stained glass window 
was dedicated in 1997 to mark 
the restoration of the church. 
These bells seemed to be 
heavier than their 17cwt tenor 
would suggest, but maybe it was 
the time of day. A course of Bob 
Triples was a good end to our 
expedition and we were all 
pleased that we were so close to 
the train home.  

 

Our thanks to Ian for organising 
our day, and of course to Dickon 
Love for the brilliant idea and the 
co-ordination of so much ringing. 

St Katharine Cree, exterior and interior 

St Botolph-without-Bishopsgate John C finds a surprisingly comfy chair 
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Rayleigh, Essex 

Holy Trinity 

Tuesday, 22 June 2021 in 41m (9–1–21 in A) 

1260 St Clement's College Bob Minor 

1 Alan Gisby 

2 Steve Halliwell 

3 Lydia Roberts 

4 Nigel Taylor 

5 David Buckley 

6 John Harpole (C) 

Rung on the front six immediately before the 
wedding of Ellen-Marie Morris and Mark Buckley. 
Mark is a ringer at Holy Trinity and brother of 5 

 

Shenfield, Essex 

St Mary the Virgin 

Sunday, 19 September 2021 in 42m (7–0–20 in 

A♭) 

1260 Plain Bob Minor 

1 Mark Robbins 

2 Jane Walters 

3 Emily Brooks 

4 Sarah Robbins 

5 Ian P Stockwell 

6 John Harpole (C) 

Rung before the Confirmation service led by 
Bishop John, the Bishop of Bradwell. 
Congratulations to all those confirmed, especially, 
Callum, Hannah and Prim, three of our young 
ringers. 

Leigh on Sea, Essex 

St Clement 

Monday, 16 August 2021 in 45m (10–1–21 in G) 

1260 Grandsire Triples 

1 Julia Taylor 

2  Ros Skipper 

3 Nigel Taylor 

4 Trevor Church 

5 Mark Robbins 

6 John Cousins 

7 John Harpole (C) 

8 James Laken 

Rung belatedly to mark the Translation and 
Enthronement of The Most Reverend and Right 
Honourable Stephen Cottrell as the 98th Archbishop 
of York in July 2020. 

Archbishop Stephen was born in Leigh-on-Sea, and 
attended a local secondary school. Prior to his 
election as Archbishop of York, he was the Bishop of 
Chelmsford. 

100th quarter - 5. 100th together - 4 and 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

North Ockendon, Essex 

St Mary Magdalene 

Monday, 27 September 2021 in 43m (9–2–21 in G) 

1260 Doubles (4m) 

240 St Remigius, 240 Huntley Place, 360 St 
Nicholas, 420 Winchendon Place 

1 Steve Ashley 

2 Clare Beech 

3 William Beech 

4 Samuel Beech 

5 Andrew Beech (C) 

6 Mark Robbins 

Rung to commemorate the 400th anniversary of the 
3rd bell, cast in 1621 by Miles Graye 

From BellBoard 

https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/detail.php?tower=12322
https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/detail.php?tower=13454
https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/detail.php?tower=16803
https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/detail.php?tower=14828
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Shenfield, Essex 

St Mary the Virgin 

Sunday, 3 October 2021 in 45m (7–0–20 in A♭) 

1260 Plain Bob Doubles 

1 Hannah Brooks 

2 Beth Johnson 

3 Emily Brooks 

4 Ian Stockwell 

5 Mark Robbins (C) 

6 Sarah Robbins 

Dedicated to the memory of John Pattison, ringer 
at Shenfield, passed away 27th August 2021. First 
quarter: 1. 

 

 

 

Leigh on Sea, Essex 

St Clement 

Wednesday, 20 October 2021 in 48m (10–1–21 in 
G) 

1260 Grandsire Triples 

PJ Flavell 

1 Anthony Neale 

2 Ros Skipper 

3 Julia Taylor 

4 John Harpole (C) 

5 James Laken 

6 Trevor Church 

7 Nigel Taylor 

8 Bernard Arscott 

Rung half-muffled in memory 
of Sir David Amess, MP for 
Southend West, who was 
brutally murdered at his 
constituency surgery at 
Belfairs Methodist Church in 
Leigh-on-Sea on Friday, 15 
October 2021. 

