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Thank you to everyone who purchased the “Singing Robins” Christmas Cards, which helped to 

make a profit of over £350 for The Friends of West Hanningfield Church. We’re still waiting for 

the PCC to finalise the amount needed to complete the remaining tower and bellframe work, 

after which it is hoped that the bells will be able to be rung full circle again. The Friends are 

committed to help with the project as much as they can, and the support from the Southern 

District is very much appreciated. 
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UPCOMING 

EVENTS 
 

Saturday 10 January 

‘What Shall I Try Next’ Practice 

 

Monday 19 January 

Surprise Practice 

 

Saturday 24 January 

Annual District Meeting 

 

Saturday 28 February 

District Practice 

 

Friday 6 March 

Surprise Practice 

 

Saturday 21 March 

District Meeting 

 

Thursday 9 - Saturday 11 April 

Essex Ringing Course 

 

Saturday 25 April 

Quarter Peal Day 

 

Monday 4 May 

EACR Annual General Meeting 

FIRST PEALERS 

Shenfield, Essex 

St Mary the Virgin 

Tuesday 19 August 2025 in 2h 36 (7-0-20) 

5040 Minor (4m) 

1440 Kent Treble Bob, 1440 Cambridge Surprise, 720 St Clem-

ent's College Bob, 1440 Plain Bob 

1   John M Church 

2   Sarah H Robbins 

3   Hannah Brooks 

4   Emily Brooks 

5   William M Beech 

6   John G Harpole (C)  

1st peal - 3. 

1st peal on 6 - 1. 

Compliment to Beth and Ian Johnson on their forthcoming 

Golden Wedding Anniversary. 

21st birthday compliment to 5. 

 

Terling, Essex 

All Saints 

Sunday, 9 November 2025 in 3h (11-1-13) 

5088 Cambridge Surprise Major 

1   Theo A Johnson 

2   Charles K Chikuruwo 

3   Julia V Taylor 

4   Paul A Cammiade 

5   Vicki L Chapman 

6   Ryan J Faulkner-Hatt 

7   Nigel S D Taylor 

8   Colin F Chapman (C) 

Rung half-muffled for Remembrance. 

First peal at first attempt: 2; Charles organised his own first 

peal. 

Birthday anniversary compliment to Nigel for today. 

NEWSLETTERS 

Please send reports, pictures, notices 

etc for future issues to: 

sambeech1@yahoo.co.uk 
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DAVID’S 80TH BIRTHDAY RINGING TOUR TO BRISTOL AND 

SOMERSET  

Written by Steve Ashley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DAVID & 

FRIENDS at 

MEARE 
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SKITTLES AT THE ‘RING O’ BELLS’, WOOKEY 

Written by Carol Adams 
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A SUMMER OF RINGING ASPIRATION AT SHENFIELD 

Hannah Brooks, one of our young ringers, agreed to attempt her first peal. I think she was heard say-

ing, “That might be fun…” We are lucky to have the help of John Harpole (who learnt to ring at St 

Mary’s) who planned several practice quarters, organised the other ringers and conducted the peal. 

The big day was 19th August, and Hannah and John were joined by Hannah’s sister Emily, Sarah Rob-

bins, John Church and William Beech. Apart from the two Johns, the average age of the ringers was 

17.5 years.  

Hannah says, “Ringing my first peal was definitely a huge milestone for me and it has summed up the 5 

years that I have been ringing at St Mary’s so far. I was lucky enough to have a strong and steady band 

around me who made sure to keep me concentrated and gave me lots of helpful advice beforehand. 

Although I finished with a few blisters, it was nothing compared to the satisfaction and joy I felt at hav-

ing completed my first peal!”         ...continued overleaf 
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In the photo below the ringers are, clockwise from front right, John Church, Sarah, Hannah, Emily, Wil-
liam and John Harpole. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While this milestone was being reached, the Stark family 
were practising for their own achievement – on  
1st September, a quarter peal was rung with Luke Stark 
ringing his first quarter peal (Luke is 11 years old) and his 
mum Nicola Stark ringing her first inside on the two. Luke 
was joined by his granny on the four and his big brother on 
the tenor. John Church also rang in this quarter with Beth 
Johnson on the three.  

