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Essex Association of Change Ringers registered charity no. 292250

Essex Association Annual Dinner
71st ANNUAL DINNER 2026

Saturday 10th October 2026, 6:15pm for 7:00pm
Doug Insole Pavilion Room
Essex County Cricket Club

Ambassador Cruise Line Ground
New Writtle Street, Chelmsford, Essex, CM2 0PG

▪ Ground floor venue with full wheelchair access
▪ Cash bar
▪ Black tie or lounge suit

Ticket price is £46.00. Tickets can be booked using Google Forms at 
this link: https://forms.gle/UXZYPUa1kg3cEEyD9. Please complete 
and submit the booking form no later than Friday 26 September 2026.

You can book up to eight tickets using the form.

Menu choices

Starter
• Roasted Plum Tomato & Basil 

Pesto Soup with Herb Croutons (V, 
Ve, DF, GFa)

• Beetroot Cured Smoked Salmon 
with Dill Mayonnaise, Mixed Leaf, 
Brown Bread & Butter (DFa)

• Parma Ham, Vine Tomatoes & 
Olives with Mixed Leaf, Herb 
Croutes, Olive Oil & Balsamic 
(GFa/DF)

Main Course
• Seared Chicken Breast, Goats 

Cheese & Sun Blushed Tomato 
Farce, Herb Crushed Potato Cake,

• Thyme jus (GF) Seared Sea Bass 
Fillet, Potato Champ, Fennel, Caper & Sun Blushed Tomato

• Confit (GF) Aubergine, Plum Tomato & Courgette Filo Stack with 
Tomato Salsa (V/Ve/GF/DF)

Dessert
• Warm Chocolate Brownie with Chocolate Sauce & Vanilla Ice 

Cream (V/GFa)
• Spiced Apple & Sultana Crumble with Hot Devonshire Vanilla 

Custard (V)
• Seasonal Fresh Fruit Salad (V/Ve/GF/DF)
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Essex Young Eagles at SEECON and RWNYC
Arrangements for the Ringing World National Youth Contest (RWNYC) started in 
earnest as we prepared for the SE England Striking Contest (SEECON) which this 
year was held at New Alresford in April, hosted by the Winchester & Portsmouth 
Diocesan Guild.

SEECON

We were able to enter a band of six ringing call changes and were placed 7th out of 
nine teams with 65% and a band entering the 6 bell method where they were placed 
3rd with 75%. Both categories were judged together! Local towers were open 
throughout the day where everyone was able to have a ring including All Saints, 
Basingstoke, Old Alresford, Twyford and the magnificent Winchester Cathedral (14, 
35-2-6). 

The call change band were: Owen Johns (Purleigh), Jamie Slack (Hornchurch), Caleb 
Bowman (Old Harlow), Jem Batley (Rayne), Carys Hayward (Hornchurch, 
Conductor) and Benji Bowman (Old Harlow). 

The method band were: Ellen Hayward (Hornchurch), Hannah Brooks (Shenfield), 
Owen Prestige-Jones (Downham), Charles Chikuruwo (Prittlewell), Sarah Robbins 
(Shenfield, Conductor) and Jason Brett (Witham). Thanks to Ellen, for gallantly 
stepping up to treble after an extremely late drop out and to Owen also called into 
action at short notice to participate.

RWNYC

The 15th RWNYC was held this year in Nottingham on Saturday 4th July. With a little 
bit of encouragement, we were able to enter three bands for the first time – one in 
the 6 bell beginner call changes, one in the 6 bell advanced call changes and one in 
the 6 bell method categories. In all, 43 teams took part with 325 young ringers. 

Eighteen youngsters and 17 adult leaders, helpers and parents, some of which 
stayed locally overnight while others travelled up on the day, assembled at two park 
and rides, south east of Nottingham City centre. The beginner call change band met 
at Clifton South P&R where they were taken by shuttle bus to St Mary, Clifton (8, 
8-0-8) for their test piece at 10.15am. The advanced call change band met at Toton 
Lane P&R where they caught the tram to Beeston for open ringing at St John the 
Baptist Church (10, 17-1-14) before travelling to the University of Nottingham tram 
stop to pick up their shuttle bus to St Mary, Clifton and their test piece at 11.45am. 
The method band also met at Toton Lane where their shuttle (having taken out the 
height restriction barrier) took them to St Mary and All Angels, Bramcote (6, 5-1-14) 
for their 10.15am test piece.

The beginner CC and method bands then travelled to Beeston for open ringing while 
the advanced CC band were shuttled to Holy Trinity, Clifton (8, 3-1-18) and then a 
short walk to Corpus Christi, Clifton (6, 2-2-11). The other two bands went to Sacred 
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& Undivided Trinity, Lenton (8, 8-0-2) before all three bands met up in the City at St 
Mary’s (12, 35-2-23) before the short walk to St Peter’s (12, 22-5-2) and then back to 
St Mary’s for the results. 

The 6 bell beginner call change band ringing 80 changes to Queens and back 
received 6.5 out of 10 and placed 4th out of six bands. The band were: 

Caleb Bowman (Old Harlow), Ellen Hayward (Hornchurch, Conductor), Scarlett 
Roddam-Powell (Gt Hallingbury), Emily Pannell (Wethersfield), Esme Bailey and 
Noah Bailey (Bishop’s Stortford). Emily, Esme and Noah were taking part in their 
first RWNYC competition. 

The 6 bell advanced call changes band ringing 120 changes to Queens and Kings and 
back received 6.5 out of 10 and equal 7th place out of 11 bands. The band were: Jamie 
Slack (Hornchurch), Owen Johns (Purleigh), Luke Stark and Ellie Verity (Shenfield), 
Carys Hayward (Hornchurch, Conductor) and Benji Bowman (Old Harlow). Owen 
was taking part in his first RWNYC competition; Jamie, Luke and Ellie had been 
reserves last year. Both call change bands received silver medals marking the 
occasion.