Rayleigh, Essex 

Holy Trinity 

Sunday, 10 October 2021 (16–1–14 in F) 

1260 Stedman Triples 

1 Ros C Skipper 

2 Julia V Taylor 

3 Lydia Roberts 

4 Trevor E Church 

5  Nigel S D Taylor 

6 John Cousins 

7 Clive J Stephenson (C) 

8 David Buckley 

Last ringing before major refurbishment in the 
church 

 

Downham, Essex 

St Margaret 

Wednesday, 13 October 2021 in 42m (7–3–0 in B♭) 

1320 Bourne Surprise Minor 

1 Ros C Skipper 

2 Julia V Taylor 

3 Colin G Wright 

4 James Laken 

5 Dennis Ellisdon (C) 

6 Nigel S D Taylor 

 

 

Basildon, Essex 

St Martin of Tours, Basildon Bell Tower 

Sunday, 24 October 2021 in 45m (11–2–24 in G) 

1260 Grandsire Triples 

1 Alwyn Brock 

2 Clare Beech 

3 Julia Taylor 

4 John Harpole (C) 

5 James Laken 

6  John Cousins 

7 Nigel Taylor 

 8 Andrew Beech 

Rung to celebrate the life of Sir David Amess, much 
loved MP for Basildon between 1983 and 1997, who 
was tragically killed in his current constituency of 
Southend West on 15 October 2021. 

600th Q - 6. 900th Q - 8 

https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/detail.php?tower=13454
https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/detail.php?tower=16803
https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/detail.php?tower=12322
https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/detail.php?tower=12661
https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/detail.php?tower=11028
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Prittlewell, Essex 

St Mary the Virgin 

Sunday, 31 October 2021 (18–0–9 in E) 

1274 Plain Bob Triples 

1 Ryan Faulkner-Hatt 

2 Peter Sloman 

3 David Buckley 

4 Anne Porter 

5 John Tipping 

6 Stephen Halliwell 

7 David Sloman (C) 

8 John Harpole 

First on 8-1, rung for a memorial service for those 
bereaved in recent years. 

Shenfield, Essex 

St Mary the Virgin 

Sunday, 21 November 2021 in 40m (7–0–20 in 

A♭) 

1320 Cambridge Surprise Minor 

1 Sarah Robbins 

2 Beth Johnson 

3 Emily Brooks 

4 John Cousins 

5 Mark Robbins 

6 John Harpole (C) 

1: First treble bob 3: First surprise quarter 

To welcome Amelia and Chloe Gilder, twin 
grandaughters for Sue Gilder a member of the 
Shenfield band. 

 

Leigh on Sea, Essex 

St Clement 

Tuesday, 23 November 2021 in 51m (10–1–21 in 
G) 

1280 St Clement's College Bob Major 

1 James Laken 

2 Ros C Skipper 

3 John G Harpole 

4 Samuel Beech 

5 Andrew Beech 

6 Paul A Cammiade 

7 Trevor E Church 

8 Stephen G Halliwell (C) 

Rung for St Clement's Day and half muffled on the 
day of local MP, Sir David Amess's Requiem Mass 
in Westminster Cathedral. 

1st blows in method - 2 

1st in method - 4 

75th quarter - 4 

Brentwood, Essex 

St Thomas 

Sunday, 31 October 2021 (18–1–15 in E♭) 

1260 Plain Bob Triples 

1 Emily Willson 

2 Beth Johnson 

3 Sarah Robbins 

4 Emily Brooks 

5 Samuel Beech 

6 Andrew Beech 

7 Mark Robbins (C) 

8 Paul Burke 

Rung before Choral Evensong. In REMEMBRANCE of 
all who have died due to Covid-19 and to 
RECOGNISE the work of the staff of the NHS 
throughout the pandemic. 