Beth Johnson 

HUTTON RINGERS ISSUE A CHALLENGE! 

Hutton All Saints ringers have recently been taking part in call change competitions and during the rest 

of the year we’ve been practising to try to improve our standard. As a bit of friendly rivalry, we 

thought it might be fun to challenge some local towers to come along to All Saints to ring against each 

other. We were keen to say this isn’t a competition (so people didn’t feel under pressure) but just a 

‘challenge’. 

The date was set for October 21st, a judge was found and some rules were drawn up. We were pleas-

antly surprised when two extra towers asked if they could be included, so the final list was Brentwood, 

Shenfield, Ingrave, Basildon, Ingatestone, Willingale, and, of course, us. We have connections with 

these towers: several of our ringers also ring at Brentwood, Ingrave and Shenfield; we have a regular 

visitor from Basildon; our ringers attend the Willingale Ringing School and we have social contacts with 

Ingatestone.  

We are known for our hospitality so we provided refreshments during the evening. Each team had 2 

minutes to practise before their ‘performance’, then they had to ring for at least five minutes accord-

ing to normal striking competition rules.  

              ...continued overleaf 
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If things went really wrong, a band could stop and start again. It was very light hearted, each team was 

applauded when they finished and at the end of the evening our judge, Helen Harpole, gave a sum-

mary of how each team had got on and gave some tips about how we can improve. She then an-

nounced Shenfield as the winner and they were awarded a chocolate orange each. Shenfield had two 

young ringers who perform at county level in the Essex Young Ringers so perhaps it was not surprising 

that they won, although they also had the youngest ringer of the whole evening, ringing competitively 

for the first time. 

Instead of marking faults, as is usual, Helen decided to reward good rows instead. What we realised 

later is that in order for this to work we should fix a maximum length of ringing rather than a minimum 

as if you are recording good rows, the LONGER you ring the more likely you will score well. 

We were delighted that Bryan Shedel, who learnt to ring at Hutton (and whose name is on our 1953 

peal board) came along as part of the Ingatestone team; so nice to have Bryan back ringing Hutton 

bells. 

Everyone had a really lovely evening, and several people have asked if we can issue a Challenge next 

year! 

 

 

The winning band - Shenfield Hutton - We may not have won but 

we  definitely looked the smartest! 

Ingatestone 

Brentwood 

Basildon 

Ingrave Willingale 
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BASILDON SIMULATOR IS WORKING AGAIN! 
 

After Basildon Bell Tower was first opened, a simulator was installed to enable silent practices 

to be held on Saturday mornings, which were led by Gordon Lucas and helped to train the fledg-

ing local band. 

After these practices stopped, the simulator fell into dis-use and hadn’t been used for about 15 

years. 

As most of you know, the bells at Basildon are very loud (the glass walls don’t absorb any of the 

sound) and there are strict limits on when we can and cannot ring. This includes not ringing be-

fore 7:30pm on weekdays. 

Since the pandemic we have been lucky 

enough to have several new recruits, 

who I like to give bell handling lessons to 

on silenced bells before our Wednesday 

practice starts at 7:30. It has become in-

creasingly obvious to me that it would 

be very useful to get our simulator work-

ing again to help teach our new ringers. 

Following an email from Beth Johnson, I 

contacted Simon Mann who rings at 

Great Tey and is a bit of an expert on 

simulators as well as being a professional 

electrical engineer. Simon came to survey our existing simulator and together we discovered: 

• the existing Windows 95 computer just about worked but was very slow and obsolete 

• the amplifier used to drive the speakers was broken 

• the Bagley multi-bell interface still worked (more about this later) 

• 3 out of the 8 sensors still worked, the others having broken due to exposure to the strong 

UV light in the belfry 

Simon offered to make some replacement sensors for us, and I dug out my old Windows 10 lap-

top which I brought up to date with the latest (and last) version of Windows 10 and installed my 

20-year-old copy of Abel ringing software, again bringing it up to date to the current version. 

Helen dug out an old guitar amp and with the help of a few new cables from eBay, I got the sim-

ulator working on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th bells. 