The 6 bell method band received a magnificent 9.9 out of 10 and FIRST place out of 
16 bands ringing 120 Grandsire Doubles, winning the inaugural ‘David Hull Trophy’ 
and gold medals for that category. The band were: Hannah Brooks (Shenfield), 
James Dunhill (Gt Baddow), Owen Prestige-Jones (Downham), Charles Chikuruwo 
(Prittlewell), Sarah Robins (Shenfield, Conductor) and Jason Brett (Witham) 

Judge’s comments received in the following days were:

Beginners call change band – “The first handstroke 
pull-off was clean and well struck, but the speed was 
not always consistent, with some stretching out and 
some constriction of the change. The ringing 
improved as the band settled, demonstrating great 
teamwork. We would recommend the band listen to 
the spacing throughout the change and match the 
speed to that all agreeing to one speed.”
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Advanced call change band – “This team had 
a lot of good quality opening rounds. The 
team needed to agree on the speed and this 
led to some disagreement throughout the 
change. The team settled down into each 
change as they went along, demonstrating 
excellent listening skills. The second lot of 
queens came up very nicely and the rounds 
at the end of the test piece, although not 
marked, were excellent, finishing the piece 
off strongly.

Method band – “We really enjoyed our judging experience at Bramcote. We heard 
some really inspiring ringing and were very impressed with the standard of ringing 
across the day. We had a test ring in the morning and noted that there were some 
challenges here – some of the front bells are on the flighty side, and there is some 
considerable odd struckness. The long draft can make handling a bit challenging, 
however, this didn’t show through in anyone’s ringing. We were very impressed with 

how every team met the 
challenges of the bells, and 
genuinely think every team 
should be very proud of how 
they rang. Thank you for 
giving us some lovely 
ringing to listen to.

This was a truly stunning 
piece of ringing – 
congratulations. There was a 
strong rhythm, which 
provided a lovely structure 
and framework to each row, 
and this meant that any 
minor blemishes were 
instantly recovered from, 

and did not detract from the ringing. The ringing only took about a lead to settle, 
and was then excellent through to the end. Your fault count was very low, as was 
your speed adjusted standard deviation (a measure of accuracy and consistency) on 
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Hawkear – if you could replicate a piece ringing as accurate as this on twelve, it 
would win the twelve bell contest!”

Thanks go to the towers and incumbents where we held dedicated practices – 
Bentley Common, Hatfield Heath, Matching, Fryerning, Willingale and Inworth. 
Thanks also go to the parents and families for making everything run as smoothly as 
possible. Also grateful thanks to our ‘critical judges’ at the practices, Adam Sloman, 
Stephen Bailey, Jonathan Slack and Theo Johnson and for their constructive 
feedback.

I would like to thank the three conductors, Ellen, Carys and Sarah, for putting 
themselves forward, all for the first time as conductors. My thanks also go to 
Marianne Hayward and Angie Pannell and Theo Johnson and Ryan Faulkner-Hatt 
for being the team leaders for the beginner and method bands respectively and to 
Andrew Brewster who was the other team leader with me for the advanced call 
change band for whom he also acted as their row counter. The Youth Coordinator 
role should now be regarded as a two-person job and my very grateful thanks go to 
Andrew who carried out much needed administration in the lead up to the 
competition as well as carrying out research regarding the logistics for the day.

To have 18 young ringers willing to ring at national level and represent our 
Association is very healthy. They all worked hard and did themselves and the Essex 
Association proud. Very well done to them all!

Provisional dates for the remaining practices and outing in 2026 are as follows:

Sunday 6th September – Practice (new date for your diaries)
Sunday 25th October – Practice
Sunday 29th November – Practice
Practices will generally be from 4pm-6pm