1st QP on triples: 1,3, 1st triples as conductor: 7, 
1st tenor behind on triples: 8 

 

North Ockendon, Essex 

St Mary Magdalene 

Monday, 22 November 2021 in 42m (9–2–21 in G) 

1260 Plain Bob Doubles 

1 William Beech 

2 Clare Beech 

3 Beth Johnson 

4 Michael Warren 

5 Samuel Beech (C) 

50th together: 2 & 5 

Rung to remember those lost to Covid-19 and to 
recognise the work carried out by key workers 
during the pandemic 

https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/detail.php?tower=13422
https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/detail.php?tower=13454
https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/detail.php?tower=16803
https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/detail.php?tower=10312
https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/detail.php?tower=14828
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Canewdon, Essex 

St Nicholas 

Wednesday, 24 November 2021 (17–2–23 in E) 

1260 Plain Bob Triples 

1 Bernard Arscott 

2 Ros Skipper 

3 John M Church 

4 David Buckley 

5 James Laken 

6 Trevor Church 

7 David Sloman (C) 

8 Brian Meldon 

Rung half muffled in memory of those ringers who 
have died during the last two years. 

 

Fobbing, Essex 

St Michael 

Saturday, 27 November 2021 in 43m (11–0–27 in 

A♭) 

1260 Plain Bob Doubles 

1 Carolyn McAllister 

2 Theo A Johnson 

3 Alan Gisby 

4 David A Buckley 

5 Stephen J Nash (C) 

6 Ryan Faulkner-Hatt 

1st inside :- 2. 1st as cover :- 6. 

Rettendon, Essex 

All Saints 

Friday, 26 November 2021 in 41m (8–1–7 in A) 

1320 Cambridge Surprise Minor 

1 Stephen A Waters 

2 James L Towler 

3 David L Sparling 

4 Jon Waters 

5 Trevor E Church 

6 Clive J Stephenson (C) 

Rung to celebrate the Centenary, to the day, of the 
first peal on the bells. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

North Ockendon, Essex 

St Mary Magdalene 

Monday, 29 November 2021 in 41m (9–2–21 in G) 

1260 Plain Bob Doubles 

1 Clare Beech 

2 Samuel Beech 

3  Hayden Musham 

4 William Beech 

5 Andrew Beech (C) 

6 Alan Gisby 

First quarter inside: 3 

 

 

https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/detail.php?tower=12540
https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/detail.php?tower=15181
https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/detail.php?tower=10998
https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/detail.php?tower=14828
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ESSEX ASSOCIATION OF CHANGE RINGERS 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT 

 
 

District Meeting at Rayleigh 
Saturday 18th September 2021 

 
 

Minutes 

 
 
1. Welcome and thanks 
 
Trevor Church, District Master, thanked Revd. Tracy Nutter for taking the service and 
Joseph Zammit for playing the organ along with Sheena Booth, Ros Skipper and 
Nigel Taylor for readings. Further thanks were extended to Alan for serving tea and 
cakes.  
 
It was good to see Andrew Kelso, Association Master, even if it was for a flying visit. 
Twenty-six members were present and two visitors. 
 
A minute’s silence was held to remember John Pattison, a member from Shenfield, 
who died at the end of August. 
 
Congratulations were extended to the Essex Young Eagles who came 2nd in the call 
change completion at the Ringing World Youth National Contest last weekend, in 
Worcester. 
 
The band for the service touch were: Clare Beech, Andrew Beech, Nigel Taylor, Trevor 
Church, Julia Taylor, Jaime Hamper, and Lydia Roberts. A touch of Bob Triples was 
rung. 
 
2. Minutes of previous meeting on Saturday 20th March had been circulated prior to 
the meeting were approved and signed by Trevor Church as a true record.  
 
3. Matters arising: training hubs/ joint practices. Support groups. No one has come 
through to lead anything but general gatherings around local hubs. Feel free to start 
WhatsApp groups and communication. 
 
4. Correspondence - no correspondence has been received that has not been 
circulated to the membership by email. 
 
5. Election of New Members - none had been proposed 

 
6. Recruitment and Training Fund - Beth Johnson (Association Education Officer) 
explained that there was now a fund for Recruitment and Training that currently 
stands at c.£9,000 and is being added to each year with 25% of the members  
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 Annual subscriptions. All towers are encouraged to review the criteria for 

grants found here, to see how it could help your tower. The application form 
is found in the same location. For advice contact Beth on education@eacr.org. 