A silenced bell with its clapper tied 
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At the start of November, I attended a simulator workshop that Sandra Murphy (Smurf to her 

friends) and Simon Mann organised at Great Tey. In the morning Simon talked about the differ-

ent hardware and software options available. In summary: 

• To silence your bells, you can either use hinged 

clamps (which we have at Basildon) that pre-

vent the clapper from striking the bell (ropes 

and bicycle inner tubes can also be used), or 

you can make thick muffles from old motorcy-

cle tyres. 

• Sensors are required on the bells to detect 

when each bell moves. These are normally op-

tical and consist of a small box attached to the 

frame containing an LED light which gets re-

flected by a reflective strip stuck to the wheel; 

this then generates a signal that is sent to the 

computer. At Basildon our glass walls mean 

there is too much outside light around, and so 

we have proximity sensors. These consist of a 

small plastic box attached to each wheel con-

taining a coil of copper wire and a capacitor, 

and a similar box attached to the frame that 

has a power supply and a computer chip; as 

the two boxes pass each other, a signal is gen-

erated and sent to the computer. 

• A connection from the sensors to the comput-

er. At Basildon we have a wired system where 

each sensor is connected to a box made by Da-

vid Bagley, the multi-bell interface. This re-

ceives power from a 12v source and sends the 

signals from the sensors to the computer in the 

ringing chamber. A more modern alternative is 

the Simbell wireless system which avoids hav-

ing lots of wires but can be ineffective in very 

tall towers or towers with lots of concrete that absorb radio waves. 

• Specialist software on the computer. The most common is Abel, which was first developed 

in 1993 and is widely used (including at Basildon), along with its mobile derivatives Mobel 

and Mabel. More modern alternatives are Virtual Belfry and Beltower. They all work in a 

similar way by receiving signals from the sensors and triggering the movement of artificial 

bells in the software.          ...continued overleaf 

Basildon 2nd with the proximity sensors 

The Begley multi-bell interface 

Our new sensors 
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After an excellent lunch, Smurf demonstrated how she uses simulators to teach new recruits. As 

well as running silenced practices, simulators can be used to teach basic ringing skills; the recruit 

rings one, silenced bell and the computer rings the other bells which can be displayed on a large 

screen or even projected onto a wall. The recruit can be taught to follow other bells, practise 

kaleidoscope exercises and learn to plain hunt. I’ve even heard of one particularly clever ringer 

practising Bristol Surprise Maximus on the simulator at Prittlewell! 

Beth also told us how the Essex Association’s Recruitment and Training Fund can help towers 

who want to install a simulator. Encouraged by Beth, I applied for a grant and we now have a 

brand new soundbar installed high up on the wall which gives a far clearer and realistic sound 

than the old guitar amp we have been using. 

Having only just got our simulator fully working again, I now need to learn how to make the 

most of it and help our less experienced ringers develop. 

During 2026 we are planning to hold 3 district practices at Basildon on the simulator, similar to 

the “What shall I try next” practices at South Ockendon. We are centrally located in the district, 

are bells are pretty easy to ring and you will always be guaranteed a warm welcome (especially 

in the summer!). 

 

John Harpole 

TONY DICKENS 

Tony Dickens started his ringing career as a schoolboy in Somerset, having convinced his headmaster 

that campanology was a sport and so avoiding organised games, but had lapsed with working towards 

his medical career culminating as a founder GP of the Pall Mall practice in Leigh. 

Meeting with Tony regularly as my elderly Dad’s GP, and having learnt  about his ringing experience, I 

soon put regular pressure on him to consider taking it up again. 

The pressure paid off, as on his early retirement from the practice, he chose to became a regular ringer 

at Eastwood, picking up from where he had left off. 

Tony soon achieved ringing inside to Plain Bob, Grandsire and the beginnings of Stedman and was reg-

ular for both practice night and Sunday service ringing. 

Unfortunately, ill health slowly got the better of his ringing and with the advancement of Parkinson’s 

he conceded defeat and then sadly, despite having open-heart surgery, it was yet another, unforeseen, 

illness that precipitated his premature passing at the age of 69. 