Christina Brewster
Youth Co-ordinator 
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Practice Diary
Aug 1 10-bell practice Bocking N 10:00
 9 Young ringers practice  (tbc) NE 2:00
 14 Surprise Major practice Felsted N/NW 2:00
 15 Advancing practice Braintree N 7:30
 16 Beyond Bob Minor Sandon SE 5:30
 18 Advanced 6-bell practice Henham NW 7:30
 23 8/10-bell practice Ardleigh NE 6:00
 24 District practice  Maldon (All Saints) SE 7:45
 27 District practice Walthamstow (St Saviour) SW 7:30
 29 Advanced 8-bell practice Terling SE 10:00
Sep 3 Moving onto hunting on 5 Great Holland NE 7:30
 5 District practice Great Dunmow N 10:00
 7 District practice Springfield SE 7:45
 10 Beyond Bob Minor (tbc) NE 7:30
 11 Surprise Major practice Felsted N/NW 2:00
 12 District training day Felsted N 9:30
 13 Young ringers practice  (tbc) NE 2:00
 15 Advanced 6-bell practice Henham NW 7:30
 18 Surprise practice (tbc) S 7:30
 19 Advancing practice Toppesfield N 10:00
  12-bell practice Chelmsford SE 10:00
 20 Beyond Bob Minor Springfield SE 5:30
 27 8/10-bell practice Ardleigh NE 6:00
Oct 1 Moving onto hunting on 5 Ardleigh NE 7:30
 3 District practice (tbc) N 
  General practice Basildon S 10:00
  Training morning (tbc) SW 10:00
 6 District practice Sandon SE 7:45
 9 Surprise Major practice Felsted N/NW 2:00
 11 Young ringers practice  (tbc) NE 2:00
 17 Advancing practice Wethersfield N 2:00
  8-bell practice Colchester (St Peter) NE 2:00
 18 Beyond Bob Minor Little Baddow SE 5:30
 20 Advanced 6-bell practice Henham NW 7:30
 22 Beyond Bob Minor (tbc) NE 7:30
 24 District practice Prittlewell S 3:00
 25 8/10-bell practice Ardleigh NE 6:00
 27 District practice Barking SW 7:30
 31 Advanced 8-bell practice Great Baddow SE 10:00
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Nov 6 District practice Great Totham SE 7:45
 7 District practice Shalford N (tbc)
  Training morning Sandon SE 9:30
  “What shall I try next” practice Basildon S 10:00
  Intermediate Triples/Major 
   practice Basildon S 2:00
 8 Young ringers practice  (tbc) NE 2:00
 10 Surprise practice Rayleigh S 7:30
 12 Moving onto hunting on 5 Great Holland NE 7:30
 13 Surprise Major practice Felsted N/NW 2:00
 15 Beyond Bob Minor Sandon SE 5:30
 17 Advanced 6-bell practice Henham NW 7:30
 21 Advanced 8-bell practice Danbury SE 10:00
  Advancing practice Kelvedon N 2:00
 26 Beyond Bob Minor (tbc) NE 7:30
Dec 2 District practice Great Waltham SE 7:45
 5 Moving onto hunting on 5 (tbc) NE 7:30
 11 Surprise Major practice Felsted N/NW 2:00
 13 Young ringers practice  (tbc) NE 2:00
 15 Advanced 6-bell practice Henham NW 7:30
 19 Advancing practice Coggeshall N 2:00
Jan 8 Surprise Major practice Felsted N/NW 2:00
 19 Advanced 6-bell practice Henham NW 7:30
Correct at time of going to press. Please check District Calendars for additional practices.



8

Rounds & About EACR Newsletter No. 115, August 2026

Spotlight on our Association Community, 
Round Three

This is the third edition of our ongoing article featuring different members of our 
Association: our first was in the previous Rounds and About, covering some of our Life 
Vice Presidents, the second from District Secretaries. This edition highlights several 
of our District Masters who make such a valuable contribution to our Association 
through their leadership of our six Districts. Our grateful thanks to all of you!

Clare Beech, Southern District Master

– when and why did you start ringing?

I sang in the church choir at Llangyfelach church in South 
Wales as a teenager, and they have a detached tower with four 
bells. I learnt to ring hand stroke and back stroke together 
there, but after just a few months of learning, my family 
relocated to Derby, and I went to practice nights at Ockbrook 
(6), just outside Derby. My part time job at the Co-op clashed 
with practice night, so although I got as far as plain hunting 

the treble to Plain Bob Doubles, that was as far as it went. I then went to university 
up in Lancaster, and I didn’t do any ringing while I was there. In 1994 I moved down 
to Essex for work and needed something to do in the evenings to get out of the 
dismal HMO I was living in, so I started to go to practice nights at North Ockendon, 
and the rest, as they say, is history.

– what do you enjoy most about being a ringer?

Well, the people, of course, but I also really like learning and ringing different 
methods. I love it when you get a good rhythm going and the bells just tap along 
nicely and sound lovely. I like ringing new bells in different places. When the 
children were in their teens we used to go away in our caravan and join practice 
nights in all sorts of places. We’ve always had a warm welcome wherever we’ve gone.

– what roles have you held in the Association and/or the wider ringing community?

I ran the book stall m-a-n-y years ago, but babies mean it’s hard to get out to 
meetings and so on to sell them, so couldn’t continue that. I have shared the 
Southern District Education Officer role with my husband, Andrew, for a few years, 
before I was elected District Master in January.

– what has being part of the Association meant to you?

It’s a good network of people who all share a common interest. One of the lovely 
things about ringing is that you enjoy your hobby with people of all ages, and I value 
the friends I have made through ringing. 
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– tell us something about you that is not ringing related? for example, what else do you enjoy 
doing?

I still love singing, and currently sing with a ladies’ choir in Brentwood. We sing 
about half a dozen concerts a year and raise quite a lot of money for charities. I also 
enjoy walking, particularly in mountains and along cliffs, neither of which are 
particularly prevalent in Essex.

Trevor Church, former Southern District Master

– when and why did you start ringing?

I started to learn to ring when I was invited up to the ringing 
chamber after a Sunday morning service at Shenfield. I had 
been wondering, for some months, how some of the 
congregation seemed to able ‘bunk off ’ halfway through the 
last Hymn and climb a great looking wobbly ladder and 
disappear though a trap door! I think my Dad must have 
spoken to the verger, Harry Turner, and soon I was asked if I’d like to go up. A whole 
new world opened up as I poked my head around the first wooden beam. I was an 
inquisitive, active 12-year-old and within a few weeks I was hooked. Looking back, 
I realise that I was very fortunate to have been given plenty of opportunities and also 
at a tower with a strong band. A clue as to date? – The No1 UK single was ‘Another 
Brick in the Wall’ by Pink Floyd!

– what do you enjoy most about being a ringer?

I enjoy being part of a band/tower/association with everyone working towards their 
‘own goals, together’, so to speak! It’s a great team effort, but requires each of us to 
do our best, with support, to make it work well, whatever level we ring at. I also 
enjoy the challenge of peal ringing, and learning new methods, whether for an 
outing, practice night or longer event. 

– what roles have you held in the Association and/or the wider ringing community?

I took a long break from ringing when I left for University. I did ring a little, but soon 
rugby, both playing and coaching, took over my life for a couple of decades! I 
gradually came back to ringing around 2008, and later succeeded Peter Wycherley as 
Tower Captain at St Clements in Leigh on Sea after he retired from ringing. As a 
result, my current role as District Master is the first main role I’ve had in the 
Association. 