 
7. Special ringing in October 
 Trevor introduced the idea that half-muffled quarters or dedicated ringing in 

recognition of Covid-19 casualties - and thanks to those who have helped get 
us through the pandemic to this point - could be arranged in the month of 
October up to All Souls day - 2nd November. It is suggested that one quarter 
is rung in each of the boroughs in the District (see list below) plus dedicated 
ringing according to tower wishes. 

 
Thurrock: Grays, Orsett, Stanford le Hope, Fobbing, South Ockendon 
Basildon: Basildon, Downham, Langdon Hills 
Brentwood: Shenfield, Brentwood, Hutton, Ingrave, South Weald,  

Navestock, Bentley Common 
Southend & Castle Point - Prittlewell, Thorpe Bay, Leigh on Sea, Great Wakering, 

Eastwood, Rayleigh, South Benfleet 
Rochford: Rochford, Canewdon 
Chelmsford: Rettenden, Downham 
North Ockendon is in Greater London - could join other groups, or ring 

themselves) 
 
The meeting approved this proposal. 

 
 
8. Update on towers’ social media and web presence.  
 Theo Johnson (District PRO) and Trevor Church have been working to get a  

system in place so that pages about ringing on church websites would be 
linked via the EACR website. This would enable easier access to information 
about towers and make it more consistent. They are also hoping to advertise 
ringing events more effectively on social media. 

 
9. Future Events for 2021 - as circulated, plus Association Training Day is on Saturday 
November 27th. Details on the EACR website>Education and Training>Training for 
this year. 
 
10. Plan of calendar events for 2022 
 
Committee has drafted a plan and the Secretary asked for tower representatives who 
had been approached to host an event to respond promptly.  
 
New initiatives: ‘Ramble and Ring’ - occasional event to be organised by Clare Beech  
Practices on higher number of bells on a Sat or Sunday - Andrew Beech to organize 
 
A discussion was held regarding surprise practices and whether they should be on 
week nights or weekends. There was no total consensus of opinion so it is planned to 
vary these practices in 2022  

 
 

https://eacr.org.uk/education/recruitment-and-training-fund.html


 16 

 
11. Officers for 2022 
 Anne Porter (Treasurer) and Steve Nash (Deputy Master) are not standing next 
year. Please consider if you could do either of these jobs or know someone who 
would be suitable.  
 Generic job descriptions attached to minutes; do contact Anne or Steve for 
more information. 
 
12. Apologies for Absence received from 18 members, listed in the Attendance book. 
 
Any Other Business 
 
1. Quiz Results 
John Harpole (|Basildon) spoke about the Zoom Quiz nights that had taken place up 
to May this year. Thirteen quiz nights in total with over 700 questions, including 
picture rounds and music rounds. The quiz attracted many regulars and some friends 
from outside the district, fulfilling its aim to keep the District together while we could 
not meet in person. John had enjoyed presenting these quizzes so much so that he 
put together the Essex Course Quiz. He had received two gifts and a donation to his 
personal cause of the Diabetes one thousand steps appeal.   
 
The events has resulted in a quiz league - some people appearing as individuals, 
duos or as teams, and John had decided to award prizes to highest scoring individual 
and team.  
 
The Top Five, in reverse order, were:  
 Sarah Chin-A-Loy 
 Barbara Leigh’s bubble 
 Jane and Richard Walters & friends 
 Chris Bailey (overall individual winner) 
 Leigh Clangers 
 
Prizes of bottles of wine were awarded to the Leigh Clangers and a super Dundee 
Cake to Chris Bailey (with thanks to Helen Harpole) 
 
2. There is to be a rerun of the District outing to Hythe on Saturday 16th October, 
and there will possibly be a bonus tower - what an attraction! Contact Nigel Taylor if 
interested (nigelsdtaylor@outlook.com). The outing will finish at Rye.  
 
The outing last Tuesday had been a successful day. 
 
=============================================== 
 
The Service Collection amounted to £59.69 
 
Tea money collected: £29.20 
 
The meeting closed at 4.00pm after which there was further ringing until 4.30pm. 
 
Signed as a true record: ……………………………………………..District Master 
 
     Date: ……………………… 

mailto:nigelsdtaylor@outlook.com
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