Tony was a true gentleman and is fondly missed at Eastwood. 

 

Peter Knight 
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ESSEX YOUNG RINGERS - 2026 PROGRAMME OF EVENTS 

Sunday 25th January - Practice  

Sunday 22nd February - Practice  

Saturday 28th March - Half Day mini-outing and evening social  

(Thursday 9th – Saturday 11th April – Essex Course)  

Saturday 18th April - SE England Youth Striking Contest (SEECON) in Hampshire  

Sunday 26th April - Practice  

Sunday 31st May - Practice  

Sunday 21st June - Ringing World National Youth Contest (RWNYC) Practice  

Sunday 28th June (pm only) - RWNYC mini-outing  

Saturday 4th July - RWNYC in Nottingham  

Sunday 19th July – Practice  

Saturday 26th September - Day Outing       Available to ringers of all abilities aged 25 and under 

Sunday 25th October - Practice             Practices run from 4-6pm 

Sunday 29th November - Practice        For more information contact: essexyoungringers@eacr.org.uk

HANDBELL HIGHLIGHTS 

Wickford, Essex 

39A Friern Gardens 

Monday 30 June 2025 

1344 Plain Bob Major 

1-2   Elizabeth A Coates 

3-4   Louisa Hennessy (C) 

5-6   Paul A Cammiade 

7-8   Stephen G Halliwell 

First on 8: 1-2 

First on 8 and as conductor: 3-4 

First on 8 in hand: 7-8 

Thorpe Bay, Essex 

St Augustine 

Thursday 3 July 2025 

1260 Plain Bob Minor 

1-2   Gillian Rooke 

3-4   Elizabeth A Cotes 

5-6   Paul A Cammiade (C) 

First in hand at first attempt: 1-2 



 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT RINGING TO CELEBRATE THE 80TH ANNIVERSARY OF  
VICTORY IN EUROPE ON THURSDAY, 8TH MAY 2025, RECORDED ON BELLBOARD 

 
Southern District Commemorative ringing for the 
80th anniversary of VE Day was embraced 
magnificently by members with 21 of our towers 
taking part on Thursday, 8th May 2025 and 
recording their performances on Bellboard.  
Brian Meldon and ringers at Canewdon were 
surprised and delighted to have their photograph 
on the front cover of Ringing World (right).     
 

Basildon – Tolling by Roger Hobson  
 
 

Bentley Common 
480 Grandsire Doubles 
Grandsire doubles conducted by 4 members of 
the band, 120 each.  

 
1 Rowena Marshall 
2 Gail Farrow 
3 Alwyn Brock 
4 John Cousins 
5 Alan Moody 
6 Chris Bailey  
 

 
 

Brentwood – General Ringing 
Rounds and call changes, The Queen’s Peal, 
plain bob doubles, Stedman doubles  
 

Amanda Hazell-Rayner, Pauline Murray,  
Nicola Turnpenny, Sarah Robbins, Susan Gilder, 
Lesley Clarke, Jackie Channa, Gail Farrow, 
Rowena Marshall, Caroline Weald, Beth 
Johnson, Calum Tacey, David Reed, Mark 
Robbins (C),Raymond Jones, John Targett,  
Chris Bailey 
 

 
Canewdon – General Ringing  
Joan Marshall, Alyson Browning, Peter Knight, 
Helen McBride, Viv Taylor, Sarah Golding 
Holly Pearsons-King, Brian Meldon 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Downham – Grandsire Doubles 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.Chris Tucker 
2. Barbara Leigh 
3. Owen Prestige-Jones (C) 
4. Steve Ashley 
5. Paul Cammiade 
6. Darren Jones 

 
 

Eastwood – General Ringing  
Peter Knight, Martin Newman, Helen McBride, 
Viv Taylor, Alyson Browning, Charles Chikuruwo, 
Sarah Chin-a-Loy, Ryan Faulkner-Hatt, 
Penny Lowen, Sue Sullivan, Tina MacDonnell, 
Sarah Golding, Brian Meldon 
 
 

Great Wakering – Call Changes  
Tim Baskett, Mo Venus, Gill Threadgold, 
Neil Roberts, Tina MacDonnell, Paul Southward, 
Ozzy Chivers, Sally Baskett 
 