– what has being part of the Association meant to you?

Being part of the Association really helped me get back into ringing again. It was 
great to reconnect with the friends and ringers who I had not seen for years and also 
meet many new ones. It’s definitely a big supportive family feel.
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– tell us something about you that is not ringing related? for example, what else do you enjoy 
doing?

I’ve mentioned the rugby! – although it’s armchair (or pub chair!) rugby these days! 
I also enjoy open water swimming so living in Leigh helps! More recently we’ve 
bought a kayak and my wife, Lisa and I enjoy paddling around Leigh Creek/Two Tree 
Island, and local navigable rivers – when it’s warm!

Paul Crick, District Master, South-Western District

– when and why did you start ringing?

I started ringing in 2013 when I was a young 55-year-old. 
I was introduced to ringing by a close friend who was an 
early ART teacher. My introduction to bell ringing was 
initially through a session on a simulator 28th October. 
Then a visit to Theydon Garnon for my first visit to a 
Ringing Tower. I was given my first go at Back Stroke and 
had further goes throughout the evening, and I loved it. 
My friend gave me a few more simulator sessions leading 
up to my arranged first visit to West Ham 15th November. 
Like Theydon Garnon, I was warmly welcomed and given 

more goes of just the Back Stroke. Up to the end of the year, I received more 
simulator sessions. Before the end of 2013, I finally decided West Ham was to be my 
ringing home and started going to every Friday practice from 10th January 2014. I 
have never looked back, and still loving all that Bell Ringing opens up and keeps on 
giving. 

– what do you enjoy most about being a ringer?

Firstly, I so enjoy the challenge of learning a new method, Doubles, Minor, Major 
etc. Looking at the method for the first time and breaking it down into its 
component parts. Seeing familiar set component parts and shapes. Then once 
studied and understood, trying to ring the method for the first time with other 
ringers. If it all goes well, a huge sense of achievement, but if it goes wrong, there is 
another day. Secondly, I really enjoy the dynamics and complexities of bell ringing. 
Ringing, my growing repertoire of methods on different bells at different churches, 
with all the challenges that brings. Thirdly, ringing is a team effort with the band 
being made up of all ages, but when a band is on target, sharp, precise, and the 
music just flows effortlessly, it is just brilliant to be part of the group achievement.

I also very much enjoy teaching and mentoring new ringers. Passing on skill sets 
needed in their early stages. Giving them building blocks, whilst working at their 
speed and understanding, so that they enjoy their early stages and want to carry on 
and explore more.

– what roles have you held in the Association and/or the wider ringing community?
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I am currently the South-Western District Master since the beginning of 2023 and 
will be entering my fourth year. Also, I’m currently on the Recruitment and Training 
Sub-Committee. Outside of the Association, I am an ART accredited teacher. 

– what has being part of the Association meant to you?

I joined the association in my 2nd year of ringing 2015 and can still remember the 
District Meeting. I value the heritage of the association being 146 years old, and the 
history that lies behind so many years. Being a small part of a much bigger picture.

– tell us something about you that is not ringing related? For example, what else do you enjoy 
doing?

I’m an avid skier and enjoy hiking at altitude as well. I have been a musician since 
my teenage years having music lessons from 6yrs. Still active in church music of the 
contemporary style and enjoy mentoring other developing musicians. I do enjoy a 
large DIY and refurbishment project. 

Mike Worboys, South-Eastern District Master

– when and why did you start ringing?

I was recruited with several friends by my bellringing 
primary school Head and started ringing at St James Church, 
Stedham, West Sussex, in 1970. I managed to progress to 
ringing my first and only peal before going to University in 
1978, after which I only rang when home in the holidays. I 
moved to Great Baddow for my first job in 1984 but didn’t take 
up ringing again until I moved to Sandon in 1999.

– what do you enjoy most about being a ringer?

Teaching, seeing learners become ringers, and ringing!

– what roles have you held in the Association and/or the wider ringing community?

Tower Captain at Sandon since April 2019 and more recently, Master of the SE 
District.

– what has being part of the Association meant to you?

Being part of a wider ringing network and working with a great team of District 
officers to make a difference.

– tell us something about you that is not ringing related? for example, what else do you enjoy 
doing?

I enjoy sailing and volunteer with FACT at Tollesbury (the big red lightship in the 
mud!), taking young people out on Wayfarer dinghys for what is often their first 
experience of sailing. Great fun and we get to eat cake on the water!
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The Conviviality Engine

A Tribute to a combined century of service to 
the bells of Thorpe Bay

To climb into a bell tower is to step beyond the stillness of the Church and onto the 
factory floor of a churning engine of bronze and straight-grained ash; a semi-
autonomous enclave of human fellowship and arcane mechanics where discrete 
algorithms and mathematical permutations meet the convivial magic of day-to-day 
life.

Just off the Thames Estuary in Thorpe Bay, The Parish Church of St Augustine of 
Canterbury sits in a vast acoustic reflector on the maritime frontier, where the salt 
sea air spirits her incantatory chimes away along the brackish coastline and haunts 
her belfry like an erodent specter.

Cast together in 1946 by John Taylor and Company of Loughborough, the bells of St 
Augustine’s comprise a peal of eight named bells: treble bell Charity; bells two to 
seven, Hope, Faith, Fidelity, Fortitude, Peace, and Victory; and the eponymous tenor 
bell Albert and Annie, named for Mr Albert Mitchell who gifted the bells in memory 
of Annie, the late Mrs. Mitchell.

Although it’s often in the still 
small corners and hidden 
places of the world that 
wonders are wrought, what 
keeps this “conviviality-engine” 
running is not the work of a 
miracle but the dedication of 
two men. Men who would 
humbly pledge a life of 
combined service that super-
sedes the life of the church they 
serve and simply say “We have 
done that which was our duty 
to do.” (Luke 17:10, KJV)

Our roost atop the bell tower is 
usually a place where people 
are heard and not seen, but on 
Sunday the 17th of May we the 
ringers and the kind 
congregation of St Augustine’s 

gathered together in the church, which in 2025 celebrated the 90th anniversary of its 
consecration. The Reverend Dave Willis led us in worship and, with the presentation 
of a handsome brass plaque, joined us in celebrating the monumental anniversary 

Vicar The Reverend Dave Willis; Tower Captain Stephen Halliwell; 
Steeple Keeper John Crooks; Assistant Clergy Father Frank Smith.

Photo: Louisa Hennessy
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of fifty years service (each!) with gratitude to the devotion of our own beloved 
friends:

To our treasured Steeple Keeper John Crooks, your service is a ministry of bronze, 
and timber, and iron. Of knots, and ropes, and wheels; and it’s by the dutiful work 
of your calloused hands that our engine stands ready in the belfry for ropes to be 
pulled and changes to be called.

To our esteemed Tower Captain, Stephen Halliwell, you welcomed us and awoke in 
so many the love of bells that had long lain dormant in our hearts. You keep us safe 
from harm; and it’s the work of your voice that steers our hands. You teach us and 
lead us as a family from within, 
and always with pastoral grace 
and the gentle humility to let 
be.

For so many of us bell-ringing 
rescued us at a poignant time in 
our lives, and that we should 
find ourselves in the tower in 
the care of men who are 
exemplars as much for us as 
human beings as they are bell-
ringers is a wonder to hold 
dear.

We hope for all who visit to see 
in that plaque the devotion to 
which we all aspire; and for 
those who hear us to step 
beyond the stillness and find a home among family in the tower with us, when the 
love of bells awakens in their hearts as well.

Long may God bless you both and us all, and long may it be known that it’s by the 
hands and voice of these great men that the blessed bells of St Augustine’s are rung.

Patrick Condon

Tower Captain Stephen Halliwell and Steeple Keeper John Crooks
Photo: Louisa Hennessy
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Grand Recruitment Event – 19th and 20th 
September

In conjunction with the Heritage Open Days (HOD) scheme in September, towers 
across Essex and East London are opening their ringing rooms to the public, and 
at the same time advertising what a great hobby bell ringing is. We hope there will 
be a new clutch of learners as a result of the event. Halstead, Saffron Walden, 
Hornchurch and Elmdon will be hosting a mobile belfry to draw attention to their 
open towers (Elmdon are hoping to raise interest in building a band there); other 
towers are opening either on the Saturday or the Sunday. Events are being posted 
on the HOD website (https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/whats-on/search-
2026-events.html) and we are looking to get some media coverage too. 
If your tower is not already involved and you’d like to join in, then contact me, Beth 
Johnson on education@eacr.org.uk. The deadline for listing your open tower on 
the HOD events website is August 13th but even if you miss this deadline, you can 
join the weekend. You will also have access to specially prepared promotional 
material from the Association.

Beth Johnson
Education Officer

ART courses
Does your tower need someone to teach new learners? Are you involved in teaching 
in your work life, and feel you would like some teaching skills for your hobby? Could 
you help us develop our network of trained teachers across Essex?

If this is you, perhaps you’d be interested in taking an Associated of Ringing 
Teachers course to develop your teaching skills? Details can be found here: https://
bellringing.org/. Click on ‘For ringing teachers’ and you will find all the details there. 

These courses are highly recommended, take the form of a concentrated day with 
follow-up from mentors and access to a wealth of teaching material and the 
opportunity to register your learners on the Learning the Ropes scheme, so you can 
issue them with achievement certificates to mark and encourage their progression. 
The photo below shows how much enjoyment learners get from receiving their 
certificate!

The courses cost £35 plus a donation of £5 for the tower fee which is payable on the 
day. A grant towards the course cost can be applied for via the Education Fund 
(contact me on education@eacr.org.uk if you would like to pursue this).

If you would be interested in taking a course, please respond to education@eacr.
org.uk and let me know if your interest is for an M1 (teaching bell handling) or an 
M2F (teaching foundation skills). We currently have a few people who have 
registered their interest but need some more before we can ask ART to organise a 
course for us on a suitable date. Please check the entry requirements (below) and if 

https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/whats-on/search-2026-events.html
https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/whats-on/search-2026-events.html
mailto:education@eacr.org.uk
https://bellringing.org/
https://bellringing.org/
mailto:education@eacr.org.uk
mailto:education@eacr.org.uk
mailto:education@eacr.org.uk
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you are unsure about whether you meet these requirements, just contact me, as 
above. I look forward to hearing from some enthusiastic, prospective teachers!

M1 course requirements:

You must be a bell-ringing teacher (or would-be teacher) aged 14 or over.
You must have sufficiently good bell control to be able to inspire confidence in 
others and an ability to comfortably raise and lower a bell. 
We expect that you should easily be able to pass the Learning the Ropes Level 2 
handling assessment. For more information, see bellringing.org/about-
teaching/bell-handling/#GoodHandlingStyle

M2F course requirements:

You must be a bell-ringing teacher (or would-be teacher) aged 14 or over.
You must have sufficiently good bell control to be able to inspire confidence in 
others.
You need to be able to comfortably raise and lower a bell.
You can ring at least Plain Hunt.
We expect that you should easily be able to pass the Learning the Ropes Level 2 
handling assessment. For more information, see bellringing.org/about-
teaching/bell-handling/#GoodHandlingStyle

We do not expect to be running an M2C course (introduction to teaching change 
ringing) in Essex at present, so if you would like to do this course, keep an eye on the 
ART Events calendar (https://events.bellringing.org/en/) to see when one might be 
listed not too far away. 