 

Hutton – Call Changes (not recorded on Bellbaord)  
Sylvia Martin (C), Peter Martin, Jackie Channa, 
Robin Page-Jones, Caroline Weald, Lesley Clarke 
 
 



Ingrave – Rounds and Call Changes  
Navestock – 480 Plain Bob Doubles  
(4x120 conducted by 4 members of the band)  
Gail Farrow, Alan Moody (C), Alwyn Brock (C), 
Rowena Marshall (C), John Cousins (C), Chris 
Bailey  

 

 

North Ockendon – 80 Grandsire Doubles 
 

1. Julia Reynolds,  
2. Andew Beech (C) 
3. Katherine Ball  
4. Clare Beech 
5. Paul Trueman 
6. Alan Ball 

 
 

Prittlewell – General Ringing  
Sarah Chin-a-Loy, Peter Sloman,  David Sloman, 
Penny Sloman, Penny Lowen, Sue Sullivan,  
Ryan Faulkner-Hatt, Charles Chikuruwo,  
Louisa Hennessey, Michelle Shorter-Bowen 
 
 

Rayleigh – General Ringing 
Penny Drayson , Jim Laken, Jill Torry,   
Jacqueline Richmond, Janice Cherry,  
Lydia Roberts, David Buckley (C), Trevor Izod 
 
 

Rettendon – 30 Call Changes 
Hazel Dale-Evans, Sally Scurrell, Barbara Wright, 
Clare Lingwood, Mike Hallett (C), Andy Smith, 
Mandy Lawrence, Luke Lawrence 
 
 

Rochford – General Ringing  
Alyson Browning, Sarah Golding, James Laden, 
Helen McBride, Brian Meldon, Viv Taylor  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Shenfield – General Ringing  
Kathy Patterson, Elle Verity, Luke Stark,  
Nicola Stark, John Church, Raymond Jones, 
Susan Gilder, Cameron Bazzoni, James Paton, 
Sarah Robbins, Mark Robbins 
 

 
South Benfleet – General Ringing 
Rounds and Call Changes  
Theo Johnson, Elizabeth Coates, Carol Adams, 
John Watkins, Terry Babbage, Steve Moss 
 
 

South Ockendon – 120 Call Changes 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Cathy Merivale 
2. Terry Thornhill 
3. Carmen Archer 
4. Tony Keens 
5. Andrew Bond (C) 
6. Joanne Keens 
7. June Gray 
8. John Merivale 

 

 
South Weald – 80 Grandsire Doubles 

1. Julia Reynolds 
2. Andrew Beech (C) 
3. Katherine Ball 
4. Alan Ball 
5. Paul Trueman 
6. Clare Beech 

 
 

 
 



South Weald – 1260 Stedman Triples 
Rung on 5th May 
1. Anthony Bloomfield 5. Alan Ball 
2. Julie Bloomfield 6. Paul Trueman 
3. Jonathan Slack 7. William Beech (C)  
4. Andrew Beech 8. Clare Beech 
 

 
Stanford-le-Hope – General Ringing 
Plain Bob Doubles and Grandsire Doubles 
1. Shan Stewart  5. David Buckley (C) 
2. Catherine Gisby 6. Jacqueline Richmond 
3. Stephen Nash  7. Roger Hobson 
4. Alan Gisby   8. Simon Ward 
 
 

Thorpe Bay – Call Changes  
Elizabeth Coates, Patrick Condon, John Crooks, 
Stephen Halliwell (C), Louisa Hennessy, Penny 
Lowen, Gillian Rooke, Hilary Woolner 
 

 
 
 
 
 

West Hanningfield – Rounds 
Sue Wall, Mary Armson, Howard Armson 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
  



 
 

 

 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT RINGING TO CELEBRATE THE 80TH ANNIVERSARY OF  

VICTORY OVER JAPAN RECORDED IN BELLBOARD 
 

 
Fifteen Southern District towers recorded 
performances on Bellboard to mark peace at the 
end of World War II on the 80th Anniversary of 
Victory over Japan on Friday, 15th August 2025.    

 
Basildon – St Martin of Tours 
Rounds 
 

1.  Caroline Weald 
2.  Vernon Amor 
3.  Roger Hobson 
4.  John Harpole (C) 
 
 
Bentley Common – St Paul 
360 Plain Bob Doubles 
 

1. Rachel Marshall 
2. Rowena Marshall 
3. Alan Moody 
4. John Cousins (C) 
5. Chris Bailey 
6. Samantha Hopkins 
 
 
Brentwood – St Thomas 
Rounds and Call Changes 
 

1. Pauline Murray 
2. Sue Matthews 
3. Nicola Turnpenny 
4. Sue Hanley 
5. Beth Johnson (C) 
6. Barrie Grimer 
7. Chris Bailey 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Downham – St Margaret 
Grandsire Doubles and Call Changes 

1. Paul Cammiade (C) 
2. Hilary Donoghue 
3. Barbara Leigh 
4. Ryan McGeorge 
5. Jean Pavely 
6. Steve Ashley (C) 
7. Chris Tucker 
 
 
Eastwood – St Laurence and All Saints 
General Ringing 
Plain Bob Minimus 
 

2.  Sue Sullivan 
3.  Viv Taylor 
4.  Ryan Faulkner-Hatt (C) 
5.  Peter Knight 
 
 
Hutton – All Saints 
Rounds and Call Changes  
 

1. Dave Donovan 
2. Lesley Clarke 
3. Lorraine Dodge 
4. Sylvia Martin 
5. Martin Axon 
6. Peter Martin 
7. Robin Page-Jones 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ingrave – St Nicholas 
Rounds and Call Changes  
 

Pat Kettle 
Kirsten Mcmillan 
Liz Atkins 
Sue Farnsworth 
Jackie Channa 
 
 
Prittlewell – St Mary the Virgin 
1260 Plain Bob Doubles 
 

1. John Church 
2. Penny Lowen 
3. Kieran Grove 
4. Adam Brett 
5. Charles Chikuruwo (C) 
6. Peter Sloman 
 
 
Rayleigh – Holy Trinity 
Call Changes 
 

1. Penny Drayson 
2. Jacqueline Richmond 
3. Jim Laken 
4. David Buckley (C) 
5. Trevor Izod 
 
 
 
Rettendon – All Saints 
30 Call Changes 
 

 
 

1. Mike Hallett (C) 
2. Hazel Dale-Evans 
3. Sally Scurrell 
4. Mandy Lawrence 
5. Luke Lawrence 
6. Clare Lingwood 
7. Barbara Wright 
 
 
 
 

Rochford – St Andrew 
General Ringing 
Rounds and Call Changes 
 

3. Jennifer Derby 
4. Sue Sullivan 
5. Viv Taylor 
6. Ryan Faulkner-Hatt (C) 
7. James Laden 
8. Judith Williams 
 
 
Shenfield – St Mary the Virgin 
Call Changes, Grandsire, Plain Bob Doubles  
 
Jamie Slack , Cameron Bazzoni (C – call 
changes), Ellie Verity, Sue Gilder, Beth 
Johnson, James Paton, Pauline Murray, 
Jonathan Slack, John Harpole  
 
 
South Ockendon – Holy Cross 
General Ringing (16th August) 
Bob Doubles and Call Changes  
 
Cathy Merivale, John Merivale, Tony Keens, 
Joanne Keens, Carmen Archer, Terry Thornhill, 
Matt Stokes, Mickey Etches, Andrew Bond, 
Alexander Bond, Thomas Bond, June Gray, 
Lucy Clegg, Teresa Marshall, Colin Sees, 
George Sees, Winnie Robin, Simon Barnes, 
Jane Donavon, Andrew Storer, Iain Green  
 
 
Stanford-le-Hope – St Margaret of Antioch 
1260 Doubles (rung on 14 August 2025) 
660 St Simons and 600 Grandsire 
 

1. Jacqueline Richmond 
2. Alan Gisby 
3. Kieran Grove 
4. Charles Chikuruwo 
5. David Buckley (C) 
6. Simon Ward 
 
 
 
 
 