Beth Johnson
Education Officer

Learning the Ropes ringers with their achievement certificates.

https://bellringing.org/about-teaching/bell-handling/#GoodHandlingStyle%202
https://bellringing.org/about-teaching/bell-handling/#GoodHandlingStyle%202
https://bellringing.org/about-teaching/bell-handling/#GoodHandlingStyle
https://bellringing.org/about-teaching/bell-handling/#GoodHandlingStyle
https://events.bellringing.org/en/
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Hutton’s new rope guide
All Saints Hutton are delighted with their rope guide, installed in March by 
Nicholson’s. As the guide is visible in the church, we proposed installing a circular 

guide similar to the one at 
Great Tey, as it looked more 
elegant than the normal 
squared off type which can 
look a bit like scaffolding.
In addition to the guide, we 
moved the positions of the 
ropes for the two and the 
treble, making a much better 
rope circle which gives much 
improved sight lines, 
particularly from the treble. 
Members of the clergy and 
several of the congregation 
have complimented us on the 
way it looks, rather as if we 
have installed a new piece of 
art!
The cost was £4341 & VAT as 
we provided local labour to 
reduce the cost; we had some 
funds and ran a fund-raising 
quiz night with an additional 
£500 provided by a grant 
from the Essex Association. 
The initial installation date 
was early January and if that 
had gone ahead, we would 
most likely have been able to 

reclaim the VAT under the Listed Places of Worship Scheme. However, Nicholson’s 
delayed the work until mid-March, by which time the VAT recovery grant had 
expired so we had to find another £860 from our funds, so we will need to do some 
retrospective fund raising soon.
If any tower is struggling with a long draft or just awkward ropes then we would 
recommend looking at a rope guide. The improvement to the handling both for new 
learners and also for teachers with novice ringers has been spectacular. Always 
remember the Association has funds which you can apply for under the grant 
scheme. Details here: https://eacr.org.uk/about/grant-application/

Beth Johnson
Tower Captain Hutton All Saints

Photo by Martin Axon

https://eacr.org.uk/about/grant-application/
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Why CC Reps matter more than you think
CCCBR President, Tina Stoecklin led a meeting with CC representatives to discuss 
their roles and challenges, noting strong attendance across different ringing 
associations. All five of the Essex CC Reps were in attendance. The group reviewed a 
poll showing that most representatives hold multiple roles beyond being CC reps, 
with significant involvement in local associations but relatively lower participation 
in council volunteering. The discussion began exploring what it means to be fully 
focused on being a CC rep, raising questions about unclear expectations in this role.

Council Representative Roles Poll Results

The meeting focused on discussing the role of council representatives (CC reps) 
through a poll with multiple options including representing association views, 
representing council to associations, holding executives to account, helping access 
council services, and communicating between council and associations. The poll 
results showed that representing association views and representing council to 
associations were the most important roles, with nearly 95% of respondents 
selecting these options. Concern was raised about practical challenges faced by 
reps, including limited access to email lists, lack of mechanisms for 
communication, and unclear information from executive meetings that makes it 
difficult to effectively communicate with association members.

Central Council Communication Challenges

The meeting focused on communication challenges within the Central Council, 
with participants discussing the lack of information and motivation among ringers 
following CRAG reforms. Nearly a third of members did not see executive 
accountability as part of their role, while emphasising the importance of Central 
Council reps helping interpret executive minutes and serving as a middle person for 
communication. The discussion concluded with plans to review the Ringing Census 
project, which Vicki Chapman (Essex CC Rep and CCCBR Deputy President) has 
reawakened to more accurately count ringers, as the last comprehensive count was 
conducted in 1988.

Ringing 2030 Census Strategy

Vicki explained that they are conducting a census to more accurately count ringers 
as part of the Ringing 2030 strategy to recruit 10,000 new ringers. She highlighted 
challenges with current data collection methods, including inconsistent 
membership counting practices across associations and difficulties tracking non-
member ringers. The census will collect data on the number of ringers, 
demographics, and ringing activities at a specific point in time to provide more 
accurate information about the current state of bell ringing.

Vicki and Tina discussed plans for a ringing census to gather data on current bell 
ringers across different regions globally. They explained that the census would be 
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voluntary and should take no more than 15 minutes to complete, with participants 
providing a snapshot of their ringing activities during a specific week. The team is 
seeking volunteers to help with data collection and analysis, as well as encouraging 
participation within their associations, with approximately 500 towers to be 
targeted for follow-up. Vicki and Tina assured attendees that while the full question 
design is still being developed, they will share the general themes of questions in 
advance to help with member communication and buy-in.

Tina noted the census will take place over a week rather than a single date and 
mentioned plans for Heritage Open Days marketing in September that may 
coincide with an announcement about change ringing being accepted into the 
inventory of living heritage. The group addressed concerns about data management 
and protection policies, with Tina requesting help identifying experts to review 
their current privacy policy from 2018 and develop a more robust data protection 
framework. 

Central Council Paid Staff Discussion

The meeting discussed the Central Council’s decision to employ paid staff, with 
participants sharing their perspectives on the benefits and concerns. It was noted 
that recent successes in universities and young ringers were due to summer 
honorariums, while there was expressed concern about the wording used in re-
advertising the Youth Development Officer position. Neil Jones (ART Chair) 
highlighted the value of paid staff for administrative tasks and mentioned ART’s 
university package, which the Council is now sponsoring. It was suggested 
providing feedback on the impact of paid volunteers to justify the use of 
membership fees.

Ringing Training and Development Meeting

The meeting discussed training, with participants sharing experiences from their 
respective associations. Neil described Kent’s success with unofficial training hubs, 
while others shared how established successful training centres with support from 
ART work. Individual willingness is crucial for training expansion rather than 
relying on organisational initiatives. The group discussed the challenges of finding 
mentors willing to practice with new trainees and agreed that more regular 
meetings like this would be valuable for ongoing discussions. 

The Annual Council Meeting

The annual council meeting was announced for September 4-6 in Rugby, with 
booking details to be released soon. 

Feedback from participants expressed gratitude for the opportunity to learn more 
from the Executive and have opportunity to discuss matters in more detail, so it is 
hoped the CC Executive will arrange more of those. 
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If you have any questions, comments or anything you want to raise, or are able to 
offer support for reviewing the CCCBR data protection framework, or helping with 
the data collection and analysis for the census, please contact your CC Reps at 
ccreps@eacr.org.uk

Don’t forget there is a wealth of resources available on the CC website to support 
recruitment, training and development, and tower management https://cccbr.org.
uk/

Anne, Fred, Martin, Mary & Vicki
Your CC Representatives

From the Registers
50th birthday: Emma J Parker
60th birthday: Tracey Southgate; Vincent L Bent
70th birthday: Colin Chapman; Sue Hirst; Richard Cottee; John Steed; Jane 
Harper; Kim Mullan
90th birthday: Gerald Pearson; Margaret Waller

Wedding: Bradley Hill and Charlotte Cochrane

30th wedding anniversary: Sarah Knights
40th wedding anniversary: Ian and Denise Kerwin
60th wedding anniversary: Liz and Bill Griffith-Jones

Deaths: We regret to report the deaths of Anne Turner, Life Member, of St Peter’s 
Colchester; Terry Warren, of Christ Church Wanstead; Frank Warboys, formerly a 
ringer at Great Dunmow, Great Easton and Rayne; Emily English, formerly of 
Writtle; Barry Gibbons, Life Member, of Wormingford; and Roger Payne, of 
Epping.

mailto:ccreps@eacr.org.uk
https://cccbr.org.uk/
https://cccbr.org.uk/
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That’s a First!
Quarter Peals

1st quarter at 1st attempt: Emma J Parker
1st quarter: Katy Collier; Jem Batley; Delia Ellis; Mark Rickett; Caroline Weald; 

Barrie Grimer; Michael Hutton
1st on treble: Dean Hallam; Josh Gurden; Rosie V E Dixon
1st away from cover: Gillian Rooke; David Brett; Len Collier
1st on a working bell: Karen Moore; Victoria Hannah
1st inside at 1st attempt: Carol Knott; Ivan Haynes
1st inside: James P Riley; David Blake; Sami Ahuja; Tilly Dyer; Fiona Dyer
1st Plain Bob Doubles: Philip Saunders
1st Grandsire: Rachel J Levy
1st Reverse Canterbury Doubles: Penny J Lowen
1st Minor: Sylvia Crick; Benji Bowman; Ellen R Hayward; Jamie E Slack
1st St Clement’s Minor: Chris Marcus
1st Delight: Mark Robbins
1st Treble Bob: James P Riley
1st Kent TB Minor: Vicki Elliott; Carys E Hayward
1st Norwich Surprise: James Green; David Newton; Nick Holland
1st Cambridge: Daniel Howell
1st on 8: Jacqueline Richmond
1st inside on 8: Sylvia A Crick
1st as cover on 8: Julie A Bloomfield
1st Erin Triples: Michelle A Stephenson
1st Major: Gavin P Edwards; Sandra Murphy
1st Kent & Oxford TB Major: Vicki Elliott; David Newton
1st Surprise: Jan Stenton
1st Surprise Major inside: Sarah Knights; Victoria J Richards
1st Yorkshire: David Buckley
1st on 10: Gavin Edwards; Claire Haynes; Ivan Culham; Gavin P Edwards
1st Kent TB Royal: Marianne R Hayward
1st Surprise Royal: James R Dunhill; Ryan J Faulkner-Hatt
1st Spliced Surprise Royal: Julie A Bloomfield; Helen J Carter; Brooks M Hayes; 

Andrew P Barham
1st Surprise Maximus: Andrew Beech; Andrew P Barham
1st Yorkshire Surprise Maximus: Lucas J Owen; Andrew Beech; Clara M Waller; 

Simon M Barnes

25th quarter: Carys E Hayward
50th quarter: Clara M Waller
100th quarter: Marianne R Hayward
350th quarter: Wendy Godden
450th quarter: Trevor E Church
750th quarter: Richard M Dunhill
825th quarter: Philip Saunders
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1st as Conductor: Peter E A Dykes
1st Plain Bob Doubles as Conductor: Adam Brett
1st Grandsire Doubles as Conductor: Sarah Robbins
1st Reverse Canterbury Doubles as Conductor: David A Buckley
1st Minor as Conductor: Oliver Clinton
1st Norwich Surprise Minor as Conductor: James Green
1st Major as Conductor: James R Dunhill
1st Maximus as Conductor: Lucas J Owen

25th together: Clare Beech & Paul Cammiade; Ian Kerwin & Philip Saunders
50th together: Andrew Beech & Julia V Taylor
75th together: Daniel Howell & Philip Saunders; Andrew Beech & Nigel S D Taylor

1st 3-generation quarter together: Sue Hirst, Angela Pannell & Emily Pannell

Handbells

1st inside in hand: Debbie Hill
1st Major in hand as Conductor: Bradley Hill

Peals
1st Yorkshire: Charles K Chikuruwo

750th peal: Colin F Chapman
150th together: Paul A Cammiade & Christina D A Brewster; Paul A Cammiade & 

Alan P Mayle

Central Council Executive meetings
The Central Council Executive meets monthly, as part of its remit to monitor 
progress by the Workgroups and to plan for the future. Notes of its meetings are 
circulated to Council members – including your representatives – and are 
published on the Council’s website at cccbr.org.uk/about/executive/meetings/

Recent matters have included:

November 2025: A request from the Mobile Belfries Trust for the drawdown of the 
final £2,000 of the loan, to be used to purchase a bellringing branded canopy for the 
trailer, was approved. Following the introduction of Associated Society 
Membership, an updated issue of the Council’s Standing Orders was reviewed, 
which introduces the procedure of how a society can transfer from one category of 
membership to another. This was followed by the quarterly meeting with 
Workgroup Leads.

https://cccbr.org.uk/about/executive/meetings/
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December 2025: Angela Elliott stood down as Public Relations Officer. Applications to 
transfer to Associated status from Durham University Society and the Guild of 
Clerical Ringers were approved. 

January 2026: The Executive discussed plans for a ringing census to determine a 
more realistic baseline number of ringers. An application to transfer to Associated 
status from the National Police Guild was approved, with retrospective effect from 
1 January as the application was submitted before that date.

February 2026: The  Executive decided to extend the deadline for applications to 
transfer to Associated status for the current year to 1st June. An application from the 
Oxford University Society for transfer was approved. This was followed by the 
quarterly meeting with Workgroup Leads.

March 2026: Two more Societies had applied to transfer to Associated status:  the 
Devon Association and the Welsh Colleges Society. Both were approved. The 
application by the Council on behalf of bell ringing in the UK to register with 
UNESCO that change ringing should be included in the register of Intangible 
Cultural Heritage had been submitted. 

April 2026: 65% of affiliated Societies had paid their annual affiliation fee. A progress 
report was presented on the forthcoming Annual Council Meeting (in Rugby, in 
September). The 2028 meeting will be held in the Truro DG area.

May 2026: An application from the University of London Society to transfer to 
Associated status was approved. 55 out of 70 Societies had paid their affiliation fee. 
Tim Pett had retired as Steward of the Dove Database. This was followed by the 
quarterly meeting with Workgroup Leads.

June 2026: The Executive approved applications to transfer from Leeds University 
Society (to Associated) and Liverpool University Society (to Registered Small 
Society). No more such applications can be made for the current year; applications 
to transfer for 2027 need to be made before 1st January. 65 Societies have now paid 
their affiliation fees. A £2000 loan to the South West Ringing Course was approved.
About 60% of Representatives had attended the Zoom meeting on 21st June. (See 
article on p.17).
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Maldon Bell Ringers
One Year of Sunday Morning Ringing

The Maldon bell ringers are delighted to be celebrating a full year of Sunday 
morning ringing, having begun this regular commitment at Easter 2025. What 
started as a hopeful step toward building a consistent Sunday band has grown into 
a lively weekly tradition, thanks to the enthusiasm and dedication of everyone 
involved.
Over the past months, we’ve not only strengthened our ringing but also enjoyed 
spending time together beyond the tower. We rounded off the year 2025 with a fun 
Christmas meal organised by Vicki MacMorland at a very aptly named pub called 
The Bell, which brought everyone together in festive spirit. Rosemary Jones kindly 
organised two excellent days out, giving us the chance to ring at other towers, and 
Rachael Sullivan arranged a beautiful walk through the Danbury woods. Each of 
these occasions offered us time to relax, share plenty of laughs, and deepen both our 
bell-handling skills and our sense of community.

A big thank-you to all who have supported the band – whether by ringing, teaching, 
encouraging others, or simply turning up with a smile. Here’s to another year of 
progress, friendship, and bells ringing out across Maldon.

Denise Driver and all the Maldon bell ringers

Maldon Inworth
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The next edition of Rounds & About is planned for December 2026. Please send 
contributions and suggestions for articles to newsletter@eacr.org.uk or by post to 

Fred Bone, 11 Bullfields, Sawbridgeworth CM21 9DB by 1 November 2026.

Dates for your Diary
Aug 1 District business meeting Bocking N 12:00
 29 District car outing  NE 
  Ring & Ramble Chelmsford area NW 9:00
 31 George Eve Bell 30th 
   anniversary ringing Margaretting
Sep 5 District meeting Bradwell-on-Sea SE 4:00
 12 Essex Trophy competition Horsham  
  Autumn meeting, Call Change competition
   & barbecue Mistley NE 2:00
 19 Call Change competition &
   District meeting Epping SW 10:00
  District meeting Stanford-le-Hope S 3:00
 26 Essex Young Ringers day outing  
Oct 3 Association Management 
   Committee Danbury  2:30
 10 Association Annual Dinner Chelmsford  6:30
 17 Association Trustees meeting Danbury/Zoom  10:00
Nov 7 District quiz Harlow NW 7:00
 14 District social evening Springfield SE 7:30
 28 Association Training Day 
Dec 5 Carol service (tbc) NE 11:00
  Carol service Orsett S 3:00
  Carol service Great Hallingbury NW 4:00
 12 Carol service Broomfield SE 3:30
Jan 9 Annual District meeting Danbury (tbc) SE 3:00
  Annual District meeting Finchingfield N 3:30
 16 Annual District meeting Thorpe-le-Soken NE 10:00
  Annual District meeting (tbc) SW
 23 Annual District meeting Fobbing S 3:00
 30 Annual District meeting Willingale NW 

mailto:newsletter@eacr.org.uk

